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Roberto Ramirez

ISCOVERING OUR VOCATIONS IS
TO DISCOVER OURSELVES, AND
ALSO TO DISCOVER JESUS.

BY ISABELLA GUSTAVE

Roberto Ramirez answered Jesus’ call to a very
special vocation, one of music and evangelization, but
he had to overcome many hardships first — addiction, family or in adoration.
homelessness and a broken faith.

that is where the will of our Father is

Ramirez’s testimony of how Jesus changed him has
inspired many, and he is looking forward to sharing it
as a speaker at the Celebrate Faith 2017 conference.
The conference will be bilingual, and Ramirez will be

leading the Spanish track.

“This is an opportunity to discover the will of God in
the life of each and every person,” Ramirez said. “Every
being, every person has a God-given purpose.”

His story begins in the Dominican Republic, specifi-
cally in Saban Iglesia where he was born. As a child
he lived in the countryside in a modest home. He was
born into a family that prayed often and gave him an
early spiritual foundation; however, as a teenager he fell
into a downward spiral of drug use. This left him feel-
ing trapped in sin, but God had not abandoned him.

Ramirez said that the prayers of others, his personal
encounter with Jesus and the intercession of Our
Blessed Mother Mary saved him from the evil that had

held him captive for many years.

“T am the result of my mother’s prayers,” he said. “She
prayed constantly for me and she prayed the rosary.

I can declare with no doubt that I am the fruit of the
intercession of Our Blessed Mother Mary.”

He emphasized that prayer is essential for those who
wish to fulfil the vocation God has personally chosen
for them. Ramirez made prayer a central part of his life
during and after his recovery. Not only did he recover
from drug abuse, but he recovered his faith.

“Prayer is essential for me,” said Ramirez, who
prays while out enjoying nature, while he’s with his
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The key, he says, is to find mo-
ments in every day to pray. He testi-
fies to the power of prayer as a way to
communicate directly with God.

“He speaks to me telling me how to
be an instrument of his love” he said.

Through prayer and personal
relationship with God, Ramirez was
able to discern his vocation, but the
process was slow.

He first gave testimonies in his
hometown to friends and family.
Then people began inviting him to
speak at different locations, until he
eventually had the opportunity to
preach the Gospel globally. He be-
came a Catholic singer and speaker,
and he has traveled to give proof of
God’s love all around the world.

It can be easy to become frustrated
and wonder when God will reveal our
vocations to us, but through Ramirezs
testimony we can see that God will
deliver it in his own perfect timing.

Vocation is not just something
that should occupy the minds of the
young, Ramirez explained. He said
that vocation is anything done with
love and purity of intention that
pleases God.

“Many people do good things, and
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found,” he said.

Ramirez believes vocations can be
found in both small and large ac-
tions, whether it is choosing a career.
choosing to be married or single,
choosing religious life or choosing to
perform good deeds.

“If people would realize that serv-
ing is not just that which generates
money, but rather that which is an
opportunity to serve God, then they
will be able to understand which is
their own vocation,” he said.

Ramirez said that, at the Celebrate
Faith 2017 conference, he will be
sharing steps on how to discover such
God-given purpose.

We can look to the Bible for more
guidance on discerning our vocation
as well. In 1 Timothy 2:4, we are
told that God “desires everyone to be
saved and to come to the knowledge
of truth.”

That which leads us to the truth
of God’s love will also lead us to our
vocation. God’s universal vocation for
us is to be reconciled to him. Speak-
ing from his own experience, Ramirez
encourages even those on the worst of
paths to reconcile with God, so that he
can turn their suffering into joy. *

)



&l camine al
d/i/" : i ;t

vetacional

PERFIL DEL CHARLISTA.:
Roberto Ramirez

ESCUBRIR NUESTRAS VOCACIONES

ES DESCUBRIR A NOSOTROS
MISMOS, Y AL MISMO TIEMPO
DESCUBRIR A JESUS.

Roberto Ramirez respondio el llamado de Jesus a
una vocacion muy especial, una a la musica y a la
evangelizacion, pero primero tuvo que superar muchos
retos — la adiccion, el vagabundeo y una fe destrozada.

