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Habitat rejoices with the completion of Houses 13 and 14

Winter 2014

What a long and powerful 
journey the Aucklands and 

Hoovers have been on for the last 
two years. As partners with Habitat 
they sacrificed their Saturdays and 
helped build four homes (two of 
which were their own), sacrificed 
their privacy as they caught the 
attention of newspapers and TV 
stations, and endured a bit of 
craziness - as anyone who has gone 
through the home-building process 
can relate to. But, they persevered. 
They have worked so hard for 
this. That is what our program 
is all about - honest, responsible 
families who are willing to make 
the sacrifices necessary to make 
homeownership a reality for their 
family. 

(Story Continued on Page 3) 

Both the Aukland (Top) and Hoover 
(Bottom) Houses were dedicated on 
December 14, 2013 - approximately 10 
months after the groundbreaking.
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Youths get furiously busy during Valley-to-Valley event
On June 28th, 
180 youths and 
their adult leaders 
descended upon 
the Kittitas Val-
ley from the LDS 
Maple Stake for 
their annual youth 
conference. The 
day was marked 
by sunshine and 
county-wide ser-
vice. 

In Ellensburg, a 
group worked on 
site clean-up at 
Houses 13 and 
14 on Water Street. 
Another group assisted with a 
massive clothing sale at the Kittitas 
County Habitat Store and made 
pavers from cement to be sold in 

the store. 

The majority of the youths traveled 
to our future House 15 outside of 
Cle Elum, in the Sunlight Waters 

development, to 
lay the ground-
work for the reha-
bilitation project. 
The group also 
brought over 10 
cords of firewood 
that was chopped 
by the youth 
and delivered to 
needy families in 
the county who 
primarily use 
wood to heat their 
homes. 

In addition, the  
F.I.S.H. Food 

Bank partnered with 
our staff to make nearly 200 bag 
lunches to feed all of those hungry 
kids as part of their summer meals 
program. 

Youth members of the LDS Maple Stake chopping firewood for needy families.

KC Habitat for Humanity 
Board of Directors

President – Jeff LaValley
Vice-President/Treasurer – 
Peter Later
Secretary – Marlene Pfeifer
Jerry Lael
Susan Waddle
Teri Walker

Thank You Ash Grove Cement!
In December, Larry Maine of Ash
Grove Cement Company (Othello)
and Rob Florence of Ellensburg
Cement Products dropped by our
affiliate with a generous check in 
the amount of $5,000 to be used to 
build House 15. Larry explained 
that Ash Grove Cement makes it a 
practice to serve the communities 
which use their products. They 
chose Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity because we use Ash Grove 
and Ellensburg Cement Products in our houses and they believe in our 
mission of providing affordable housing for families
in need while engaging the community in volunteer service to others.
As Larry and Rob left our office we were reminded how very blessed our
community is to have people from businesses such as Ash Grove 
Cement Company and Ellensburg Cement Products who think beyond 
profits and extend a hand to others in need. Thank you to all involved in 

Ash Grove Cement Company and Ellensburg Cement Products!   carsforhomes.org

Larry Maine, Rob Florence, and Sherri Ott
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Hello Habitat Fans! As you make your way through this edition of our newsletter, I’m confident you’ll
discover what I experience daily: the joy hope brings; families in need who are able to realize their dream
of homeownership; volunteers who make dream-building possible and are blessed beyond anything they
could have fathomed simply by showing up and sharing their time; staff and board members who feel
privileged to be a part of something so incredible, who are enthused and excited about our work and the 
difference we can make in our community; and the awe I feel when 
people give of their time, talents and treasures so very generously to 
make affordable housing possible in Kittitas County.

I often reflect on why we do what we do and it comes down to 
Habitat’s mission and vision.   Our mission statement is: “Seeking to 
put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together 
to build homes, communities and hope.” Our vision is: “A world where 
everyone has a decent place to live.”

Our vision is a lofty one for sure! But we start – one house at a time
…. simply showing up and saying “yes” to a call for action by giving
time and resources. As you will see in this newsletter, enduring 
differences are being made in our community … for this generation 
and beyond.  May God bless you for your heart for others!

Sherri Ott, Executive Director

(Continued from Cover)

The groundbreaking for Houses 
13 and 14 was held on February 
23, 2013 and building commenced 
on March 23, 2013. Over 200 
volunteers gave their time and 
effort to these homes, resulting in 
2,115 hours of service – and that 
doesn’t even include our partner 
families’ hours! In addition to 
individual volunteers, we had 
several large group build days: 
the staff of HopeSource, skaters 
and coaches of the Rodeo City 
Rollergirls, and employees of 
Calaway Trading Inc. Students from 
Central Washington University 
were also a common feature on 
the job site, particularly students 

from Construction Management, 
the Asia University America 
Program, Kappa Sigma fraternity, 
and the Center for Leadership 
and Community Engagement. 

