
PLANNING

Photography

Y
ou’ve browsed the net, studied 
dozens of albums, consulted your 
married friends and finally signed up with 
a talented photographer. A large part 
of your precious budget is going to be 
devoted to these pictures – so what can 
you do to ensure you make the most of 

your photographer’s expertise and that you end up with a set of 
timeless images that’ll really do the day justice?

GET TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER
You’ll most likely have chosen a snapper whose style you love, so 
they’ll not need much guidance from you here. But what they will 
want to know is what you’re hoping to achieve and how that fits 
with what they offer – so the more questions you can ask, the better. 

Laying the groundwork with 
your chosen photographer before 
they’ve taken a single picture of  
you will go a long way towards 
producing the best wedding 
album ever Words by Claire Muir

IMAGE
RIGHTS  

[Above] The look of love: Pamela at Jarvie & Jones is highly skilled at capturing this 
kind of beautifully informal shot [Below] Taking a picture from an unusual viewpoint 
can give striking results, as Pamela shows here (jarvieandjones.com)
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 “I’m always open about my style, working 
patterns and timescales, and what a couple 
will achieve from hiring me,” says Justina 
Siwy, owner of Iris Art Photography. “I also 
ask them about their photography plans and 
ideas. It’s important to establish what the 
couple really expect from me.”

Every little detail helps at this stage. “An 
engaged couple will make hundreds of big 
and small decisions about their wedding day, 
things that are important to them and make 
their day unique,” offers Pamela Jarvie-Jones, 
lead photographer at Jarvie & Jones. “So tell 
your photographer about as many of these 
as possible so they can capture them for you. 
After all, the more your photographer knows, 
the more personal they can make the story of 
your wedding.” 

SAY WHAT YOU WANT
Most photographers don’t just turn up and 
shoot – they value building a relationship with 
their clients and are keen to hear their input. 
But it’s not unusual for brides and grooms 
to hesitate for fear of being too pushy. Here, 
it’s a case of remembering that everyone has 
different priorities for their own wedding, 
so it’s vital to share yours – and, if you have 
the right photographer, you should feel 
comfortable expressing your ideas.

 “Some couples don’t say anything to 
me because they don’t want to tell me how 
to do my job,” recalls Dan Hariga of DH 
Photography. “But, actually, hearing from 
them is what matters on the day, and it’ll help 
me offer better coverage of the wedding.” 

Justina agrees: “I’d never think suggestions 
from the client are a sign of them being 
bossy. No two couples are the same, so new 
suggestions should always be welcome.”

So, whether you’re planning an ultra-DIY 
wedding and need every tiny handmade 
detail captured on camera, or you want a 
large selection of guest photographs to 
satisfy your big family, be upfront about it. 

MAKE YOUR SHOTS 
YOUR OWN
On that note, if you want a creative 
photoshoot, something a little different 

“SOME COUPLES DON’T SAY 
ANYTHING TO ME BECAUSE 
THEY DON’T WANT TO TELL 
ME HOW TO DO MY JOB. BUT 
HEARING FROM THEM HELPS 
ME OFFER BETTER COVERAGE 
OF THE WEDDING”

or something that’s more ‘you’, open up 
about your preferences. Andrew Weild 
of Andrew Weild Photography explains: 
“As you research, you’re bound to come 
across images you love – and ones you hate. 
Bookmark these and show them to your 
photographer – it will really help them to 
understand your preferences. And is there 
a specific shot you want? Discuss how to 
get your own take on it.”

Don’t be afraid to tell your photographer 
about your personal life (is there a sport or 
hobby you enjoy as a couple? is your pet 
joining you on the day?) as it’ll spark ideas 
and help them to bring your personalities 
into the snaps. “I’ve photographed grooms-
men playing golf in their wedding outfits 
and a bride being held above the heads of 
her cheerleader friends,” Andrew says. 

EXPLORE THE 
PACKAGES 
It’s crucial to understand what’s included in 
your package, and to be sure it’s completely 
right for you. And remember – an honest 
photographer will never try to over-sell. 
Ask if there’s any leeway to tweak the 
package too, whether at the time of 
booking (you may want more hours instead 
of an album, for example) or down the line 
as your wedding plans evolve. “I offer my 
clients some standard packages as a base, 
as quite often they don’t know what they 
really want to start with,” states Justina. 
“From there, they can change the chosen 
package.” 

Jarvie & Jones operate in the same way 
and, although they advertise three specific 
packages, most clients will customise the 

[Above and below] People opt for engagement shoots for all sorts of reasons – to get rid 
of their nerves, to get to know their photographer, to get images for their invites. Justina 
Siwy of Iris Art Photography, who took these pictures, sees them as a chance to really 
understand what her clients want for the big day itself (irisartphotography.co.uk)
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service to some degree to get exactly what they want: 
“A couple can upgrade at any time, right up until the 
albums are sent to be printed. That way, the package 
meets their needs and budget when they receive the 
album, not years before,” explains Pamela.

If you’re pinching the pennies and concerned a 
more basic package will mean a less-focused service, 
there’s nothing to worry about. “Our service doesn’t 
vary from package to package,” says Pamela. “We’d 
rather lose a booking than be forced to jeopardise 
quality by offering a reduced service at a lower rate.”

A PROBLEM SHARED…
If there’s something you’re worried about – whether 
it’s your smile, your bare arms or the way a guest may 
behave during the formal photoshoot – share it with 
your photographer.

