
 

LOS ANGELES—A USC professor was detained after the false active shooter report and claims of gunfire prompted a campus

wide lockdown and substantial response from the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) on Monday, October 2.

After the news of the mass shooting in Las Vegas on Sunday, October 1, a second shooting was reported on the campus of

USC. A massive police presence was visible on the college campus after USC issued an alert telling students to shelter in

place at 12:23 p.m. Within about half an hour, police had verified that there was no active shooter. The LAPD tweeted, “No

danger to community.”

After completing a search of a third-floor classroom in Fertitta Hall, a building of the business school where the incident

was reported, John Thomas, head of USC’s Department of Public Safety, wrote in an email statement:

“It was reported a faculty member during class falsely told her students there was an active shooter in the building.” LAPD

Deputy Chief Phillip Tingirides said, “the female professor appeared to have some sort of episode,” and told students there

was an active shooter on campus. The woman, whose name department officials have repeatedly declined to release, was

not booked on any criminal charges, but she was detained for questioning by authorities.

Officers with the school’s department of public safety let students return to classrooms around 2 p.m. In a statement

released late Monday afternoon, USC Provost Michael Quick praised the rapid response from the LAPD as well as students,

staff and faculty for their appropriate reaction to the alert before referring to the mass shooting in Las Vegas, which left

more than 59 people dead and 527 people injured.

USC Professor Detained After False Campus Shooting Report
By  Macee Binns  - Oct 9, 2017
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SUSPECT SENTENCED IN HIGH-SPEED CHASE
HOLLYWOOD—The suspect
responsible for leading po-
lice on a high-speed chase
that ended at Hollywood
Boulevard and Highland Av-
enue was sentenced to 3
years in state prison on
Thursday, October 5, the
Los Angeles District Attor-
ney’s Office revealed.

Tony Carl Calloway Jr.,
24, or Rancho Cucamonga
pleaded no contest to one
felony count of fleeing a
pursuing peace officer’s
cruiser while driving reck-
lessly, Deputy District At-
torney Robert DuFour stat-
ed.

On March 9, Calloway
stole a car in Colton and was
later spotted by authorities
driving the stolen vehicle on
the 101 Freeway near Park-
way Calabasas. A pursuit
that lasted nearly 1 hour
commenced, before ending
in Hollywood when police
used spike strips to stop the
vehicle.

After the pursuit stopped,
the suspect lit a cigarette
and refused orders by police
to exit his vehicle. He was
later arrested. The case was
investigated by the Los An-
geles Police Department,
Hollywood Division.

By Staff
BEACH CURFEWS TO BE RE-EVALUATED IN LOS ANGELES

By Vanessa Arrendondo
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PROFESSOR DETAINED AFTER FALSE CAMPUS SHOOTING INCIDENT
LOS ANGELES—A USC pro-
fessor was detained after the
false active shooter report
and claims of gunfire
prompted a campus wide
lockdown and substantial
response from the Los An-
geles Police Department
(LAPD) on Monday, October
2.

After the news of the mass
shooting in Las Vegas on
Sunday, October 1, a second
shooting was reported on
the campus of USC. A mas-
sive police presence was vis-
ible on the college campus
after USC issued an alert
telling students to shelter in
place at 12:23 p.m. Within
about half an hour, police
had verified that there was
no active shooter. The LAPD
tweeted, “No danger to com-

munity.”
After completing a search

of a third-floor classroom in
Fertitta Hall, a building of
the business school where
the incident was reported,
John Thomas, head of USC’s
Department of Public Safe-
ty, wrote in an email state-
ment:

“It was reported a faculty
member during class false-
ly told her students there
was an active shooter in the
building.” LAPD Deputy
Chief Phillip Tingirides said,
“the female professor ap-
peared to have some sort of
episode,” and told students
there was an active shooter

on campus. The woman,
whose name department of-
ficials have repeatedly de-
clined to release, was not
booked on any criminal
charges, but she was de-
tained for questioning by
authorities.

Officers with the school’s
department of public safety
let students return to class-
rooms around 2 p.m. In a
statement released late Mon-
day afternoon, USC Provost
Michael Quick praised the
rapid response from the
LAPD as well as students,
staff and faculty for their ap-
propriate reaction to the
alert before referring to the
mass shooting in Las Ve-
gas, which left more than 59
people dead and 527 people
injured.

By Macee Binns
DAVID GEFFEN GIVES $150 MILLION TO LACMA BUILDING

BEVERLY HILLS—David
Geffen pledged $150 mil-
lion to the Los Angles Coun-
ty Museum of Art (LACMA)
planned Zumthor building
on Wednesday, October 4.
The pledge is the largest
single cash gift from an in-
dividual in the museum’s
history. 

“This historic commit-
ment propels LACMA’s two-
decade expansion and re-
building project forward,”
said Michael Govan, LACMA
CEO and Wallis Annenberg
Director. “David Geffen is
one of Los Angeles’s, and our
nation’s, most generous phi-
lanthropists. This gift, for
which we are incredibly
grateful, ensures that our
new building becomes a re-
ality. Pledges of this magni-
tude are incredibly rare, and
David’s commitment
demonstrates his belief in
the power of art museums to
reach a broad and diverse
public and create signifi-
cant civic benefit. ”

The Zumthor building,
will be named the David
Geffen Galleries and is $150
million away from the nec-
essary $650 million needed
to break ground and begin
construction. The David Gef-
fen Galleries, which will re-
place four of the museum’s
seven current buildings, is
intended to enable LACMA’s
vast encyclopedic collection
to be shown and experi-
enced in innovative ways.

