5 Things To Think About When
Choosing a Garage Door

Choosing the right garage door is essential to the aesthetic of your home, as well as its security.
Given the vast array of options to choose from, you should narrow down your decision based on
factors such as color, functionality, architectural features, and landscaping.

The right garage door will enhance your home's appearance and security, and must never be an
afterthought. In this article, we break down the five key things to think about when choosing a
garage door for your home. Let's dive in.

1 - Cost

How much are you willing to spend on your new garage door? Your budget is one of the more
important starting points to factor in when shopping around. There are more luxurious high-end
options available and solid budget options as well. It is prudent to aim for something within your
budget while also keeping quality and durability into consideration. This means avoiding cheap
doors that wear out quickly and need to be replaced or continually maintained.

A well-designed and durable door improves aesthetics, enhances security, and adds value to
your home. This all-around improvement is a boost to your home's resale value, meaning you're
able to get more money for it should you choose to sell it in the future.

2 - Security

Factoring security when choosing a garage door is more than just protection for your car, it's
about the safety of your family as well. To help protect your vehicles from getting stolen, it's
essential to burglar-proof your garage. A vital step to consider is connecting the garage door to
the alarm system in your home. Interference with the garage door will trigger the home alarm,
which will help detect burglars and deter crime.

Another measure to take against burglars is to install motion-detecting lights and cameras that
show any activity around and inside the garage. We also recommend considering a smart door
opener as it alerts you when the door is open, enabling you to lock it remotely or even check
who opened it.

3 - Design

There are multiple types of garage doors to consider when shopping around. Traditional garage
doors open outwards from its central split, while others slide to the right. One of the most
popular options, the overhead sectional door, rolls up and down on mounted tracks.

There are even several garage door manufacturers on the market today with models that
resemble traditional carriage house doors. These, however, operate with modern overhead
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conveniences. We typically recommend overhead sectional doors as they pair easily with
automatic door openers, and tend to come at lower costs than other options.

4 - Maintenance

While there are some higher quality options than others, the hard truth is that no garage door
lasts forever. All garage doors require some degree of repairs and maintenance to retain their
beauty and functionality, with some needing more than others. You should consider picking an
insulated model made of durable, low-maintenance material. This way, you enjoy the benefits of
a new garage door without needing to worry about maintenance as much.

You may also want to consider replacing your garage door opener when choosing a new door.
Your opener may fail, or maybe simply show signs of aging. Perhaps you just want a quieter
model or one with more features. Whatever your reason, be sure to ask your installer to install a
new door opener as well. This will help you save on labor and negotiate a better price for the
entire job.

5 - Temperature/Climate

When choosing a garage door, it’s vital to keep the weather of your area in mind. Certain
materials behave differently in different weather conditions. This calls for caution, as failure to
take this into account could have you incurring a bunch of extra maintenance costs.

Hot and humid weather is best suited for fiberglass, as it keeps the inside cool while also
providing adequate insulation. Another way to keep your interiors cool and well ventilated is by
installing the right ventilation.

Very cold places with freezing temperatures, hail, and snow call for vinyl garage doors, since it
has excellent insulation capabilities. In addition, vinyl is less susceptible to rain, salt, wind, and
sand making it all the more suitable.

Conclusion

In the past, homeowners focused more on functionality than form. However, with the vast array
of options available today, you need to insist on advanced functionality and eye-catching
designs. Be sure to pick a door that matches or complements the architectural style and color of
your home.

Choosing the right garage door increases energy efficiency, home security, and the overall look
and appeal of your property. This helps boost your home's resale value, as well as your comfort
and peace of mind.
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