Scr eenpl ay



EXT. NUCLEAR POVNER PLANT

HOVER is driving up to the entrance of the parking |ot.
There is a hammock hanging in the back of the car.

HOVER
Time for another productive day at
wor K.

He drives under the raised armbarrier only for it to cone
down and smash onto his front wi ndscreen as he passes
t hrough, causing himto break suddenly.

HOMER ( CONT.)
D oh! Owmv, of all the tinmes to
never have i nsurance!

Honer drives into a parking space with the armbarrier stil
enbedded in his wi ndscreen having torn it |ose. The ends
scrape agai nst the sides of the two cars either side of him
as he parks. Honer grunbles angrily to hinself as he exits
t he car and heads into work.

HOVER ( CONT. )
Lousy stinking life. Nothing ever
goes ny way.

I NT. HOMER S WORK STATI ON

Honmer is sitting at his station with his arns folded with a
gruff expression as an alarmgoes off and the room fl ashes
red. Hi s grunmbling continues fromthe previous scene.

HOVER
Stuck in this boring, dead end job.
No prospects.

LENNY and CARL enter from behind both hol ding coffee nugs
and the al arm goes off.

HOVER ( CONT. )
Not hing to do except wait for the
sweet enbrace of cardi ovascul ar
at heroscl erosi s.

CARL

Ceez Honer, you | ook stressed.
HOVER

Tired you say? Yeah, I'mtired

alright! Tired of the sane old
routine, working nine to five,

( MORE)
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HOVER (cont’ d)
three or four days a week. What’'s
the point of a safety inspector
anyway ?

The al arm cones back on.

HOVER
| mean, how do you "inspect
safety"?

Lenny and Carl are unable to hear himover the sound of the
alarm

LENNY
VWhat ?!

HOVER
| said: DO WE EVEN NEED A SAFETY
| NSPECTOR?

LENNY
WHAT?!

HOVER
Hang on!

Honer pulls out a handgun from under the desk and begins
firing at the al arm above him head. He shoots several
bul l ets, one m ssing and goes through the ceiling, causing a
screamto be heard fromthe fl oor above. He eventually hits
the alarm causing the noise to stop. Homer drops the gun
and lets out a big | ong sigh.

CARL
Hey Honer, if you need cheering up
you should come with us to Me’'s
t oni ght.

LENNY
Yeah, he finally got padding on the
stools, so we don’t have to sit on
t hose netal spikes anynore.

CARL
You know you never had to sit on
t he spi ke, you coul d’ ve just
remai ned standi ng.

LENNY

It’s called etiquette, Carl. You
should try it sonetine.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

HOVER
| can’t guys. It’s Wednesday, so
you know what that neans. Famly
nmonopol y ni ght.

Honer | ooks around for the handgun, picks it up and pretends
to fireit at the side of his tenple, nockingly.

I NT. SI MPSON' S FRONT ROOM

The fam |y are gathered around the table. Homer and MARGE
are on the sofa, Honer |ooks bored. BART, LISA and MAGAE E
are on the floor. They' re playing a 'Wstworld version of
nmonopoly called ' Westwonopoly’. Next to the table in a pile
are other versions of nonopoly fromthe episode 'Brawl in
the Fam |y’ . Marge rolls and noves her piece, a wagon, four
spaces.

BART
Mom you | anded on ny robot
brothel. You have to pay ne $200 to
use one of ny robot skanks.

MARGE

Hm | think this edition my be a

little too "PG 13" for you kids.
BART

That neans it’s up to the parent to

deci de.

Marge | ooks guilty and nervous. Maggi e grabs a handful of
t he paper currency and rips it up, throwing it into the air
i ke confetti which rains down on her.

HOVER
Uh- oh! Maggi e destroyed the space
noney! Gane’s over! |I'mgoing to

Moe’ s!
Homer junps up off the sofa and runs to the front door.

MARGE
What ?

Marge gets up and follows Honer to the door as he puts his
j acket on.

MARGE (CONT.)
Honer, you’'re spending an awful | ot
of evenings at Mde's. Even nore
than usual. And it was al ready

( MORE)
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MARGE (CONT.) (cont’d)
excessive. |s there sonething
you' re not telling ne?

Honer | ooks nervous. He stanmers before his brain begins
speaking to him

HOVER S BRAI N
Don’t tell her how you' re feeling!
If there’s one thing |I’'ve | earned
about wonen it’s that they hate
t al ki ng about feelings!

HOVER
Are you sure?

HOVER S BRAI N
Absol utely! Lying is always the
best and nost full - proof
alternative to telling the truth.
Now i f you' |l excuse ne, | have a
hot date.

HOVER
What ? Who do you have a date with?

HOVER S BRAI N
What is this? 20 questions? | do
have a life of ny own, you know?

HOVER
kay. Ceez. Sorry.

