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AMSTERDAM: Leave from
Liverpool, March 26, for three
nights B&B at four-star Hampshire
Hotel for £250. Check out easyjet.
com/holidays or call 020 3499 5232.
LINCOLNSHIRE: A
three-night Absolute 80s
Weekender break at
Butlin’s Skegness
Resort features
Sonia, Roachford,
Go West, Pat Sharp
and more. £189
per person based
on four sharing a
gold self-catering
apartment. Book
by March 28.
Arrive May 5. Hit
bigweekends.com
or call 0330 102 5295.
IRELAND FERRY
DEAL: Book by
Tuesday and save 20% on all
crossings until December 15. With
the deal, fares for a car and two
adults start at £170.40 return.
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Phone 08717 300 400 or visit
irishferries.com.
WALES: Trysor Y Mor is a
seafront Edwardian
townhouse in the coastal village
of Borth. It sleeps six and is
available for seven nights for
£399. Arrive on dates from
April 1 to April 8. Visit
sykescottages.co.uk
or phone 01244 617
687. Property
Reference 28596.
THAILAND:
Explore Koh
Samui, pictured
left, on 10-night
B&B holiday at the
four-star Chaba
Cabana Beach
Resort for £827. Fly
from Manchester April 5.
Book at southalltravel.co.uk
or ring on 0208 705 0086.
DISNEYLAND PARIS: Flybe
from Birmingham on April 3
for a two-night/three-day holiday
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to Disney’s three-star Hotel Santa
Fe on a half-board basis. Pay
£1,337 for two adults and two
children sharing including park
tickets. Visit disneylandparis.com
or call 08448 008 111 to book.
CYPRUS: A week all-inclusive
at three-star Smartline Protaras
Hotel in Protaras for £405. Jet out
from Birmingham on April 5. Book
at airtours.co.uk or phone 0844 412
5970.
ESSEX: Sea Folly is a
property in the seaside town of
Brightlingsea. Sleeps five in three
bedrooms with two pets welcome.
Seven nights for £507. Arrive on
April 7. welcomecottages.com or
ring 0345 268 0816. Ref. UKC472.
FRANCE SKI: Seven nights
chalet catered at the four-star
Chalet Hotel Des Deux Domaines
in Macot-la-Plagne in Auvergne-
Rhone-Alpes, £625 per person.
Based on two adults and two
children sharing. Depart Stansted
on April 9. See espritski.com
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H by JOEY MILLAR

SOARING over Barce-
lona in a tiny four-per-
son helicopter, it was
easy to see why the
Catalan capital has be-
come Europe’s latest
travel success story.

Far below, squeezed be-

11 per cent increase on the

BARCELONA'S TOP

TRAVEL LEAGUE

station, this property is out of
this world. Themed on space
travel, guests are welcomed at a
“boarding desk” by staff wear-
ing Star Trek-style uniforms.
After making our way past a
life-sized astronaut statue in the
lobby, we inspected the hotel’s
stylish bars and restaurants —
named Orbital, Oxygen, Hydro-

outfit resembled one of Gaudi’s
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WITH the gib expanded to the max,
our seat pushing up at 45 degrees and
sea spray splashing in our faces, the

| yacht was in full sail.

“Don’t worry,” said Tim, our in-
structor, “the RS Venture Keel is
almost impossible to capsize. It has
a lead keel that corrects itself if we
go over too far.”

In the same hallowed waters in
which Sir Ben Ainslie won a gold
medal and four other Team GB sai-
lors won silver at the 2012 Olympics,
our first sailing experience was one
of pure exhilaration.

If you fancy giving it a go, the An-
drew Simpson Sailing Centre, at the
Weymouth & Portland National Sail-
ing Academy, offers all types of water
sports for all abilities.

High on adrenaline we peeled off
our wetsuits and headed back to our
base, The Heights Hotel, which com-
mands stunning views over Portland
Harbour, Weymouth and Chesil
Beach from its dining room.

Our bedroom was large and stylish
with a super kingsize bed, seating

gym and a tourist information office.
Next day we explored Weymouth on

two wheels. Bike hire is available at

Jurassic Trails Cycle Hire where staff
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WHERE TO STAY:
Heights Hotel from
£60 to £110 per night
including breakfast,

| free parking, wifi and
use of 24-hour gym. To |-
book call 01305
821361 or visit
heightshotel.com

For sailing activities

i visit andrewsimpson

| sailing.co.uk or call

1 01305 457400.

- For bike hire see =N
L B jurassictrailscyclehire. |

i co.uk or call 01305
TO SAIL IS Hf
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READER OFFERS:
Get 20% off any
individual adult or
child sailing course
during 2017. Must be
booked before the end
of April 2017. Quote

will give you a map and advice on pit- DS1103 when booking.

stops such as Chesil Beach visitor For windsurfing and

centre and Lodmoor Country Park. stand-up

Part of the Rodwell Trail is a dis- paddleboarding at The

used railway track. As you ride along Offical Test Centre

you can spot the old railway stations (OTC) see otc-

and speed through the tunnels. windsurf.com or call

If you’re looking for something

more high-octane, try a jetski ride

around the Dorset coastline. Jurassic

Jetski Tours offer a two-hour experi-

ence including 60 minutes of inde-

pendent jetski riding.

On our final night we headed for Sta-

bles Pizza at Custom House Quay,

01305 230296.
Two-hour windsurfing
right on the harbour which is filled
with fishing boats.

taster costs £45, day
taster is £95, two-day
course is £185. Get
10% off windsurfing
and sailing packages
at the OTC on
bookings made before
end of April. Quote

They also specialise in a large range
of ciders. The Cornish Bluff which
complimented the meal was the
perfect end to a great weekend.

Jetski Tours, £90 for
one or £130 for two.
jurassicjetskitours.
co.uk
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