
grateful. I am embarrassed to  

finish books I hate, like extremely 

violent Scandinavian crime 

novels.

The Book of Mine I’d Love to See 

Made Into a Movie

Daughter of Fortune, with the 

main character played by Anne 

Hathaway (3) or someone like  

her. The protagonist, Eliza Som-

mers...travels as a stowaway in a 

cargo ship from Chile to California 

during the Gold Rush of 1848.  

The history of this period is fasci-

nating, and I would like to see  

it on the big screen. 

The Books by Latinx Writers  

I Have Loved This Year

Cantoras by Carolina De Robertis 

[and] Dominicana (4) by  

Angie Cruz.

If People Could Read Only One of 

My Books, They Should Read...

[My debut novel] The House of  

the Spirits, because those who 

read it usually get hooked and 

want to read other books of mine.

The Books That Inspired Me  

to Travel

War and Peace and Anna Kare-

nina inspired me to visit Moscow, 

which I imagined covered in snow. 

I visited it for a gorgeous summer 

week with a special invitation 

from the San Francisco composer 

and philanthropist Gordon Getty. 

We were hosted by the National 

Philharmonic Orchestra and got  

to see some beautiful imperial 

palaces not often open to tour-

ists. It was easy to imagine the 

characters from those books 

attending balls and concerts  

in those immense gilded rooms.

The Books I Loved as a Child

When I was very young, my favor-

ite book was an illustrated 

collection of Hans Christian Ander-

sen’s tales. Later I read all the 

classics for young adults, from 

Jules Verne to Mark Twain, and all 

of Agatha Christie’s novels.

The Last Book That Made Me Laugh

There’s a very funny sex scene in 

City of Girls by Elizabeth Gilbert (1). 

It’s really hard to find any humor in 

sex, but the author managed to 

make me laugh like a lunatic when 

her young protagonist loses her vir-

ginity with the help of a veterinarian. 

The Last Book That Made  

Me Cry

I cry often with books, especially 

when animals are involved—for 

example, Lily and the Octopus  

by Steven Rowley (2). It’s the  

story of a dying dachshund and  

her owner’s grief. I read it when  

my dog Olivia was mortally ill,  

so I related to the story pro-

foundly. I reread it recently,  

and I cried again.

The Books I’m Embarrassed to 

Admit That I Love

I am never embarrassed by the 

books I love; I am delighted and 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Upon publication of her next decades-

spanning epic novel, A Long Petal of the

Sea, the iconic Chilean author, 77, tells all

about her literary loves. � By Rosy Cordero

BOOKS OF MY LIFE

Isabel  
Allende
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A U T H O R  SCARLETT THOMAS   

P A G E S  228

Fifteen-year-old Nata-

sha has never even 

been on an airplane 

before when she 

arrives at a remote 

British boarding school 

from Russia. But she 

has long dark-honey 

hair and a black AmEx, 

and soon she is run-

ning fast with all the 

other teenage hyenas 

who sneak out to the 

village for Malibu rum 

and roll their skirts up 

way past regulations. 

Why are they all get-

ting so so thin, though? 

If her mystery doesn’t 

make much sense in 

the end, Thomas (The 

Seed Collectors) has a 

perfectly pitched ear 

for human cruelty and 

self-delusion—one man 

has “the eyes of a life-

guard who lets people 

drown”—and all the 

wild tortures young 

girls subject them-

selves to just to feel 

pretty in the world. 

B+ —LEAH GREENBLATT

TOPICS OF  

CONVERSATION 

A U T H O R  MIRANDA POPKEY   

P A G E S  205

What do women talk 

about when we talk 

about sex? The physi-

cal act is a touchstone 

in Popkey’s lean, brac-

ingly unsentimental 

debut, but the subtext 

is everything else: envy, 

intimacy, loneliness, 

self-control. In inter-

connected chapters 

that travel from a luxe 

Italian resort at the turn 

of the millennium to 

California’s desolate 

San Joaquin Valley in 

2017, Topics’ unnamed 

narrator inhabits a 

world where the men 

turn out to be mostly 

peripheral: absentee 

fathers, unwanted 

exes. But as she 

explores her own his-

tory through a shifting 

lens of female rivalries 

and friendships, the 

book’s surface cool-

ness begins to peel 

away, revealing the 

raw, uncommon nerve 

of a radically honest  

storyteller. A– —LG

CLEANNESS 

 

A U T H O R  GARTH GREENWELL   

P A G E S  223

The nameless protag-

onist of Greenwell’s 

prize-winning 2016 

debut What Belongs to 

You returns—still an 

American teacher 

adrift in Bulgaria, an 

obscure, nicotine-

fugued blotch on the 

map of Eastern 

Europe. He counsels 

(or attempts to) a 

young student crushed 

by unrequited love; 

attends a festive, way-

ward street protest in 

the capital; recounts 

various sexual 

encounters sprung 

from the most mas-

ochistic corners of the 

internet. It’s those 

rules of engagement 

that seem to intrigue 

Greenwell most; the 

intoxicating and 

almost painful honesty 

of his unflinching gaze 

on desire as “the key 

to the latch of the self, 

or the promised key, a 

key that maybe never 

turns.” B+ —LG

F I C T I O N 

R E V I E W S
Wild About 
Harry
WORK BY PHOTOGRAPHY ICON HARRY 

BENSON, WHO TURNED 90 ON DEC. 2, 

IS DISPLAYED AT NEW YORK’S STALEY-

WISE GALLERY THROUGH JAN. 25. 

HERE ARE THREE CLASSIC SNAPS 

FROM HIS 2017 COLLECTION PER-

SONS OF INTEREST. By Mary Sollosi
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The Beatles with Cassius Clay, 1964

Harry Benson captured this quintet in 

Miami during the beginning of the 

band’s first American tour and before 

the boxer’s first championship fight—

and subsequent name change.

The Clintons’ Kiss, 1992

The president-elect and soon-to-be 

FLOTUS shared an intimate moment at 

the governor’s mansion in Little Rock. 

Dolly Parton, 1976

A decade into her career, the country 

icon struck a glamorous pose for  

Benson in her Nashville home. 
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