Hormer | ooks over at Marge staring at him who has been stood
there during his entire conversation with his brain. Homer
screans in panic.

HOVER S BRAI N
She heard everything! Run!

Homer runs out the door |eaving Marge there.

I NT. MOE'S TAVERN

MOE is putting a beer down in front of Homer as he sits at
the bar | ooking depressed. Lenny and Carl are watching a
football game on the TV.

MOE
What’'s the matter, Homer? You're
casting a gl oony shadow over this
dank cesspool of msery here.
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HOVER
| dunno, Moe. |’ve just been in a
rut lately.

MOE
Wel | have you consi dered
eut hanasi a? It worked wonders for
nme.

Moe notices a rat with a piece of its left ear m ssing
stealing a pickled egg fromthe jar and nibbling on it.

MOE ( CONT.)
Hey! Get away fromthere!

The rat drops the egg and runs away as Mbe runs over.

MOE ( CONT.)
Ugh! Di sgusting creatures.

He puts the egg with teeth marks on it back into the jar.

CARL
Geez Mobe, your rat problems worse
than 1’ ve ever seen it.

BARNEY is trying to pot a ball at the pool table, but before
it goes in a rat pops out of the hole and pushes it away.

BARNEY
Hey!

Wal ks around the table with the cue and tries to pot another
ball into a different hole, but the sane thing happens
agai n. Barney shakes his fist at the table.

BARNEY ( CONT.)
Damm you magi ¢ pool trolls!

MOE
Yeah, | kinda got an influx when
the strip club across the street
got turned into a synagogue. All
the rats canme here. | can’t inmagine
why.

HOVER
| think it's the snell.

CARL

O all the danp and rotten food
left |lying around.
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LENNY
Maybe the rats think Moe's their
| eader. Like sone kind of giant
super rat.

MOE
(sarcastically)
Thanks guys. Seriously.

CARL
Hey Honer, | got an idea. If you're
| ooking for a new |l ease on |life how
about a career change?

HOVER
Car eer change?

CARL
Yeah, becone a pest exterm nator.
Then both your problens will be
sol ved.

HOVER
Exterm nator, eh...?

Homer pulls out a thick book with the title "JOBS I’ VE
ALREADY HAD and begins flicking through it until he gets to
"E .

HOMVER ( CONT. )
Let's see. Duffman, Executive of
d obex Corp., Executive Vice
Presi dent of the Power Plant,
Farmer- Nope! That | have never
been! 1'Il do it!

Puts the book away.

HOMVER ( CONT. )
Here's to making rash |ife-changing
deci sions wi thout consulting ny
wi fel

LENNY/ CARL
Cheer s!

Honmer, Lenny and Carl clink beer gl asses.



| NT. SPRI NGFI ELD ELEMENTARY, LISA'S CLASSROOM

M SS HOOVER is standing at the front of the class, talking
to her students.

M SS HOOVER
Chil dren, we have a new cl ass pet
today, after Lisa s neglect caused
the death of the class hanster,
Ni bbl es.

The other kids are all staring angrily at Lisa, who
awkwardly sl unps down in her chair.

M SS HOOVER
So pl ease wel cone to our class:
Ni bbl es 11

WLLIE enters the room pushing a trolley with a glass cage
on it, containing a hanster with black and white patches.
The kids all gaze and "awe’ in wondernment as WIlie pushes
it past their desks.

WLLIE
Ack! "Ooh | ook at nme! 1’ m eight!
|’mso easily inpressed!™ It’s only
a ruddy hanster for God' s sake!
AAHH!

WIllie puts the hanster cage at the back of the classroom
next to another cage containing a snake before storm ng out
the roomin a rage.

M SS HOOVER
Thank you WIllie. Now kids, we'll
pi ck up in our textbooks from page
4-

Li sa rai ses her hand.

LI SA
M ss Hoover.
M SS HOOVER
(unent husi astical ly)
Yes Lisa?
LI SA

Are you sure it’s safe to keep the
hanster’ s cage next to the class
pyt hon?

Pans out to show SHERRI and TERRI sitting in the two desks
to Lisa s left.
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SHERR
Uhm it’s alittle late to start
wor ryi ng about the class hanster
now, isn't it Lisa?

TERRI
Yeah, if only you d been so caring
about Nibbles I.

LI SA
What are you guys doi ng here?
You're not even in ny class.

SHERR
W're just here to rem nd you of
what a bad person you’ ve been.

Sherri and Terri high five. Lisa |ooks around worriedly at
the two cages. The python | ooks angry and hisses at N bbl es
1.

I NT. MOE'S TAVERN, BACK ROOM

Honer is wearing full exterm nation clothes and standi ng
with Moe holding a can of |ethal gas.

HOVER
Al right Me, |I’'ve been watching
Yout ube videos all nmorning. So |I'm
an expert on rodent exterm nation.

