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Raunch pad: Lenny's space-adge hoame and recording
stuchio In Milaml. Clockwise from top: the dressing

rosoim, the Vermer Panton-designed playroom, and

the walled swimming pool, Previous page inset: the

mmdElars rock Basdrodim

 down the far side of the room overlooks the

pool, jacuza and a concrete barbecue area that
drops directly into the ghstening water of
Miami's Biscayne Bay. It"s a lavish assault on
the senses that few could get away with,

“I wanted it to be funky and different and
a place that 15 aesthetically pleasing to me for
working. So about three years ago, I built this
place with an architect friend of mine named
Michael Ceysz who I grew up with,” Kravitz
says softly, when he finally appears from another
imperceptible sliding door n the living room
wall. In the flesh, he's a larger-than-life version
of the man in his music videos, all chiselled
features, huge Afro and perfect white reeth.

Tattoos peek from his T-shirt sleeves and he
wears an enormous diamond stud i his ear. Yet
he's softer and less aggressive than his on-stage
persona, curling up barefoot on the sofa with
anather dazzling smile. But how can someone
s0 apparently harmless come to live in a house
designed for debanched rock star behaviour?

*Aaah! Well I don't do much of that here. My
daughter |12-year-old Zoe, by Kravitz's ex-wite,
actress Lisa Bonet] lives here with me, so [ give
the appearance of the whole bachelor rock 'n’
roll pad, but actually this is as far as [ get to go
with it. | love living with her. It keeps me
grounded. She goes 10 school and 1 can just go
in the room back there and work, and when she
comes home, I'm here. This was actually only
really meant to be a studio before 1 got my

daughter, so now 1 have my kid [ want to get
more of a family house. We're moving in a few
weeks but she doesn’t want to leave here. She
says 1t's like livang in a club.”

Her friends must love it. “They like to come
over, yeah. She always says she's glad 'm not
one of those regular dads, 100, so [ suppose
I get some points. Until | make her clean her
room or something.”

Leonard Albert Kravitz was bom in Brooklvn,
Mew York in May 1964, to parents already well
used to the world of showbiz. His father, Sy,
was a news producer tor NBC TV while his
mother, Roxie Roker, was a successful actress on
the hit TV comedy series The Jeffersons. At 10,

the family moved to Los Angeles where stars
like Woody Allen used to pop round for dinner.
The young Lenny then atrended the famous
Beverly Hills High, alongside fellow pupils
Nicolas Cage and Saul Hudson, later to become
guitanst Slash in Guns 'n’ Roses,

“I wasn't one of the extremely popular kids,
but people knew me and [ was friendly,” Kravitz
reflects. *There was all these groups and 1 preity
much hung out with them all. The black kids
would hang in one place and histen to funk and
RaB, and then the white rocker kids would
hang out at this table and listen to Zeppelin and
Hendrix. And then you've got the Mexican kids
who would hang over here, and the geeky, smart
kids over there. | was one of those kids who was
past cool with everyone.”

By this time, Kravitz was already learning
to love the mstrument that would make him
famous. "My dad had a guitar in the house
when I was a kad,” he smules. *T was about 8 or
9 vears old when 1 picked it up, atter hearing the
Jackson Five and Motown stuft. We had a piano
in the house as well. Then they bought me my
first guitar when I was 10, but T was still the kid
who staved in the bedroom and kept the door
closed and didn’t let anyone else hear. Really,
my mom didn’t know | could play until she
heard my first record and then she said “That’s
what you've been doing in there?”

After three years of rejection from record
companies, Kravitz finally signed to Virgin after

being granted only a five minute meeting. "Une
of the guys there, who was the president of the
label, just said would you like a record deal? And
that was it. After years and vears it just happened -
in 20 minutes. It was shocking, [ couldn’t believe =
it. | went home and we popped champagne

but 1 didn’t think I'd made it. T just thought,
"Wow, I got a record deal!” There was never any
thought about what would happen after.”

No one could have predicted the success thar
would follow. First, he met Bonet, star of The
Cosby Show, at a New Edition concert. The pair,
though mitally both in other relationships,
eventually mamied in Las Vegas m 1987 and had
their daughter soon after. A year later, Kravitz
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