El testimonio de Ramirez de como Jesus le cambio
su vida a inspirado muchos, y espera con ansias la
oportunidad de compartirlo como charlista en la
conferencia Celebrate Faith 2017. La conferencia sera
bilingtie, y Ramirez liderara la parte en esparol.

Ramirez dijo, “Esta es una oportunidad para
descubrir la voluntad de Dios en la vida de cada
persona... Cada ser, cada persona tiene un proposito
dado por Dios”.

Su historia empieza en la Republica Dominicana,
especificamente en Sabana Iglesia donde nacié. Cuando
nino vivié en el campo en un modesto hogar. Habia
nacido en una familia que rezaba seguido y que le
dio un fundamento espiritual a temprana edad; sin
embargo, al llegar a la adolescencia cay6 en un espiral
que lo hundi6 en el uso de las drogas. Esta experiencia
lo dejo atrapado en un sentimiento de pecado, pero
Dios no lo abandono.

Ramirez afirma que las oraciones de los demas, su
encuentro personal con Jesus, y la intercesion de la
Santisima Madre Marfa lo salvaron del mal que lo tuvo
atrapado por muchos afios.

“Yo soy el resultado de las oraciones de mi madre... Ella
rezaba constantemente por mi y rezaba el Rosario. Puedo
declarar sin lugar a dudas que soy el fruto de la intercesion
de Nuestra Santisima Madre Maria”, cuenta Ramirez.

El enfatiza que la oracion es esencial por aquellos
que desean cumplir con la vocacion que Dios les
ha dado personalmente. Ramirez hizo de la oracion
una parte central de su vida durante y después de su

recuperacion. No solamente se
recobrd del abuso de las drogas,
sino que recupero su fe.

Ramirez dice que, “La oracion es
esencial para mi”. El reza cuando
esta disfrutando de la naturaleza,
cuando esta con su familia o
durante la adoracion.

“La clave”, dice, “es encontrar
momentos en cada dia para
rezar”, El da testimonio al poder
de la oracién como una forma de
comunicarse directamente con Dios.
“El me habla y me dice cémo puedo
ser un instrumento de su amor”.

A través de la oracién y una
relacion personal con Dios,
Ramirez pudo discernir su
vocacion, pero el proceso fue lento.

Primero dio testimonios en
su pueblo natal a sus amigos
y familiares. Luego la gente
empez6 a invitarlo que hablara
en diferentes locales, hasta que
tuvo la oportunidad de predicar
el Evangelio globalmente. Se
convirtié en un cantante y charlista
catélico, y ha viajado para dar
prueba del amor de Dios alrededor
del mundo.

Es muy facil sentirse frustrado
y preguntarse cuando Dios nos va
a revelar nuestra vocacion, pero a
través del testimonio del Ramirez
podemos ver que Dios nos la
manifestara en su debido momento.

La vocacion es no solamente
algo que debe ocupar la mente de
los jovenes, nos explica Ramirez.
El dice que la vocacion es todo
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aquello que agrada a Dios y se
hace con amor e intencion pura.

El nos dice que “Mucha gente
hace cosas buenas, y es alli donde
encontramos la voluntad de Dios”.

Ramirez cree que las vocaciones
pueden encontrarse tanto en
pequenas como en grandes
acciones, ya sea escogiendo una
carrera, escogiendo ser casado o
soltero, escogiendo la vida religiosa
o escogiendo realizar buenas obras.

“Si la gente se diera cuenta que
servir no es solamente lo que haces
para generar dinero, sino mas bien
que es una oportunidad de servir
a Dios, entonces podrian entender
cudl es su vocacion”.

Ramirez dice que en la
conferencia Celebrate Faith 2017
compartira los pasos para descubrir
ese proposito dado por Dios.

Podemos buscar en la biblia
mas guia para discernir nuestra
vocacion también. En 1 Timoteo
2:4 se nos dice que Dios “desea que
todos sean salvados y que llegan al
conocimiento de la verdad”.

Aquello que nos lleva a
la verdad del amor de Dios
también nos llevara a nuestra
vocacion. La vocacion universal
que nos da Dios a todos es la de
reconciliarnos con él. Hablando
desde su propia experiencia,
Ramirez anima atn a aquellos que
estan en los peores senderos, a
que se reconcilian con Dios para
que Dios pueda transformarles su
sufrimiento en gozo.



