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When I began my undergraduate career at Coastal Carolina University in 2017, I already 

knew that I wanted to be a writer. In high school, I excelled in all of my English classes. I found 

the atmosphere of an English classroom to be creatively liberating for someone who likes to 

discuss fictional works, as well as write them. I often credit specific fictional works, both in 

textual and visual media, for helping me through my depressive period while in high school. It’s 

for that reason I wanted to become a writer. Even though I began at Horry-Georgetown 

Technical College, I knew that I would eventually transfer to Coastal’s English Department. I 

had hopes that my time in the major would strengthen my skills as both a writer and a storyteller. 

I could never have imagined the things that I’ve learned and the skills that I’ve developed during 

my time as an English major here at Coastal. 

Though I knew I wanted to be a writer, I used to have very little faith in my skills. Back 

in high school, and even at the beginning of my college career, I never used to proofread my 

work. I used to be so embarrassed about my work that I would just want to get the assignment 

done and handed in as quickly as possible. I would, of course, suffer the consequences for that 

once I got the grade back. More often than not, I would have points taken off for numerous 

grammar and structure mistakes. Situations such as these mostly rang true for research papers  
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and essays rather than creative writing assignments. I would simply wish to get the paper over 

with as quickly as possible and not have to worry about it. That backfired, of course, once I 

would get the grades back. I usually would get points taken off for grammar and structure 

mistakes. This was a habit that I had unfortunately carried over with me to Coastal. Though it 

was a tough habit to break, I did eventually begin to take caution in my work before I sent it 

out.     

Looking back on it, I remember the exact moment that I had decided to start proofreading 

my papers. It was the Spring semester of 2018, and I was in Dr. Kate Oestreich’s English 379 

course. The course was Special Topics in Film, a medium that I had a passion for. So naturally, I 

had assumed that the papers would be a walk in the park for me. Alas, I found that I treated the 

assigned essays no differently than I had treated any other essay. Although I was engaged in the 

subject matter, I wrote them as fast as I could and sent them in before proofreading. I remember 

when we were discussing the 2011 film adaptation of Emily Bronte’s novel Wuthering Heights. I 

had already printed out my essay on the abusive themes present within the story and was ready to 

turn it in. A good friend of mine that I had met in the English Department, Haley Johnson, 

volunteered to proofread my paper for me. I was initially horrified when she read it aloud, and I 

heard the numerous mistakes riddled all over the essay. I don’t think I’ve ever cringed so hard in 

my life, as I knew there was no time to fix the paper before it was to be turned in. I made a 

promise to myself that day that I would take better precautions with an essay paper before it was 

turned in. Two years later, I am happy to say that I’ve seen improvement. Not just from fixing 

grammar mistakes, but I’ve also found I’ve grown as an academic writer. I can use the MLA 

format more efficiently without throwing in random sources as I used to in the past. While  
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research papers may not be a preferred medium of mine, I am grateful that I’ve learned the skills 

that come along with it. I hope to build that skill up going forward in my career as a writer.  

One skill that I did not expect to develop during my time in the English Department is 

reading skills. While I knew there was more to text than just words on a page, I never knew how 

artistic the medium could be, if hailed by the right author. The amount of literature classes that 

I’ve taken while at Coastal have opened my eyes to a new way of looking for hidden meanings 

behind any piece of fiction. One of the first classes that I had taken at Coastal in the Fall of 2017 

was British Literature I with Dr. Ray Moye. The idea of reading English poetry from the 17th 

century already seemed interesting enough. It was our reading on John Donne’s poetry that I was 

introduced to a way of analyzing literature. Donne’s poem “The Flea” was initially a difficult 

read for me the first time around. Of course, I didn’t know the meaning behind it and just 

brushed it off as a poet trying to be artistic. It wasn’t until Dr. Moye explained the true meaning 

behind the titular flea that a lightbulb went off in my head. He informed us that the flea is meant 

to symbolize a man, a woman, and their baby in the same light as the holy trinity of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit. He made a note of this in the lines, “This flea is you and I, and 

this/Our marriage bed, and marriage temple is.” This particular lesson has stuck with me over the 

past two and a half years that I’ve been a student at Coastal. It taught me how to look for clues 

within word placement and to look for a deeper meaning in everything that I read. It is a skill that 

I’ve carried over with me in the rest of my literature classes over the years. I also try to 

incorporate it into my writing as well.  

I transferred to Coastal Carolina University hoping to accomplish my goal of becoming a 

writer. Becoming an English major was, without a doubt, one of the best decisions that I’ve ever  
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made. The department has opened my eyes to a whole new world of the written text that I had no 

idea existed. I’ve also made wonderful memories with the supportive staff and the friends that I 

have made along the way. Through everything that I’ve learned, one lesson that was taught to me 

by Professor Jessica Richardson is that a writer always evolves. I now realize that I can never 

stay a single writer. I look forward to learning new things and new ways of writing that I had 

never thought possible before. I hope to take all that I’ve learned from Coastal’s English 

Department and transfer it to all aspects of my future career while I continue to learn new 

things.  

 


