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WINCHESTER 
– WALKING 
INTO ALLISON 

FAWCETT’S HOUSE OF 
FAWCETTDALE FARMS, 
YOUR EYES WILL IMMEDI-
ATELY CATCH THE PLAQUES 
HANGING ON THE WALL, 
SHOWING WHAT MASTER 
CATTLE BREEDERS THE 
FAMILY HAS PRODUCED. 

Master Breeder Shields 
line the wall from side to 
side but the real accomplish-
ment is right smack in the 
centre, over the cherished 
memory of Allison’s late 
wife Jean is the Century of 
Holsteins’ certificate for the 
Fawcett family’s long run-
ning membership. 

“This is only the second 
time they’ve awarded one of 

these certificates in Eastern 
Ontario,” Allison said. 
“We’re also the only family, 
my father, myself and my 
son; the only three genera-
tion family to ever win a 
Master Breeder Shield. 
We’re the only family in Ca-
nada where a father and son 
have received them at the 
same time.” 

While Fawcett himself 
took a membership out in 
1950, continuing to act as a 
member 69 years later at the 
age of 93, the certificate 
reads that the legacy started 
with Andrew Fawcett back 
in 1919. 

“We got our start a cen-
tury ago,” he said. “My 
grandfather took out a mem-
bership in 1919 and was a 
member until 1940, until he 
retired.” 

Fawcett continued, 

“After that, my father took 
out a membership in 1923 
until his death in 1957. My 
son, David, has also been a 
member since 1979, for a 
total of 40 years.” 

While hard work and 
dedication can be attributed 
to Fawcett’s long-running 
success, he knows that the 
ones closest to him have 
played a big part in that as 
well. 

“The participation of my 
family and my wife, I think, 
has been one of the biggest 
reasons behind [my suc-
cess],” he said. 

When breeding Hol-
steins, Fawcett always 
wanted to breed the truest 
type as he possibly could. 

“The type of cattle I’ve 
always been interested in is 
the Holstein cow and what 
they could contribute to the 
welfare of the people,” he 
said. “Conformation is very 

important, she’s got to be 
right under the legs and 
have the right amount of 
dairy. Stature and correct-
ness are very important 
qualities.” 

Fawcett said, anyone 
looking to join the breeding 
profession needs to have a 
very clear goal in mind.  

“You have to work at set-
ting a goal and then work 
even harder at achieving it,” 
he said. “There has to be a 
lot of careful decisions.”

Page 6 The AgriNews June 2019 www.agrinews.ca

BEACH HARDWARE
Prescott, Ontario ............................................................................ 613-925-3933
DAN R EQUIPMENT
Plantagenet, Ontario ...................................................................... 613-673-5129 
1-888-755-DANR(3267)
EASTERN ENGINES INC.
Williamsburg, Ontario .................................................................... 613-535-2488

A rare breed at 93

A century’s worth of history 
At the age of 93, Allison Fawcett and his family 
have accomplished a century’s worth of master 
breeding, starting all the way back in 1919. 
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