Reprinted from

June-July 2014 Issue 114

magazine

U LT U RE www.culture-hongkong.com
Tel: 3902 3261

o2y @siabrand

June-July 2014

AN
EXTRAORDINARY
WINERY

Text Tara Lee
Photos Courtesy of Chateau Le Queyroux

AT Vinexpo | had the rare opportunity to meet many
winemakers in person. One who captivated me was
Dominique Léandre-Chevalier and his wines from Chateau
Le Queyroux from the heart of the Blaye region.

What initially drew me to his tasting booth was a large
photograph displayed on the wall, one of Léandre-Chevalier
himself tilling the soil with a magnificent white-speckled
horse pulling the plow.“My horse is my constant companion
in the fields,” he said.

Another photograph, a birds-eye view of the vineyard,
where the vines are planted in@a circular fashion, also caught
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my attention: As Léandre-Chevalier explained, he'is confident
that Chateau Le Queyfouxis unique; it is the only vineyard
inFrance to be planted in a circular pattern. This special
cultivation of the vine, focds onhand-harvested grapes,
careful selection of the fruit, as well as using pre-phylloxera,
non-grafted Petit Verdot vines, show Léandre-Chevalier’s
reverence for heritage and his respect for the art of wine
making.

For Léandre-Chevalier, wine making is less of a business and
much more about the passion for doing something right.

After all, the estate is named 'homme Cheval, the Horseman,
after his family name, which translates directly as “man horse”.
“My ancestors were winegrowers, tree nursery owners and
wagonners.” Family history inspired the design of the wine
labels.that feature two centaurs.

Along with his surname, he carries the family tradition of
respecting nature and intervening only when it is absolutely
necessary.“Working and living in harmony with my values and
using the'’knowledge passed down through the generations
ofimy family, | am profoundly convinced that hard work is the
only path to reaping long-term benefits.” Léandre-Chevalier
continued, “l knew it was impossible... So | did it!” His dedication
to the art of wine making shows through in his wines, which
are excellent and highly expressive with their own unique
characteristics.

While the methods of cultivation at 'homme Cheval are down
to earth, Léandre-Chevalier’s approach to dining is classically
French - a leisurely social event. The estate doubles as a bed and
breakfast guesthouse, and their bistro serves barbeques and a
selection of cheeses and charcuterie. The building is a nineteenth
century family home in the typical Gironde style, tucked away in
the town of Anglade, just steps away from the Atlantic. &