Honer unscrews the nozzle on the can and places it in a
nouse hole. Gas starts to cone out, but |eaks out fromthe
hole and into the room

MOE
And this is sure to get rid of the
rats?

HOVER
| dunno.

MOE

You said you' d been wat ching
Yout ube vi deos all norning.

HOVER
Yeah. Conpil ations of fat wonen
falling down.

Honer pulls out his phone and brings up a video.
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HOVER ( CONT. )
Check it out!

The video is of an obese wonman in a bikini riding a bike
down a sidewal k near a beach

MOE
What ?! She’s way too fat to be
riding that bike!

The woman | ooses her bal ance and screans as she falls off
the bi ke and into sone trashcans. Homer and Mbe begin

| aughi ng hysterically as the room becones filled with gas.
They eventual |l y beconme groggy and pass out.

I NT. MOE'S TAVERN, BACK ROOM

Later in the day. Homer has set up a nousetrap with a snal
pi ece of cheese on it in front of the hole.

HOVER
Now Moe, if |’'ve | earned anyt hing
fromTom & Jerry it’s that cats are
fl ammabl e and that the only way to
catch a nouse is wth a good
ol d-fashi oned nousetrap.

MOE
What am | even paying you for then?
| could ve just done this nyself!

HOVER
Quiet! Now we wait...

The two of themsit down on sone crates. Tine passes. The
scene cross fades to later. The two have fallen asleep.
They' re suddenly awoken by the snapping of the trap. They
run over to see that the cheese is gone but there’s no rats.

MOE
VWhat the hell, Honer? Where's the
rat corpse?

HOVER
| dunno. Maybe it’s broken.

Honmer sets up the trap again and places a new piece of

cheese on it. He tries to take it and the trap snaps back
onto his fingers. He screans in pain before turning to Me.
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HOVER
No. Seens fine to ne. Wait, let ne
try it again.

Honmer begins setting up the trap again as Mde goes over to a
poster and begins to renove it. Honer screans again.

HOVER
No! Al'l good here!

Moe reveal s a hidden canera behind the poster. Homer wal ks
over with swollen fingers.

MOE
Hang on. | have caneras all over
the bar so that | can blackmail you
guys if you ever reveal anything
incrimnating whilst drunk.

HOVER
Ooh! Snart!

Moe takes out the camera and they watch the recorded footage
back. It shows the rats |owering each other down fromthe
rafters, hanging onto each other’s tails, towards the
cheese. The bottomone grabs it and they pull himup before
it snaps.

MOE
Whoa! Honer, did you see that?

Moe | ooks around. Honer has crept behind the bar and is
pouring hinmself a free beer.

MOE
Hey! Get outta there!
ACT Il - INT. SI MPSONS KI TCHEN

Honer, Moe, Marge, Bart and Lisa are gathering around the
table watching the clip of the rats on a tablet.

BART
Awmv man, that is so cool

MARGE
Ww. | had no idea those little
furry pigeons were capable of feats

i ke that.
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LI SA
Rats are actually a |l ot nore
intelligent than people give them
credit for. Studies have shown that
donesticated rats can even
recogni ze their names and respond
when cal l ed, just |ike dogs.

MOE
And these rats cane fromny bar
|’ mso proud of the little guys.

BART
Hey Dad, you should upload this
video to the internet. Losers go
crazy over aninmals doing hilarious
stuff like this.

As they talk, Santa's Little Hel per walks into the kitchen
with a jar stuck on his head. He bunps into the fridge and
cupboards but none of them notice.

HOVER
There are ani mal videos on the
internet? Rats, prepare to be seen
by mllions of schnoes trying to
avoid work at the officel!

Honer upl oads the video for all the internet to see.

A map of the world shows the video spreadi ng across the
countries. It stops on New York, where laughing is heard in
stereotypi cal New York accents. Then the canera crosses the
ocean to France, where the stereotypical French laugh is
heard. It noves over to Italy, and the | aughter consists
nostly of "Heys" and "Whoas". Finally it stops on Russi a,
where there is no laughter. It then goes all the way around
the worl d before stopping back at the Sinpson house agai n,
but cl ouds obscure exactly what state it zoons in on.

I NT. SI MPSON' S FRONT ROOM

Honer and Moe are sitting on the couch watching their video
on the laptop as it gains views.

MOE
Ww. |’ve had a ot of things go
viral before, but this is the first
time on the internet.

The doorbell rings. Honer answers it. It’s COM C BOOK GUY.
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COM C BOOX GUY
Hello. | couldn’t help seeing your
vi deo while searching for any
i nformati on on the ' I nhumans’
nmovi e. Kum ko and | are hol ding an
event this weekend to mark the | ast
"Sparruto’ novie.

Com ¢ Book Guy holds up a comc with an athroponorphic
sparrow dressed as a ninja on the cover

Mbe wal ks

COM C BOOX GUY
Wuld it be possible to book your
rat circus to performat ny store
t his Saturday?

