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 (New) Indonesia in G-20: Is Indonesia 
Ready to Tackle Down the Challenges?  

 This year marks another silver line in Indonesia history with the succession of 

presidency term from Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY) to the President Joko Widodo. 

Officially appointed in October 2014, Jokowi has abundant „homeworks‟ to do, be it 

domestically and internationally. A month after its ceremonial inauguration, Jokowi went 

attending the G-20 Summit 2014 in Brisbane, Australia. Priorly, the Prime Minister of 

Australia, Tony Abbott, has came and invited Jokowi himself when he personally 

congratulated the new appointed president in his inauguration. 

 The efficacy of G-20 and the membership of Indonesia in it have provoked many 

opponents from academician and economic analysts. They argue that the membership of G-

20 is not representative enough and the qualifications of which country deserves a 

membership is quite unclear. Indonesia, Argentina, and Mexico are among the countries 

whose membership are questioned because there are other countries with more powerful 

economic strength and higher GDP per nominal that weren‟t in. Of course, there might be a 

bit consideration of geographical representation and population proportion that enables 

Indonesia, Argentina, and Mexico to join the G-20. 

 This is certainly a new challenge for Jokowi‟s presidency to prove that Indonesia 

deserves the honour of membership and is ready to perform its best at this hugely influential 

forum. Looking at the facts and statistics, hitherto, Indonesia has grown to be one of the 

emerging economic powers that has to be taken into account by other countries. Indonesia is 

considered as The Next Eleven – consisting of 11 emerging countries which are predicted to 

become among the largest economies in the 21st century. The economic growth of Indonesia 

is steady above the 5% per year and its GDP is increasing with satisfactory rate. The new 

Indonesia has already born. 

 Albeit several good news that have been stated, Indonesia needs to step up the game 

and play on higher bet. The position of Indonesia in G-20 is very strategic, yet it is still 

unable to maximize the opportunities and benefits that can be gained from G-20. The G-20 

Summit that is held annually gives a rare opportunity for Indonesia‟s leader to meet another 

leaders coming from the major power in the world. Unfortunately, Indonesia is not among the 

mover of G-20. As the 2
nd

 poorest country in G-20 after India (based on Human Development 

Index), Indonesia‟s voices in G-20 are rather unheard or overgrown by many other great 

countries. 

 Jokowi who has been well-known as “the man of people” must do what he is good at, 

which is maintaining good relationship with the other, especially with the fellow developing 

countries‟ leaders. Although known as being a moderate man, Jokowi is also known as being 
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a straightforward person, too. He is not fond of sugar-coating-style of leadership and thus, 

prefer to talk to-the-point. This is one of the advantage of Jokowi that makes him adored by 

the people.  

In the forum of G-20, he must lead Indonesia in such way that Indonesia and the 

fellow developing countries can raise their arguments regarding several issues that occur in 

their countries. These issues vary from poverty, injustice, corruption, and lack of sustainable 

development. Only by cooperating together will the bargaining power of developing states be 

escalated in G-20. In short, Indonesia – being the only Southeast Asia countries in G-20 – has 

to take the steer and be the voice of developing states.  

Other than that, Jokowi‟s Cabinet has piles of domestic problems to solve, too. In the 

prior presidency, SBY was criticized for being too “international-ish” and not paying enough 

attention to solve the problems at home. Jokowi has affirmed that he wants to put the 

domestic problems in the top priority. It must be noted that in order to develop Indonesia and 

promote it to the global scale in G-20, Indonesia should firstly improve its domestic quality. 

Many form of hindrances can hamper the flow of investment, aid, and trade cooperation with 

other countries, such as: corruption, rough infrastructure, sinous bureaucracy, taxation, and 

higher gap between Western and Eastern part in Indonesia. These are all the tasks that are 

expected to be fix within this new presidency. 

To sum up, Indonesia is a developing country with heaps of willingness to learn. 

Being in G-20 is an honour and a tough responsibility at the same time. To prove any doubt 

in regards with Indonesia‟s membership in G-20, Indonesia has to step up its game and truly 

actualize the concept of the Next Eleven. If the prediction declares that Indonesia can be the 

next major economic power, it means that there are still huge potentials in Indonesia, waiting 

to be developed. G-20 is an exclusive forum and Indonesia has not even digging up for its 

benefits optimally. In order to do that, Indonesia must be ready to tackle down the challenges 

that have been mentioned above. As an optimist, I believe that the New Indonesia under 

Jokowi‟s presidency can also be a Better Indonesia in the future. 

 

 