Ali Jay Edward of Ali Jay Photography has 
reassuring advice: “Insecurities aren’t always 
obvious to others. I like to know my clients’ concerns 
so I can reduce these as much as possible. Your 
photographer won’t want to capture lovely pictures 
and then have to edit them when you tell them 
afterwards that you’re making that face you hate!”

CAPITALISE ON THEIR 
WEDDING KNOWLEDGE 
Make the most of your photographer’s experience, 
take their advice on practical matters and don’t 
worry about not knowing the right terminology, or 
feeling like you’re talking to a ‘professional’ – a good 
photographer will guide you.

 “A photographer is the only supplier that spends 
almost the whole day with the couple,” points out 

“LOTS OF THINGS THAT CAN’T BE CONTROLLED 
COULD AFFECT THE IMAGES. BUT YOUR 

PHOTOGRAPHER WILL USE THEIR EXPERIENCE 
AND CREATIVE FREEDOM TO ENSURE YOU STILL 

GET STUNNING PICTURES”

[Above] Managing the 
light to create drama 
and beauty is an art, and 
photographer Andrew 
Weild is clearly a master 
of it (andrewweild.com)
[Below] Anyone who 
marries in Scotland is 
taking a chance with 
the weather, but a good 
photographer will have 
a plan B up their sleeve 
and will be able to turn 
the conditions to your 
advantage, as Dan Hariga 
at DH Photography has 
done to great effect here 
(dh-photography.co.uk)

Dan, “and, because of that, we can offer valuable 
advice regarding the day, from planning to timings. 
There are things that only photographers can see, 
and we know that by changing them we can make 
things better.” 

KEEP THEM IN THE LOOP
Throughout the planning process, keep your snapper 
posted about any special details and, of course, if 
there are changes to the arrangements, make them 
aware of these.

Dan believes communication is the key: “It’s worth 
meeting up with your photographer to discuss every 
single detail,” he says. “I usually meet my clients twice 
– once for booking and again two to three weeks 
before the wedding to go over everything again. But 
I always mention to them that we can meet ten times 
if necessary!”
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DO THE ENGAGEMENT SHOOT
An engagement shoot is great for giving you an insight into 
how your photographer will work on the big day. Justina 
explains: “This is a fun, relaxed session and an opportunity for 
the couple to get the feel of being models – for most, this will 
be the fi rst time they have been in a professional shoot. And 
they end up with a beautiful collection of images.”

You’re free to choose the location – most go for somewhere 
special, like a proposal spot or favourite hidden gem – but if 
you’re stuck for ideas, your snapper will off er plenty. 

PREPARATION IS KEY
Some circumstances are beyond the control of even the 
most organised bride and groom, but you can still prepare 
in advance by discussing all sorts of scenarios with your 
photographer – and ask if there’s anything couples commonly 
forget to plan ahead for.

They’ll most likely mention the weather (but a rainy day 
doesn’t mean ruined photos) so keep an eye on the forecast 
and consider having some funky wellies or on-theme brollies to 
hand. And, in case the heavens should suddenly open, it’s also 
worth working with the photographer to scope out a range of 
indoor shooting spaces at your venue. 

“There are lots of things that can’t be controlled that’ll 
aff ect not just the day, but the images as well,” agrees Pamela 
at Jarvie & Jones. “But your photographer will use their 
experience and creative freedom to ensure you still get a 
stunning range of images.” 

HAVE ON-THE-DAY DETAILS 
DOWN TO A TEE
You don’t want to lose valuable shooting time as a result of the 
photographer getting lost on the way or confused about start 
times. Struggling to assemble the right line-up for the next 

formal shot can also slow things down, so plan ahead for as 
many eventualities as you can. (Top tip: designate a bridesmaid 
or groomsman to gather together the family for photos, as 
they’ll know your nearest and dearest far better than the 
photographer.)

“Your photographer should have a sense of the fl ow of the 
day so they can be in the right place at the right time,” says 
Andrew. “Decide with them when any family group photos will 
happen and how long those will take. And discuss a plan for 
the bride and groom portraits – this is when ‘wow’ images can 

be made. Some couples 
spend 20 minutes or 
less having photos 
taken at the venue and 
others want to travel to 
a beach or a hill and be away for as much as an hour. There’s 
a balance to be struck, but the more time you allow your 
photographer here, the greater the variety of amazing images 
they should be able to get for you.”

REMEMBER TO GET YOUR 
ALBUM
Believe it or not, many couples neglect this part! Album 
packages rely on you and the photographer picking a 
convenient time for you to choose your images, while digital-
only means you’ll receive a link to download the pics or a 
USB full of them: “If you’ve purchased digital fi les, ask your 
photographer where’s the best place to have them printed – 
not all printers are the same,” advises Andrew. 

Ali adds: “If you go for prints, don’t just order randomly – 
think about your home and where you might want to display 
them. Your photographer may recommend something you’ve 
not thought of that’ll best fi t the space.”

[Right] Every photo album has 
a shot of the bride and groom 
walking off together into the 
future, but some are more 
interesting than others. Ali Jay 
Edward of Ali Jay Photography 
found a brilliant spot at Jupiter 
Artland to make the picture 
memorable [Far right] Digital 
pics are handy, but a beautifully 
put-together album can be 
treasured by generations to come 
(alijayphotography.com)
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