
Colorado has 29 critical access 

hospitals which provide essential 

medical services to rural and 

remote areas of the state.

CRITICAL-ACCESS 
HOSPITALS29

HOSPITALS AT A GLANCE

Colorado has more than 100 hospitals and health systems located in 45 counties around 
the state. These include general hospitals as well as pediatric, long-term acute care, 
behavioral health and rehabilitation facilities. 

There are 73 designated trauma centers 

in Colorado that provide expert care 

to patients with life-threatening and 

complex medical conditions 24/7.

DESIGNATED  
TRAUMA CENTERS

Rural hospitals are typically smaller and have fewer patients, 

but must still provide the same quality and a broad range of 

services to meet the needs of their communities.

Ownership type varies widely in Colorado’s hospitals. 42 

percent are nonprofit, 36 percent are government-owned 

and 22 percent are privately owned facilities.
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UNCOMPENSATED CARE

WHO PAYS FOR HOSPITAL CARE?
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In 2012, Medicare paid only 

74 cents for each dollar 

hospitals spent caring 

for Medicare patients; 

and Medicaid paid only 

79 cents for each dollar 

hospitals spent caring for 

Medicaid patients.
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Colorado hospitals incurred more than $1.7 billion 

in uncompensated care and undercompensated 

care in 2012. Of this amount, charity care and bad 

debt represented approximately $500 million, while 

Medicare and Medicaid underpayments accounted for 

approximately $1.2 billion.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

For more information, please visit www.cha.com

Hospital workers and suppliers create another 

61,000 Colorado jobs through the money they 

spend buying groceries, paying mortgages and 

other day-to-day activities.

COLORADO JOBS ARE  
SUPPORTED BY HOSPITALS1:16

Colorado hospitals employ more than 72,000 workers, representing more 

than $4.45 billion in payroll and benefits. During the recent economic 

downturn, hospitals were one of the few sectors in Colorado that 

experienced job creation instead of job reductions.

(Above) each person represents 1,000 workers.

Colorado’s hospitals contribute about $19 

billion to Colorado’s economy each year, 

representing 4.2 percent of the state’s 

economic output.*

*Including calculations for compensation, facilities, spin-off jobs, 
hospital and employee purchasing, and other parameters.

$19B CONTRIBUTED TO 
COLORADO’S ECONOMY
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HOSPITAL REIMBURSEMENT: 

EMPLOYING MORE THAN 
72,000 WORKERS72K