HOVER
Rat circus?

over and joins them

MOE
Sure. How does $100 an hour sound?
| nmean star talent doesn’'t cone
cheap, am1 right?

COM C BOOX GUY
Very well. But those rats better
bring their A-ganme. Thank you.

Com ¢ Book Guy wal ks away. Honer cl oses the door. He picks
up a bag containing all his exterm nation supplies.

A t hought

HOVER
Well, let’s get back to the bar and
kill those rats!

MOE

What ?! Homer, are you crazy?
There’s a |l ot of noney to be nmade
here. People are willing to pay to
see ny rats perform W could
really go places with this.

HOVER
You nean start a rat circus? |
don’t know. ..

bubbl e appears above Honer’s head. In it he's

inside a circus tent dressed like a lion tamer with a big
twrly nmustache. He's striking a group of 40-odd rats
grouped together in a cage with a whip.
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HOVER
Dance! | said dance you stupid
rats! Dance!

The rats suddenly dive on Honmer and begin biting him He
screans in pain as rats cover his body. After a few seconds
the rats di sperse | eaving nothing but Homer’s skel eton
remai ni ng. The t hought bubbl e di sappears.

HOVER
(ent husi astical |l y)
Let’'s do it!

EXT. SPRI NG-I ELD ELEMENTARY PLAYGROUND

Bart, Lisa, MLHOUSE and RALPH are hangi ng out on the
clinmbing frane. Lisa |ooks anxious.

LI SA
l"mreally worried about N bbles
1. Being positioned so close to a
predatory creature can result in
severe stress for a small animal.

RALPH
| put the tiny bunny rabbit in with
the scaly nonster.

LI SA
Wai t - You what ?!

RALPH
Now t hey can be friends!

Li sa junps down fromthe frame and runs towards the school,
scream ng. Bart junps down excitedly.

BART
Come on M| house! W gotta see
t hi s!

M LHOUSE

Bart, you know | can’t risk seeing
any act of violence after that
extrenely traumatic incident |

w tnessed | ast week. Which I could
really do with talking to soneone
about .

M | house | ooks up to see Bart already a good di stance away,
runni ng towards the school.
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BART
Can’t hear you! CGoing to see nature
at its cruel est!

M | house sighs, junps down fromthe frane, and follows Bart.

| NT. SPRI NGFI ELD ELEMENTARY, LISA'S CLASSROOM

Li sa, Bart and M| house run into the room |nside the

snake’s cage, Nibbles Il is beating up the python, punching
it in the neck. Lisa wal ks over and puts N bbles Il back in
his own cage. The python cowers and curls up in the corner.
LI SA
Ww. Nibbles Il is really strong.

guess we don’t have to worry about
the little guy.

Li sa | eaves the room | ooking happy.

BART
M | house, are you thinking what |’'m
t hi nki ng?

M LHOUSE

That blind nen shouldn’t be all owed
to cross busy streets in view of
easi ly di sturbed young boys?

BART
(annoyed)
You can just say no.

I NT. MOE'S TAVERN

Honer and Moe are standing in front of the bar. Five rats
are lined up in a rowon the bar. The first one is wearing a
bow tie. The first one Me introduces is the one with a
piece of his left ear m ssing.

MOE
Honer, neet Ratrick Swaycheeze,
John Stanouse, Ratty l|la Belle,
Ratrine Zita Jones and Borat.

HOVER
Those are funny.
MOE
Yeah, | was kinda running out of
steamtowards the end there. Now
( MORE)
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MCE (cont’ d)
come on. We've only got ten m nutes
to practice the routine because |
spent the |ast six hours com ng up
with the nanes.

I NT. MONTAGE OF CLIPS

The rats are performng a cheer |eading routine on a table
in the Android’ s Dungeon in front of a crowd of nerds. Honer
and Mbe are standing on each side of the table wearing
sparkling tuxedos. The act goes well and the crowd cheers.

Cut to the Springfield Retirement Castle. The rats are
performng a Charlie Chaplin |ike nunber for GRANDPA and the
ot her residents.

Cut to a wonman’s bachel orette party. The rats are perform ng
a sexy stripper nunber as the wonen scream One of the girls
faints. Honmer and Moe high five.

I NT. SI MPSON' S HALLWAY, EVEN NG

Honer is entering through the front door, whistling to

hi msel f and counting a | arge wad of noney. He screans when
he sees an annoyed Marge standing at the foot of the stairs
in her night gown with her arns fol ded.

MARGE
Honer, have you been at a boozie
fl oozie party?

HOVER
Rel ax Marge. There's a | ogical
expl anation. I was there with Me

and our quintet of highly
intelligent circus rats.

MARGE
Honer, |’ m becom ng concer ned
you’' re spending nore tinme with
those rats than your famly. Do you
know what | ast night was?

