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In the first in a new series in 
which we profile standout 
stays: Alex Hotel in Perth.

Pieces of 
you & me

Masters at creating exceptional  
residential spaces, award-winning 
Sydney-based interior designers Juliette 
Arent and Sarah-Jane Pyke of Arent & 
Pyke were ideally placed to respond to the 
‘hotel as home’ ethos of boutique Perth 
destination Alex Hotel. Combining forces 
with Fremantle architects Spaceagency 
and Auckland furniture and lighting 
designers Douglas & Bec, they devised  
a series of inviting personalised spaces 
that aim to foster a sense of intimacy  
and domesticity. 

Sarah-Jane explains: “When we were 
first brought on to the Alex Hotel team, 
the project was well underway on site, 
and due to open in just six months. The • 

FAR LEFT In the breakfast 
bar, a Branca stool by a 
Mattiazzi matches the 
porcelain-tiled countertop 
designed by Arent & Pyke  
and manufactured by  
Kiwi duo Douglas & Bec. 
MEZZANINE LOUNGE 
Guests are invited to make 
themselves at home in this 
book- and art-filled zone. 
Pictured left is a black and 
white Kora vase by Studiopepe 
for Spotti Edizioni. Below  
are Chairmakers chairs by 
Ercol and an Eggcup stool by 
Mark Tuckey, plus paintings 
by Jeannie Petyarre (left)  
and Ruby Packsaddle.

LOBBY CAFÉ Larger tables 
in the hotel’s public areas, 
such as this by Arent & 
Pyke/Douglas & Bec with 
Thonet Hoffman chairs, are 
designed to enable guests to 
share travel tales. Overhead 
are Akari lights by Isamu 
Noguchi and underfoot is a 
patchwork rug made from 
vintage Turkish carpets.
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architectural vision from Spaceagency 
was bold and full of contrasts. With the 
interior design, we sought to respond to 
the architecture but also to add a layer of 
softness and human scale. We discussed 
‘Alex’ being someone familiar to us all  
– an uncle or treasured old friend whose 
home you love to visit.

“Douglas & Bec were a natural first 
choice for us to produce the custom 
pieces for the hotel. Their outstanding 
craftsmanship and commitment to 
getting a beautiful result made for a 
wonderful collaboration.”

Brought to life in myriad materials and 
textures, Arent & Pyke’s colour palette 
was informed by the intention to use 
washed-out versions of strong shades. 
“We’re known for our use of colour and 
didn’t want to shy away from it, but we 
wanted the hotel to feel calmly layered 
with colour. Muted tones of dusty pink, 
terracotta, sage and forest green started 
the journey for us.”

The talented pair’s chosen furniture, 
bespoke joinery, curiosities and artworks 
celebrate timeless quality and combine 
to create a charming sense of informality 
and leave a lasting impression. For them, 
though, says Sarah-Jane, the best bits are 
intangible. “It’s the immersive experience 
of colour in the rooms and the magic of 
being there of an evening. The layered 
lighting elements create such a sense of 
warmth.”  alexhotel.com.au

GUEST ROOMS Overnight 
visitors to the hotel enjoy 
restful spaces sparingly 
decorated with quilted 
bedheads upholstered in 
fabric by Raf Simons for 
Kvadrat, side tables, bench 
seats and steel rails with 
hanging mirrors, all by Arent 
& Pyke/Douglas & Bec. The 
Dulux shades featured here 
are Dreamland (right) and 
Tranquil Green (below). 
ROOF TERRACE Furnished 
with Uccio tables and chairs 
by Daniel Barbera and 
daybeds designed by Arent 
& Pyke and made by Robert 
Plumb, the terrace offers 
views across the city.

“We discussed ‘Alex’ being 
someone familiar to us all  
– an uncle or old friend whose 
home you love to visit.”

CAFÉ The hotel seeks  
to meet the need for both 
privacy and interaction.  
The banquette and terrazzo 
tables in the ground-floor 
espresso bar and lounge  
are Arent & Pyke/Douglas 
& Bec creations, with Ercol 
stools; the lamp here is  
Le Corbusier’s Lampe  
de Marseille.