With so many volunteers we 
made great progress on these 
homes until the sunshine and heat 
of summer hit. Such summertime 
lag is inevitable for Habitat builds. 
We used this down time to focus 
on details – caulking every crack 
and nail hole, building the front 
porches, finishing the siding and 
putting on the exterior trim. 

Once summer ended and we passed 
our inspections, it seemed like 
the houses were done in a flash! 
Insulation, sheetrock, paint, carpet 

and vinyl, cabinets, doors and 
trim came in rapid-fire succession 
and the skeleton interiors we had 
been staring at for months started 
to take the shape of real homes. 
It was difficult to contain the 
excitement around the office in 
December because the Aucklands 
and Hoovers were going to be in 
their homes by Christmas. What 
better gift to receive after two years 
of long, hard work?  

(Story Continued  on Page 6)

A recent Davenport University study 
shows some of the ways homeownership 

is making a difference in the lives of 
Habitat families:

68% report an increase in their 
income
25% report better grades in school 
for their children
23% report less sickness
58% report less family conflict
40% report obtaining additional 
education

Children of homeowners:
Are 25% more likely to graduate 
from high school
Are 116% more likely to graduate 
from college
Are 20% less likely to become 
teenage mothers
Are 59% more likely to own a home 
within 10 years of moving from 
parent’s household

Director’s Corner
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Center: What float doesn’t need a cute
cowgirl riding escort along beside it
delivering strawberries?
Right: 14-year-old Luke demonstrates
his skill at the fiddle.

Top: Excited volunteers distributed fresh strawberries to the eager crowds along the parade route during Ellensburg’s Labor Day event.

Raffle Winner!
Carol Korpi won the playhouse, valued at $2,000, at the drawing held at the September 28th “No Place Like Home” fundraising event.  

Volunteers sold tickets and carted the playhouse around to events from July 4th to September 28th.  KCHFH sold 567 tickets and 
raised $3,127 through ticket sales and sponsorships.  This money went to completing houses 13 and 14 on North Water in Ellensburg.

We would like to give a special thanks to the families of Jeff and Julie LaValley, and Gene and Lindsey Shoda for painting the playhouse 
and selling tickets all summer long.

This year, we created a 
“Fiddler on the Roof ” 

motif for ourfloat in the Labor 
Day Parade.The theme came 
from our very talented board 
member and artist Susan 
Waddle – who was able to 
incorporate the prize of our 
raffle, the playhouse, as the 
float. In addition, Susan and
another artist, Roy Fusfield
created a silhouette “fiddler” that we attached to 
the roof. The float would not have been complete 
without fiddle music. We were very pleased to 
showcase the musical talents of Luke Mattfield, 
an up-and-coming local fiddler who played 
wonderfully in front of the large crowds along the 
parade route.

Music makes the parade go on!



September’s fundraising event, the
“No Place Like Home” dinner, was 
a night of wicked wind and rain, 
delicious food and inspiring words 
of guest speaker, 
Clive Rainey.

Rainey was the 
first person 
recruited to 
volunteer with 
Habitat for 
Humanity
starting back in 1977 in Americus, 
Georgia. He has over 30 years of 
service and is credited with the 
concept of “sweat equity” hours 
where Habitat for Humanity 
partner families assist in the 
construction of their homes in
order to gain a sense of pride and
ownership of their homes.

During his presentation, Rainey
discussed that giving to Habitat
isn’t just about dollars and cents,
but making an impact on a family,
on the volunteers, and on a 

community that will be felt for 
years to come.

In addition, Board President Jeff
LaValley spoke in memory of the
late Kelly Beard. Beard was 
wellknown volunteer noted for 
his giving spirit and home-cooked 
meals for work-site volunteers.

Held at the Springwood Ranch, 
approximately 125 people were 
in attendance and and we raised 
$2,755! In addition, another $1,400 
was made in matching funds for a 
total of $4,155. These funds were 

used as seed money for House 16, 
to be built in Kittitas.

The delicious meal consisted of top
sirloin and BBQ chicken, fruit salad
and tossed salad, baked potatoes,
garlic bread, baked beans and
strawberry shortcake for dessert
- all provided by Sarah Foster and
the Springwood Ranch staff.

KC Habitat for Humanity gives a
heartfelt thanks to everyone who
contributed to making this a night to 
be remembered.
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Fundraiser plants a seed for future house building in the county

Kelly Beard passed away on September 12th, 2013. 
A Board Member and inspiring volunteer for our 
organization, Kelly really lived his passion - to be a 
light for Christ. As a volunteer, Kelly rallied members 
of his church, Grace Episcopal, to not just cook lunch 
for our construction volunteers, but to create a job-

site dining experience that has become legendary. 
Kelly, because of you, many of us are inspired to touch 

the lives of others in profound and unusual ways. You will always 
be remembered with love and thankfulness to God for bringing you 
through the doors of our affiliate.