HOVER
(worried)
Owy, was it your annibirthary

agai n?
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Fam |y nonopoly night. You m ssed

it.
HOVER

Look Marge, you m ght not have
faith in me, but | think this gig
could really take nme places. W' ve
even been booked to perform on
Krusty. Do you know how hard it is
to get on Krusty? Last week their
speci al guest star was Bunbl ebee
Man. Therefore I’ve quit ny job so
| can dedicate nyself full tinme to

the circus.

MARGE

What ?! You quit your job? But M.
Burns said he’'ll only rehire you
ten nore tinmes at the nost. Pl ease
Hom e, think about your famly.

HOVER
| am thinking of ny fam
Twenty years from now I

'y, Marge.

want Maggi e

to look up at ne on that stage,
covered in bite marks and rat
droppi ngs, and | want her to be
able to say "That’s ny dad".

Homer wal ks upstairs. Marge sighs,

I NT. THE KRUSTY THE CLOMN SET

di sappoi nt ed.

The taping of an episode is just beginning. Al the kids are
wat chi ng the stage as KRUSTY bursts out from behind the

curtains.

KRUSTY

Hey, hey kids! | hope you’ ve al

had your tetanus shots,
we’' ve got five disease |

because
nf est ed

rodents on the show today! Gve it
up for Honer and Mbe's Ratastic

Circus!

Krusty steps to one side to revea

the rats already on stage

performng circus tricks such as riding a tiny unicycle,
junping through rings of fire and juggling. Bart and
M | house are sitting at the top of the stands talking to

JI MBO, DOLPH and KERNY.
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BART
So what do you say guys? Battle of
the 2nd grade pets? Wanna bet on
the python or the hanster?

KERNY
A smal | nenber of the Cricetinae
famly versus a bl ack-headed Asi an
Pyt honi dae? |’ ve seen enough Ani nal
Pl anet to know that ’aint gonna end
wel | .

Ji nbo, Dol ph and Kerny all hand Bart several notes of noney.
The rats finish their performance. Honer and Mbe take a bow
before wheeling their table off stage. A TV screen |owers
down in their place and an episode of 'The Itchy & Scratchy
Show begins playing called ' Mane of Bones’.

EXT. MEDI EVAL CITY

A square, Scratchy is wal king down a street in the |ower
city. Another cat that |l ooks like him only a |lighter grey,
wal ks up fromthe opposite direction.

GREY CAT
Scrat chy?

SCRATCHY
My long | ost brother? Wiat are you
doi ng here?

The two cats hug, both enotional.

SCRATCHY
| can’t believe |I’ve found you
after all these years.

An el derly cat couple wal k up behind them

SCRATCHY
Mon? Dad? You' re here too?

Several nore cats begin to arrive, one by one, much to
Scratchy’ s anazenent and confusi on

SCRATCHY
Grandpa? Uncle? My cousin? My best
friend? My third grade teacher? My
pedi atrici an?

By now Scratchy is surrounded by about fifty people that he
knows.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 18.

SCRATCHY
What’ s goi ng on?

Suddenly a giant nuclear bonb falls down on the crowd and
bl ows them all up.

Cut to a palace on the far side of town. Itchy, dressed |ike
a princess with long blonde hair, is watching the effects of
t he expl osion froma bal cony. Blood and body parts begin to
rain down around him

I NT. THE KRUSTY THE CLOWN SET

Honer and Moe are backstage. Moe has all five rats in his
arnms. He ki sses them each on the head one by one.

MOE
You guys are ny bread and butter! |
owe everything to you. Especially
you Ratrick Swaycheeze. You're the
star of the show

HOVER
Awmwv, is there anything nore sacred
than the bond between a man and his
circus performng rats?

A m ddl e- aged unshaven man, LARRY, wearing a tattered suit
and carrying a briefcase approaches them fromthe shadows
behind them He's smling forcefully.

LARRY
Excuse ne, ny nane’s Larry SparKks.
|’ ma booking agent for Springfield
Stadium | saw your perfornmance and
thought it was just filled with pep
and pizazz.

MOE
Real ly? | nmean, | always thought we
had pizazz, but | never knew we had
pep.

LARRY

Listen, we’'re | ooking for up and
com ng acts to perform next week
and I was wondering if you and your
circus would be interested. W'l
pay you handsonely.

Larry pats his suitcase, which falls open to reveal that

it’s enpty except for a single apple core. Larry quickly
cl oses the suitcase back up.
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LARRY ( CONT.)
So what do you say? If this goes
well, we could even offer you a
nati on w de tour.

MOE
Nation wi de tour?! Honer, | think
this is the big break we’ve been
waiting for. W'll do it!

Larry pulls out a piece of paper.

LARRY
Just sign here.

Larry turns around while handi ng Moe the paper.
LARRY ( CONT.)
Can you use ny back? | had to sel
my cli pboard.

