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FRIENDSHIP 
FESTIVAL

Each year in September, Yokota Air Base opens the gates to the 
Japanese community for its renowned Friendship Festival. Last year, this 
popular festival attracted over 120,000 Yokota residents and Japanese 
locals alike. This year, both nations will join together again in harmony 
to enjoy two days filled with delicious festival food, parades, live music 
and exciting activities for the entire family.

This coveted event celebrates the decades long Japanese-American 
relationship, allowing local nationals to enter the normally gated and 
secured flight line. “Friendship Festival is the one time of the year that 
we get to open the gates to our wonderful neighbors and let them see 
up close what it is that we do on Yokota every day. It’s our way of saying 
thank you and continuing to strengthen our close relationship with our 
host nation,” 374 AW/PA SMSgt Gregory Bluethmann said.

Over the span of two days, there will be 39 performances including 
live bands, Taiko drummers, dancers, cheerleaders and karate 
demonstrations. Additionally, there will be an exhilarating Japanese 
sword fight between professional swordsmen. Activities for children 
include bouncy castles, games and exploring a variety of aircraft.

One of the biggest highlights of Friendship Festival is the 
extraordinary Strongman Competition which takes place on the Main 
Stage on day two. During this nearly three-hour long event, Yokota 

SAT & SUN • 16 & 17 SEP
9 A.M.-8 P.M. 
HANGAR 15 &  
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Event date and time are subject to change and/or cancellation. Visit.AirLiftMagazine.com/
friendship-festival for the most up-to-date information regarding Friendship Festival.

residents and local nationals will compete in a variety of categories 
including farmer’s walk, overhead log press, tire flip, yoke walk and 
truck pull. “This competition provides an outlet for strongmen to come 
out and put their strength to the test, lifting as much as 400 pounds and 
pulling up to 3,000 pounds. Bystanders can also enjoy a thrilling bus 
pull exhibition by a special guest strongman,” 374 FSS Fitness Center’s 
SSgt Breona Battle said.

In addition to live performances and fun-filled activities, there will 
be 80 on-base and local vendors providing a variety of freshly prepared 
foods throughout the flight line. Attendees can dine on western favorites, 
as well as delicious Japanese and international cuisines. From juicy 
steaks, turkey legs, sweet cake and fried sweets to yakisoba, yakitori, 
curry and Turkish ice cream; there is incredible food for everyone  
to enjoy!

At the end of day two, Friendship Festival will finish out with an 
awe-inspiring twenty-minute display of fireworks featuring hundreds 
of bursts illuminating the night sky. Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-
lifetime experience, where the bond between Japanese nationals and 
Americans is not only celebrated, but strengthened.
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