Clive Rainey

Jonna Kalar, Debbie Dowd, Julie LaVaIIey (co-Chair), Marion Gonzalez, Lindsey Shoda (Co-chair), Lindsay Thorn and Marlene Pfeifer.

KCHFH Resource Development Committee
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Habitat Store

212 S. Railroad Ave. Ellensburg, 
WA 98926

(509) 925.7378  
habitatstore@kchabitat.org

   Hours
     Wednesday    Noon - 6pm   
     Thursday       9am - 3pm
     Friday            9am - 3pm
     Saturday        9am - 3pm

Manager
Susan McCune

(Continued from Page 3)

The homes were dedicated on 
December 14th, 2013.  It was a 
sunny and unseasonably warm 
winter day, with Christmas music 
filling the air as nearly 50 people 
gathered to welcome these two 
families into their homes. Our 
partner families spoke about what 
these homes meant to them, but 
the children really put it plainly 
and touched the heart. Ivy Hoover’s 
oldest son, Tommy (16), bashfully 
took the microphone from his 
mother and shared with the crowd 
of strangers that he had never had 
his own room before, ever, and that 
was “pretty cool”. Spoken like a true 
teenager, but Tommy is still bowled 
over by having his own room and 
we are told it’s the most orderly 
teenage boys room our volunteer 
coordinator has ever seen! And 
little Kaylee Auckland (3), simply 
told the crowd, “I like you!” and 
grinned. This is why we do what we 
do!

 

Habitat for Humanity has shown that building homes 
does more than put a roof over someone’s head. In 

clean, decent, stable housing: 
 

 Families can provide stability for their children 
 A family’s sense of dignity and pride grow 
 Health, physical safety, and security improve 
 Educational and job prospects increase 

 
That’s life changing. 

             
We want to take a moment to say 

 
 

to all of the people and businesses 
that have supported us and helped 
change lives in Kittitas County over 

the last 20 years. 
 

14 homes. 48 lives changed. 
Together, we’re building a better tomorrow. 

 
 

What will you build? 

Thank You 
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Volunteers Welcome!

Are you interested in getting involved in the community or 
meeting great people? We can help you do both! 

We welcome volunteers of all talents in the Store, office, and on 
the build site (must be 16+ for the build site). 

If you are more interested in the planning, administration, and 
development of Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity, 

we suggest you check out one of our committees: Construc-
tion, Church and Community Relations, Family Services, 

Family Support, Land Acquisition and Contracts, or Resource 
Development. Even more committed to our vision of afford-

able housing in Kittitas County? Consider joining our Board of 
Directors - we are currently recruiting members. 

With over 3 years of volunteering 
and 500-plus hours  Jack Frost is 
truly a friend of Habitat for Hu-
manity.  Although “retired”, he is 
anything but ….  With all of the 
activities he has scheduled every 

day, we are blessed to be one of his 
chosen areas of service.  Our data-
base has been Jack’s focus and he 

has gone over it with a fine-toothed 
comb, making sure that our “i’s” 

are dotted and our “t’s” are crossed.  
He is always ready to bring a smile 
to our faces with a funny joke or a 

word of kindness.

THE ROCKSTARS of KC HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Jonna Kalar

Resource 
Development 
Coordinator

Omar Ibarra

Donation 
Processing 
Associate

Susan McCune

Store Manager

Alex 
Wanecheck

Donation 
Processing 
Associate

Sherri Ott

Executive 
Director

Caresse 
Brand

Store Floor 
Manager

Jeremy Storrs

Construction 
Coordinator

Jennifer 
Loewen

Program 
Coordinator

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
JACK FROST

database guru
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Up and coming projects for KCHFH in the valley

Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity
212 S. Railroad Ave.
Ellensburg, WA 98926
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If you would like to recieve future Habitat newsletters via email, please email us at jonna.kalar@kchabitat.org to
let us know. Help us be good stewards of our funding for affordable housing. Thank you!

House 16 (Below)

Another ongoing project is the build in Kittitas, 
Washington on Spokane Street.  The ground-
breaking ceremony took place January 25th 

and when the house is built it will the home of 
Partner Family Dana Betz.   

House 15 (Above)

On January 18th, 2014, we kicked off our 15th project 
in the county, a foreclosure/rehab project in the 

SunlightWaters development outside of Cle Elum, 
Washington. This will be the future home of Navy 

Veteran Spring Brechbiel and her children.


