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Centenary
freshmen
headed to
Paris in
fall 2014

F

First-year students arriving in
fall 2014 will begin their college
experience in a way no other class
before them has – with immersive
study in Paris, France. Centenary
has joined a very small number
of colleges and universities across
the nation that offers a shared
international study experience
to first-year students.
“In my experience, Centenary must be the
first in the nation to do this,” said William
Arceneaux H’12, President of the Council for the
Development of French in Louisiana (CODOFIL)
and the only person in American higher education to have led both public and private national
university associations. “This unprecedented
decision to send the entire freshman class to
Paris will place the college in the international
spotlight and result in bringing much-needed
attention to Louisiana and its efforts to promote
its French language heritage. This initiative can
only be described in one way: formidable.”
Centenary in Paris is part of a new immersive
segment which has been added to the fall
semester. New students’ first course, which begins
August 4, and ends August 22, on campus, will
include a 10-day trip to Paris. The trip will be led
by Centenary faculty and staff, and each course
will be taught by a Centenary faculty member.
The intensive learning experience will support
first-year students in creating strong bonds with
classmates and the College.
“Centenary in Paris is a meaningful way to
introduce our incoming students to Centenary and

Centenary students in Paris for May Module 2013.

its rich history in Louisiana,” said French professor Dana Kress, Chair of the Foreign Language
Department and honorary consul of France for
North Louisiana. “Both Centenary and Louisiana
have deep cultural, educational, and governmental
roots in France. Travel itself is such an education.
As Mark Twain tells us, ‘Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness.’”
The initiative has already garnered the support
of both the French and American governments
following an exploratory trip to Paris by
Dean of Students Mark Miller and Dr. Dana Kress.
The American Embassy in Paris will to host
Centenary students for discussions on French and
American relations for the inaugural Centenary in
Paris session. The French government has also
offered their support, and the Consulate General
of France in New Orleans has been instrumental
in offering recommendations and connections so
that students have a purposeful and meaningful
cultural experience.
“Centenary College of Louisiana is about to
launch what is a first in the history of study
abroad for American universities: taking its entire
freshman class to Paris,” said Jean-Claude
Brunet, Consul General of France in New Orleans.
“The French Consulate in New Orleans supports
this initiative and will facilitate the welcoming

of these young students in France. I want to
congratulate President Rowe and the faculty
of Centenary College for such a meaningful
decision. We understand and appreciate that
Centenary is investing in the cultural and linguistic diversity that is native to Louisiana in order to
broaden the connection of its students with the
global world. France is proud and happy to be
part of this academic project.”
While in Paris, Miller and Kress secured housing
in Paris for students arriving in August. Bypassing the more traditional American experience,
Centenary in Paris students will stay at an
international education and exchange facility
rather than a hotel.
“We wanted to be sure in choosing accommodations that our students were engaging with other
cultures on every level possible. The residence
we chose for our incoming freshmen is the FIAP
– Jean Monnet, a center specializing in hosting
international youth,” said Kress.
Each student will participate in one of ten classes
that will cover a variety of academic areas.
Students can expect a lively spread of experiential
learning activities and field studies throughout the
duration of their courses including excursions to
museums, historical sites, theaters, film locations,
and restaurants.
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Learning, Living, &
Leading at Centenary
Students entering Centenary in fall 2014 and
beyond will be able to do more in their four years
of college. Centenary’s new immersive segments
in August and May will provide students the opportunity to earn up to 40 credit hours a year. This
means that students will be able to spend more
time on activities like international study, global
service, or original research and still complete a
bachelor’s degree within four years.

LEARN
Centenary offers four-hour courses that turn
students’ learning into action through unique,
immersive courses and experiences. Their
courses are intrinsically linked to the Global
Challenges of the 21st Century:

Live a Meaningful Life
Expand your Circles of Relationship
Live a Sustainable Life

LIVE
World Houses, intentional communities of
practice housed in our residence halls, enable
students to live with others who share their passion and make a positive difference in the world
by responding to one of the global challenges of
the 21st century through service-learning partnerships with local non-profit agencies.
Centenary students can also cheer on or play for
one of Centenary’s 17 NCAA Division III teams,
participate in over 75 student organizations, or
become a member of one of seven national fraternities and sororities.

LEAD
Students link their personal passion with professional goals, growing intentionally through the
nationally acclaimed student development model,
Centenary Leadership. Centenary also offers
a multitude of other campus opportunities for
leadership and involvement.
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Archives

SPECIAL
C O LL E C TI O NS

Accessible Online:
Centenary alumni newsletters (1925-2005)
For Centenary alumni who remember declaring war on the sidewalk
bagles in 1951; the establishment of Baton Rouge, Houston, and
Shreveport alumni chapters in the 1960s; and the Muses raising funds to build sundecks for Rotary and
James Hall in 1986, these memories can be revisited with a push of a button. All alumni newsletters
published between 1925 and 2005 are now available online.
These publications provide a window to Centenary
alumni over a remarkably long period of time. They
contain photographs and college memories that even
stretch back to the 1880s. For those wanting to connect
with the more recent past, there are also plenty of
pictures and memories from the 1980s, too.
Centenary’s Office of Alumni and Family Relations
provided funding for the project. “This is one more way
to help our alumni stay connected and engaged with
their alma mater,” said Alumni and Family Relations
Director, Saige Solomon ’05.
One factor in deciding to add these newsletters to the
digital collections of the Centenary Archives stems from
statistics gathered from an earlier project. In early 2012,
the archives digitized a portion of alumni newsletters
published from 1969 to 1988. Online users accessed
these volumes over 3,900 times in 18 months. This activity represented the most heavily used digital
collection created by the Centenary Archives.
All alumni newsletters were scanned from cover-to-cover and in full color. Readers can access them
online in a variety of formats. Page through a volume by choosing the “read online” option, download
the PDF, or search the full text version.
To view the alumni newsletters in the Archives’ digital collections, visit centenary.edu/library/archives/
college/digitalcollections.
For more information, contact Chris Brown at 318.869.5462 or archives@centenary.edu.