Moe takes out a pen and signs. He then hands it to Homer.

MOE
Here Homer. Just sign this and our
bori ng mundane |lives will change

f orever.

Homer takes the pen, but he | ooks unsure. A thought bubble
appears to his right with Marge inside.

THOUGHT- BUBBLE MARGE
Pl ease Homer, put your famly
first. Don’ t sign.

Moe wal ks into the thought bubble next to Marge and | ooks
ar ound.

THOUGHT- BUBBLE MOE
What is this? A thought bubbl e?
You' re having an internal conflict
when you’ re supposed to be signing?
Honmer! Sign the damm contract!

The Moe in the thought bubble turns to the real Me standing
next to Homer.

THOUGHT- BUBBLE MOE ( CONT. )
Hey.

MOE
Hey.



20.

The thought bubbl e di sappears. Honmer reluctantly signs the
contract. Cut to the rats, who have tied up MR TEENY,
gagged him and are slapping himin the face.

I NT. SI MPSON' S KI TCHEN

Marge is preparing dinner while Bart, Lisa and Maggie are
sat at the table. Bart is counting all the noney he’'s nade
fromtaking bets. He quickly hides it when Honer wal ks in.

HOVER
Fam ly, | have an announcenent. |’ m
going on tour with Mbe and the rat
circus to spread wonder and j oy
across Aneri ca.

MARGE
VWhat?! | can’t believe you re being
so selfish

HOVER
Marge, this has been ny dream for
al nrost five whole days now and |’ ve
dedi cated over four and half hours
toit. Don't you dare ruin this for
ne.

Mbe walks in with all five rats in his arns.

MOE
Hey Honer, your driveway was full
so | parked in your neighbor’s
backyard. | hope that’s okay.

FLANDERS
(of f screen)
My rosebush!

Moe places the rats down on the dinner table which spread
out around the kitchen. Marge pulls herself up onto the
wor kt op and shrieks while Lisa backs away into the corner.

MARGE
Get those filthy vermn off the
di nner tabl e!

MOE
Hey, they have feelings too you
know M dge.

One of the rats is sitting next to Maggie in her highchair.
She gives it her pacifier and it starts sucking.
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HOVER
Marge, | know you don’t support ne,
but think how great this will be
for the kids. They'|ll be able to
boast about having a fanpus
cel ebrity dad.

BART
Hey, all you have to do is gain ten
nore pounds and then the Learning
Channel will give you your own TV
show.

The rat next to Bart starts |aughing at Honer.

HOVER
Way you Stuart Little-

Honer goes to strangle the rat while Bart runs away. Me
qui ckly puts his hand on Honer’s shoul der and stops him

Honmer and
there are

MOE

Hormer, no strangling the rats.
HOMVER

Sorry.
MARGCE

Honer, we can discuss this |ater,
but for now can you pl ease take the
rats out of the kitchen?

HOVER
Pfft! You re overreacting. Rats
have no nore di seases than roaches
or those little parasites that swm
up your urethra.

LI SA
Dad, | love all animals, even the
di sgusting ones, but only if they
keep at | east 500 feet away from
ne.

MOE
Fine. Cone on guys. Let’s talk in
the Iiving room

Moe begin collecting up the rats, but then realize
only four.
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MOE ( CONT.)
Wait, where' s Ratrick Swaycheeze?

Homer and Moe run into the living roomjust intinme to see
Santa’s Little Hel per standing there with Ratrick
Swaycheeze’ s tail hanging out of his nmouth. They recoil in
horror as SLH sucks it up like spagetti and swal |l ows. Homer
and Mbe stand there with their jaws hangi ng open in shock.

HOVER
Uhm .. Maybe it was a different
rat?

SLH coughs up Ratrick Swaycheeze’s bowti e.

MOE
Nope.

ACT I'l'l - INT. SIMPSON S LI VI NG ROOM

Honer and Moe are staring in horror at SLH as he happily
pants and scratches hinself while sitting on the rug. Me
runs over and grabs SLH s nmouth, pulling it open.

MOE
Oh ny God! Ratrick Swaycheeze! You
ate our | ead performer!

SLH licks Me’'s face and pants excitedly.

HOVER
Maybe we should wait ei ghteen hours
for himto come out the other end?

MOE
He’ s not gonna | ook the sane coni ng
out as he did going in.

HOVER
Come on Moe. Maybe this is a good
t hi ng.

Moe angrily turns to Honer and stands up.

MOE
What?! How is this, in any way, a
good thi ng?

HOVER

Wel| traveling around the country
with a circus of rats sounds coo
and all, but Marge doesn’t want ne

( MORE)
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HOVER (cont’ d)
to go. Plus there’'s ny kids, the
TV, the golf clubs in the attic,

and... err... Lenny! Wat about
Lenny?!

MOE
Bel i eve ne, 1’ ve thought of nothing

but Lenny since this whole thing
started. But there’s no turning
back. W're rat tamers now.

