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William Joyce

Writer, Illustrator, Dreamer
With pencil in hand and the seeds of new worlds buried deep in your imagination, you set forth
in pursuit of a vision and a dream – one that would take you far from your native Shreveport...
and back again.
There were those who told you your way was wrong – that your path was not right. But with
conviction and courage, you chose to turn your back, refusing to conform, daring to pick the
unknown rather than the known.
You inherently understand that every person’s story matters and that your path to happiness is
to give those stories voice. Endless possibilities, battles fought, wonders revealed…many lands,
many joys, many sorrows – but stories all.
Through your characters – robots, mythical creatures, dinosaurs – you have taught us that
there is no love without hope, there is no wisdom without optimism, and there is no point in
growing old if we lose our child-like wonder and awe. Time and space are ours to conquer if only
we let ourselves pretend.
In a world of darkness, hatred, and doubt, you are a light. If some say that you see the world
through rose-colored glasses then it is our utmost desire that we shall forever have our own
pair, too, so that we may join you on the next grand adventure.
For encouraging us to be our truest selves, to follow our passions and dreams, to keep
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moving forward, Centenary College is proud to bestow upon you,
of Doctor of Arts, honoris causa.
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Yusef Komunyakaa

Soldier, Poet, Educator
Born of the south, you witnessed firsthand the strife and tears bled from those who fought to
instill freedoms that were denied them for far too long.
Amid destruction and chaos a million miles from home, you chose to speak life into the soldier’s
lament. You were and are a voice for the voiceless.
Digging deep into the darkness of our souls, with every rhythm – every beat – you speak of a
pain, which we can neither admit nor express, and yet, in reading it, we know (you tell us) that
we are not alone.
You have committed yourself to helping others – educating our youth – so that they can find
their own words and speak their own truth of what was, what is, and what will be.
You have seen the un-seeable. Heard the un-hearable. Lived the unlivable. Endured the unendurable.
In your distilled insinuations, we find, we know, what it is to be human, to live, to be…to breathe.
We are stone. We are flesh.
For shining light on the fragility and aching beauty – that catch in your throat – that is
,
our one and only life, Centenary College is proud to bestow upon you,
the degree of Doctor of Fine Arts, honoris causa.
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