he leafy green likes of

fﬂmad in two days, Little Shop was trans-
formied o102 Broadway musical in the mig-

and de into a hit 1986 fifm star-
ring Rick Moranis and Ellen Greene.

The story provides great opportunity for
both comedy and horror: Mushnik’s Flower
Shop on Skid Rew becomes: successful when
employee Seymour Krelbourn (Matt Bez-
marevic develeps a sirange strain of Venus
fiytrap that won't setiie for flies and water.

Named Audrey 1, after the Audrey (Amy |

Alward) who works in-the shop, the plant
makes the shop g success and Seymour &

star~~with some grucsome conditions. The

shop owner (Donovan Schinkel) and Audrey’s
biker-dentist bovfriend (Bmce Dillman) thick:
enthe plot:

Naturally, the plant ieself has received miost

of the attention. Four different Audrey Hs of
increasing size (and hunger) are required for
the show, and the Jastversion must be carried
on stage by no fewer than four stagehands,
George Hoffman operates-the plant, while
Joel Avalos sings and talks into a backstage
microphone while watching Audrey Il on 2
TV monitor.
The Laxson Auditorium set, aemgned by
Eames Gilberi, is detailed and altogether real-
igtic. A visible aliey runs behind Mushnik’s
shiop, while trash and winos litter the
dogrsiens and sidewalk.

“T7mm really ‘satisfied-with the way it’s
come oui,” said assistant director Melissa Pat-

; 10 get sound fevels right.”
“With & few exceptions—including han-
diing the four different plant models and coor-

nd scenery that’s larger | dinating 120 light cues—Little Shop is less
e plant and the voice to | demanding than one might expect. “Techai-
‘sive it humsn characieris- F cally-it's relatively calnt,-except for a few set

BONYT FREED THE BLARY Audrey ll—the
plant—and Seymour Krelbourn Mot Bezmaravich)
sing - duel-in “Chico Staie’s Lirle Shop-of Horrors,
runnmg this weekend in Laxson Auditorium.

res that look like they were designed by
fer himself,” said assistant stage manager

Jerome Salyers. “In under 60 seconds the set

has to go through atotal facelift. Five minutes
later it has to be reversed.”

‘Sunday’s technical rehearsal focused on
that switch, in which the flower shop—
including a life-sized Audrey II—is frans-
formed into a dentist’s office. ‘As stage man-
ager Linda Galvin gave direction, the pine-
member stage crew, led by Salyers, worked
the time required for the excharge down from
1:15 to 1:05 to 57 seconds and finaily, breath-
ing hard, 52 seconds. “QK,” Galvin said.
“Let’s go home.”

irectoral decisions had to take the

1986 movie into account. “The

movie is a nice superficial come-

dy,” said director Randy Won-
zong; “‘but I feel like the characters'in the
movie are cartoons. We'd like to put-some
heart in them. It's feeling that 'moves a play,
not-action; I wanted Audrey and Seymour i
have areal love story. It's impossible not to be
upstaged by the plant, but I would like psople
to walk out saying, ‘What a nice love story.” ”
The bizarre, grisly conclusion of Chico’s
Little Shop may come s a sheck 1o audience
members famiiim with the film, even Won-

is strange in the pi
cipals are dead. Jt ¢

said Amy Alward
comes up roses. This isn’t like that; it's a
blackcomedy.”

In-a show with excellent singing from the
entire cast, CSUC music maior Alward staads

_out. Theoniy problem she had with the zole of

idsey, she said; was competmg with Eﬂen

maybe just a little Bit
downtrodden and abuse
Alward is 1mpressed with the cast's

| dependability and commitment, “Sverybody

has really been on-top of their stwif,” she said.
“What I’ve usually scen at this university arc
a few dedicated people and a couple who
would rather be waich nday M
Football than be at rehies
like that in this cast.”
“They’ve worked hard and come 2 tong:
way,” Wenzong said Tuesday. “This could be
onehell of a'show. We've been reheamiiag for
eight weeks, we’re tired, and we'ic regdyio

open.”

—MATTHEW %iéi}%%ﬁ%\é