Moe takes the four remaining rats from Honer.

MOE ( CONT.)
Meet ne at the bar in an hour.
W' re gonna work out a gane plan

Moe wal ks away. He exits the house and cl oses the front door
behind him Hi s anger transitions to sorrow as he sl unps
agai nst the door and crouches down. He begins to weep while
clutching the other rats.

MOE
Ch God! Ratrick Swaycheeze!

Li sa appears in the dining roomw ndow and wat ches him
enpathy clearly on her face. We follow Lisa as she wal ks
into the TV roomto see Honer sitting on the couch staring
at the floor |ooking depressed. Lisa |ooks sad, but she
suddenly | ooks resolved and runs off.

EXT. SPRI NG-I ELD ELEMENTARY PLAYGROUND

The kids are gathered around in a circle on the far side of
the field. Jinbo, Kerny, Dol ph, SHAUNA, NELSON and MARTI N
are there.

JI MBO
Alright! Tine to watch a small fury
animal get ripped into a bl oody

pul p!

Leans to his right and puts his armaround a disgruntl ed
Shauna.

JI MBO (CONT.)
And you say | never take you
anywher e, babe.

Shauna rolls her eyes. Nelson is talking to Martin.
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NELSON
| know exactly what |’ m gonna say
to the hanster when it dies. "Ha,
ha"!

MARTI N
(uni npr essed)
Meh.

Nel son | ooks di sappoi nted. W see Bart standing just outside
the crowd hol ding the cage with the python inside.

BART
Heh, heh. Tine to scam sone chunps.

The snake | ooks up at Bart with worry and fear in his eyes.
Bart wal ks out into the mddle of the crowd.

BART ( CONT.)
Al right everyone! Are you ready to
see sone action here today? Python
vs. hanster

Bart places the python’s cage down on the ground.

BART (CONT.)
M | house, bring in N bbles Il

M | house energes through the crowd holding N bbles I1’s
cage, but he | ooks anxi ous.

BART ( CONT.)
Pl ace the conbatant on the ground
if you would, good sir. Let’s get
this show on the road!

M LHOUSE
ErmBart, Nibbles Il isn't here.

Bart | ooks over to see M| house hol ding an enpty cage. He
runs over and | ooks inside, nervous.

BART
No! No! No! He has to be!

DOLPH
Hey, what’s the hol dup?

Bart turns to the crowd as they begin to turn angry.

BART
Erm | guess the snake already ate
Ni bbl es 11! Hahaha! Not ny fault!

No one to bl ane!
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KERNY
This stinks! You lied to us,
Si mpson!

MARTI N

We paid for bl ood!

JI MBO
And if it’s not the hanster’s, it’s
gonna be yours!

NELSON
Get hin

The crowd starts chasing Bart and M| house.

BART
M | house, create a diversi on and
sacrifice yourself for ne!

JI MBO
You’ re dead, Sinpson!

M LHOUSE
Wait, they're only after you.

M | house runs off in a different direction.

BART
D oh!

The crowd continues to chase Bart as he runs off the
pl aygr ound.

Cut to the python, left behind on the field. He' s picked up
by Wllie, who is wearing a kilt which he is holding up wth
one hand.

WLLIE
A perfect snake-skin belt for ne
kilt!
Wl lie wal ks away hol ding the nervous | ooki ng python. As
Wllie turns to wal k anay we see that his kilt is hanging
| ow enough to expose half of his ass.

EXT. SPRI NGFI ELD STADI UM BACKSTAGE
Honer and Moe are wearing tuxedos and preparing to go on

stage with their four remaining rats. Me is talking to the
rats.
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MOE
Quys, this is our big night. Now I
know it’s gonna be hard our there
wi thout Ratrick Swaycheeze | eadi ng
you, but | have total faith in you
all.

HOVER
Mbe, are you sure you wanna go out
there? | nean who ever heard of a
four-rat circus?

MOE
You' re not backing out after we’ ve
conme this far, are you Homer? After
all the literal blood, sweat, tears
and urine we’'ve poured into this
proj ect ?

HOVER
Yeah, but w thout our best rat what
chance do we have?

MOE
Ratrick Swaycheeze’s death is down
to your dog. So the |east you can
do is get out on that stage with
us. You m ght not believe in these
little guys, but | do.

to the steps leading up to the stage while hol ding
Hormer | ooks down. Lisa suddenly conmes running up

behi nd them hol di ng sonet hing cl asped i n her hands.

Moe st ops

LI SA
Dad! Moe! Wait!

HOVER
Li sa? What are you doi ng here?

and | ooks around.

LI SA
| ve been agoni zing over what to
do. I don’t want you to | eave Dad,

but I know you’' re not feeling
fulfilled. And Me, | also
understand the pain of |osing a pet
t hat was supposed to be in ny care.
So if this rat circus nmakes you
bot h happy, then here.

