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Beijing is one of the country’s 
most creative cities and 

798 Art Zone is the beating 
heart of its arts scene. The 
works of Ai Weiwei, David 

Hockney, Yoko Ono and Andy 
Warhol have been exhibited 
at 798 galleries such as Pace, 
UCCA and M Woods, and you 
can’t throw a stone down its 

colour-blasted, contemporary 
art-strewn streets without 
hitting a promising young 

local artist.

Resist the urge for an 
Americano and croissant at 

one of Beijing’s ever-increasing 
number of Western cafés and 
start the day at a branch of 

local favourite Yao Ji Chao Gan. 
Made extra-famous by a visit 

from former US vice president 
Joe Biden, the specialities 
at the inexpensive, no-frills 

restaurant (the Gulou branch 
is particularly popular) include 
fried liver, fermented soya bean 

milk and dried fl our rings.

31 Guloudongdajie; 

+86 10 8401 0570

1 Qixing Xi Jie, Chaoyang Qu; 

798district.com

North side of Gongti East Gate; 

+86 10 6551 1806

39 Chaodou Hutong; 

bjpostcards.com

Eating Peking duck is a must 
in the capital, and no one does 
it better than famed chef Da 
Dong. At the many Da Dong 

restaurants across the city, chefs 
slice up whole ducks in front of 
customers; look at a waiter with 

a mildly bemused expression 
and they’ll explain how best to 
eat the various duck sections 

(start with skin dipped in sugar). 
Try the branch on the east side 
of the Workers’ Stadium, which 
sports massive horse statues.

Explore Beijing’s most iconic, 
traditional residential areas, the 
hutong lane houses, by renting 
a bicycle and zipping through 

the historic Gulou area. For 
a more intimate exploration 
of the lanes, under constant 
threat of “renovation” from 

authorities, join photography 
archivist Beijing Postcards’ 

fabulous History of the Hutong 

walking tour around Gulou’s 
Drum Tower area, and have a 
chat with locals on the way.
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Cycle through a maze of old 
lanes, learn how to properly 
devour a duck and rock out in 
China’s capital city 
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Beijing / 

Dali Courtyard is the perfect 
summer dining spot, boasting a 
stunning, leafy open space and 
some of the fi nest food from 

China’s south-western Yunnan 
province available in the capital. 

There’s no menu – the chefs 
serve you a variety of dishes 
according to the size of your 

party. If the spicy fi sh and crispy 
mushrooms are on the menu, 
you’re in for a special treat. 

School Live Bar is to the Chinese 
capital what iconic punk venue 
CBGB’s was to New York. Every 

weekend, the small, sticky-
fl oored sweatbox venue, located 

in a Gulou hutong, bustles 
with life as fans push through 
crowds of leather jackets and 

mohawks to see rip-roaring local 
favourites such as The Diders 

and The 20s, along with touring 
cult international acts.

After you’ve outlasted half of 
Beijing’s underground rock scene 
members at School, which stays 
open until the wee hours, take a 
cab south to mark the new day 

with a rigid salute to the Chinese 
national fl ag on Tiananmen 

Square. In September, the fl ag 
is raised between 5.42am and 

6.10am (getting later throughout 
the month) and is accompanied 

by a military band. 
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FROM TOP: SPICY 

FISH AT DALI 

COURTYARD; 

WATCH LOCAL 

BANDS PLAY AT 

SCHOOL LIVE BAR

67 Xiaojingchang Hutong; 

+86 10 8404 1430

53 Wudaoying Hutong; 

+86 10 6402 8881

Xi Changan Jie, 

Dongcheng W
o

rd
s 

Ja
m

ie
 F

ul
le

rt
o

n 
Im

ag
es

 E
liz

ab
et

h 
P

hu
ng

START (OR END) 

YOUR DAY BY 

ATTENDING THE 

FLAG-RAISING 

CEREMONY AT 

TIANANMEN 

SQUARE

Hong Kong Airlines flies 
to Beijing daily. For 
more information, visit 
hongkongairlines.com

WHERE TO 

STAY

Saturated in 
hutong charm, 
The Orchid is a 
small hotel that 

leaves a big 
impression. 

Perfectly located 
as a base to 

explore Gulou, it 
has a romantic 
terrace serving 
fantastic Middle 

Eastern and North 
African-

infl uenced food 
and is within 

stumbling 
distance of some 

of the best 
lane-house 

nightspots, such 
as Art Deco jazz 

haven Modernista.

theorchidbeijing.

com
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