Reviews Update
Hacking Growth
Morgan Brown
and Sean Ellis
BOOKS Hacking
seems to be the
only game in town
these days – but
rest easy, Morgan
Brown and Sean
Ellis’s book has
nothing to do with shady
manoeuvres in the run-up to
the US election. Subtitled How
today’s fastest-growing companies
drive breakout success, the book
instead explores how the
likes of Facebook, Uber and
Dropbox grew from scrappy
little start-ups to the Goliaths
of today, via some studiously
implemented methodologies.
In other words ‘growth
hacking’: using a combination
of programming expertise and
data analysis with marketing
know-how to engage and
retain customers. Through case
studies – Airbnb found a way
of cross-publishing listings on
Craigslist free of charge – the
authors (start-up veterans and
founders of GrowthHackers.
com) also provide something
of an essential playbook for
business leaders to draw from
and apply to their own
companies. Ali Catterall

The Dolder Grand, Zurich
ACCOMMODATION Many hotels aim to strike a balance
between the needs of business and wellbeing, but few do it
better than the Dolder Grand. Just 20 minutes from Zurich, the
imposing five-star retreat offers unrivalled views of the city,
the lake and the Alps. Designed by Foster + Partners and
United Designers, it comprises 175 luxurious rooms and suites
within the historic main building, along with new spa and golf
wings. Business guests can find a location for every type of
meeting in one of the many libraries, lounges and event
rooms, or work comfortably from the bright and spacious
guest rooms and suites. For leisure, meanwhile, guests
can choose from the 4,000-square-metre spa, a dip in the
25-metre pool, dining at the two-Michelin-starred restaurant
or stylish new eatery Saltz, candle-lit cocktails at the bar, a
tour of the hotel art collection or a round on the adjoining
nine-hole golf course. If you’re just too tired to decide,
however, that stunning view will do nicely. Behiye Hassan
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Tumi 19 Degree Aluminium carry-on
Had Zaha Hadid designed
luggage instead of buildings, it might have
looked a little like the new 19 Degree
Aluminium collection from Tumi. The range’s
sturdy carry-on is ideal for jet-setting execs
who value style, quality and security, with
its hardwearing aluminium shell, two TSA
integrated combination locks and alluring
matte black ribbed surface that would turn
Batman green with envy. Its compact size
makes it ideal for overhead bins while
retaining a generous 35 litres. At £895 and
5.31kg, it isn’t light on wallet or muscles, but
four dual-spinning wheels and a three-stage
telescoping handle mean you avoid any
exertion walking to the gate – and a five-year
warranty and free personalisation means you’ll
be carrying this one for a while. Hannah Gresty
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Hotel Football, Manchester

A trip to the Old Trafford-adjacent Hotel Football
is a memorable, high-quality setting for soccer
purists of any allegiance. It offers a number of
corporate entertainment and delegate options,
notably the Stadium Suite matchday hospitality
package, which presents an ideal experience for
client networking, employee incentive or a more
casual affair. It comes with a complimentary bar,
four-course à la carte dining experience and a
Q&A with a Manchester United legend. Boasting
over 130 rooms and carefully decorated to not
align too strongly with its prominent next-door
neighbour, the four-star Hotel Football offers an
impressive ground-floor sports bar, and even a
five-a-side pitch under the retractable roof on
the top floor dubbed ‘Heaven’. The dream, given
life by the iconic Class of ’92 who made their
name with the club, has manifested itself as
the place to visit for football fans in the
Stretford area of Manchester. Matt Wagg
hotelfootball.com
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