Li sa hands Honer what she’s holding. It’s Nibbles Il

di sgui sed

as a rat.
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LI SA (CONT.)
Hopefully this will be a good
enough repl acenent for
Ratri ckSwaycheeze. | know he’s not
technically a rat, but he's
definitely nore talented than your
everyday hanster. Trust ne.

Honer | ooks noved.

HOVER
Amv Lisa. | can’'t believe you did
this.

Moe places the rats down and rushes over, snatching N bbles
Il from Honmer’s hands, excitedly.

MOE
Oh, way to go, Lisa! Now we’'re sure
to go down a storm Hollywood here
we cone!

Moe begi ns headi ng towards the stage, but stops and turns
back when he realizes Homer isn't follow ng him

MOE

Honer, what’'re you waiting for?
HOVER

Moe, | can’t go out on that stage.

| need to stay here in Springfield.

LI SA
Dad, are you sure?

Homer kneels down and puts his hand on Lisa s shoul der.

HOVER
O course. From now on you, Bart
and Maggie are the only snal
creatures | care about.

Homer and Lisa hug.

MOE
Real | y? You' re really gonna abandon
me right at the |last second?

HOVER
|’msorry, Me. | just don’t think
| can leave ny famly. Not even for
rats.
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MOE
Way- |- You know what? Screw you
Sonme friend you turned out to bel
don’t know why | even needed you in
the first place! They're ny rats
and this is my show 1’ m goi ng out
t here and becom ng a worl d-w de rat
tam ng sensation on ny own! Have a
nice lifel

Moe scoops up the rats and Nibbles Il and marches out on
stage while nmuttering angrily to hinmself. The stage |lights
hit him The stadiumis filled with people.

ANNOUNCER
And now, presenting, ’'Honmer and
Mbe’'s Ratastic Circus!’

Musi c plays. Moe places themall down. The rats start
perform ng, but N bbles Il grabs one of the rats and starts
beating it up. Mde panics as Nibbles Il turns on each of the
rats. The audi ence gasps, HELEN LOVEJOY faints.

Rl CH WOVAN
My word! This is the |level of
vi ol ence one expects to see in the
cat circus.

MOE
Hey! Knock it off! Leave them
al onel!
Moe reaches down and tries to pull N bbles Il off the rats

but accidentally rips the rat disguise of him The crowd
gasps. A wonman covers her daughter’s eyes.

MEL
That rat is a fraud!

The crowd starts booing and throw ng things. Me scoops up
the rats and runs off-stage. Cuts to CH EF W GGEUM st andi ng
next to LOU.

W GGUM
Looks |ike the only rat on that
stage was "Bernard Manchego" up
t here.

LOU
Uhh, ’Bernard Manchego’ ?
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W GGUM

It’s a play on the con-arti st
Bernard Madoff, the nmasterm nd
behi nd the Ponzi schene that cost
i nvestors billions of dollars,
conmbi ned with manchego, a chees
emade fromsheep’s ml k. Rats eat
cheese. God Lou, don't ask ne to
expl ain ny clever puns to you.

LU
| don’t ask you to explain the
cl ever ones.

W ggum gi ves Lou an angry gl are.

I NT. SI MPSON' S MASTER BEDROOM NI GHT

Marge is lying on the bed in her night dress weepi ng. Honer
slow y opens the door and peers inside. Marge sees him

MARGE
What are you doi ng here? Cone to
get your stuff before jetting off
around the world wth your rat
ent our age?

HOVER
Erm well actually, there’'s no jet,
no entourage, no world, not even a
t he.

Wal ks in and sits down on the bed next to Marge.

HOVER
|"ve been a fool, Marge. You and
ki ds nean everything to ne.
Therefore, 1’ve decided to stay.

Honer runs his fingers along Marge’ s shoul der.
HOVER ( CONT. )
We can start the make-up sex now if
you like. 1've only had ten beers.
Marge pulls away and folds her arns in anger.
MARGE

You really think it’s that sinple,
huh?
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HOVER
Erm.. How about this?

Homer runs out the room He cones back a few seconds | ater
carrying a bag.

HOVER ( CONT. )
| had this custom made. | thought
we could play it on our next famly
nmonopol y ni ght.

Marge reaches into the bag and pulls out a board gane called
"Margopoly’, there’s a picture of Marge on the box and
"Margopoly’ is witten on her hair. Marge is overjoyed.

MARGE
" Mar gopol y’ ? A nonopoly ganme based
entirely around nme? It’s just what
every worman in the world wants!

Marge turns and ki sses Honer.

HOVER
Heh, heh. Hasbro, once again you ve
saved ny marri age.

Honer and Marge make out. They fall back on the bed and
begin foreplay. It pans out fromthe Sinpson house to the
street, where Bart is still being chased by the angry nob.