“I am excited to see the
positive effects this new
building will have on Los
Angeles’s art and architec-

tural communities. This in-
novative addition to the
LACMA campus will ensure
ongoing and expanded ac-
cess to their permanent col-
lection. LACMA will be able
to touch millions of lives and
create an even healthier and
more vibrant community
for everyone,” said Geffen.

He continued, “At a time
when federal funding for
the arts is threatened, it’s
important that we foster
public-private partnerships,
like this one, to support arts
and cultural institutions.
We must ensure that the

public, everyone, has access
to these venerable institu-
tions. I am proud to partner
with the County and other
members of the community
in helping LACMA move this
remarkable project from vi-
sion to reality. Together, we
can and must make sure
every person has access to
the arts.”

The building was origi-
nally designed to resemble
the tar from the nearby La
Brea Tar Pits, but has been
updated and changed. It will
bridge Wilshire Boulevard. If
the funds are secured, the
proposed project will offi-
cially break ground in 2019.
The building is expected to
be finished by 2023 if the
timeline is not delayed. 

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art is located at
5905 Wilshire Boulevard (at
Fairfax Avenue) in Los An-
geles. For additional infor-
mation call (323) 857-6000
or visit www.lacma.org.

By George Morris

A suspect who led police on a high-speed chase
throughout Hollywood was sentenced to 3 years
in state prison.

Reports surfaced of an active shooter on the
USC campus on Monday, October 2 that turned
out to be false.

The early designs for the David Geffen Gal-
leries.

THOUSANDS OF UCLA STUDENTS VOLUNTEER OVER THE WEEKEND
WESTWOOD—Thousands
of UCLA students were scat-
tered throughout Los Ange-
les over the weekend as part
of the annual UCLA Volun-
teer Day.

Over 3,500 freshman and
new transfer students mo-
bilized on Saturday, October
7 to volunteer across the
region. They were led by
over 400 additional UCLA
Bruins including alumni,
returning students, staff,
faculty, parents and com-
munity members. The vol-
unteers will be distributed
throughout the city by a
fleet of 60 school buses.

The annual event sends
Bruins all over the city,
working on projects in K-12
schools, parks, food banks,
veterans’ service centers,

and senior and neighbor-
hood sites. The projects in-
clude helping move sup-
plies, clearing brush, pulling
weeds, tutoring younger stu-
dents and painting murals to
support schools.

Los Angeles Councilman

Marqueece Harris-Dawson,
California Assemblyman
Reggie Jones-Sawyer, Los
Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict Board member George
McKenna and UCLA Chan-
cellor Gene Block came to-
gether to visit Horace Mann

UCLA Community School,
where they helped about
200 other Bruin volunteers
work on different projects
around the school.

The volunteer event began
in 2009 as the largest com-
munity participation event
for new students in history.
It has served as a model for
other similar programs in
other parts of California and
the United States.

UCLA is one of the leading
public schools in the na-
tion, which represents it-
self with three pillars: edu-
cation, research and service.
Volunteer Day promotes and
represents the service pillar,
giving students the tools
and transportation to sup-
port the community around
them.

By George Morris

Thousands of Bruins mobilized on October 7 as
part of UCLA's annual Volunteer Day.

PIERCE COLLEGE INTENDS TO KEEP ITS URBAN FARM
WOODLAND HILLS—Pierce
College is planning to use
the property on De Soto Av-
enue and Victory Boulevard
to supplement the Agricul-
ture Department, quelling
resident’s fear about the fate
of the urban farm after the
Farm Center vacated the
area two years earlier.

“The developers that drive
past there everyday, their
mouths water, and they just
can’t believe that property
doesn’t have something on
it,” said John Walker, the ex-
ecutive vice president of the
Woodland Hills Homeown-
ers Organization (WHHO).

Pierce Vice President of
Administrative Services Rolf
Schleicher and Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs
Sheri Berger met with the
homeowners on September
27, at Kaiser Permanente
in Woodland Hills and as-
sured them that no com-
mercial development would
be built on the property.

“We are a farm in the city,
and that is very unique. We
need to preserve that,” said
Berger. “We are serving stu-
dents who grew up in the
city, who may have never
seen a cow, who don’t know
where their food comes
from.”

According to Berger, an
agricultural education cen-
ter is set to be built in 2020.
The building will be 8,000
square feet and will act as
anchor to the Agriculture
Program and fill the area left
by the Farm Center. Two
greenhouses, each 1,000
square feet, will be built to
allow future expansions.

The Farm Center, owned
and directed by Robert McB-
room, occupied the land
from 2005 to 2015. The Los
Angeles Daily News report-
ed when the five-year lease
ended in 2010, McBroom
was given a year to vacate
the property. After refusing
to leave the property, the Los
Angeles Community College
District and McBroom came
to a settlement, which stip-
ulated that the center would

close indefinitely to the pub-
lic the day after Christmas
2014, and the area would be
vacated by April 15 the fol-
lowing year.

According to Berger, the
Farm Center lease was not
renewed because the col-
lege decided a better use to
the property would be to
educate its agricultural stu-
dents, and the present en-
terprise wasn’t educational
or monetarily profitable.

“Our intention all along is
that the college is here to
meet the educational needs
of our students. Our pri-
mary goal is for students to
further their education, have
them transfer and enter the
workforce,” said Berger.

Schleicher added that the
Farm Center was good for
the community and provid-
ed K-12 educational servic-
es, but it conflicted with
the institution’s focus to
provide optimal post-sec-
ondary education.

“Across the state, there
was a need for education in
agricultural and plant sci-
ences; there was a high de-
mand for students, and our
program was not fulfilling
that demand. So we made an
assessment and decided to

go in this direction,” said
Schleicher.

After the Farm Center’s
departure, the Woodland
Hills area was concerned
that it would be lacking in
c o m m u n i t y - e n g a g i n g
events. Pierce administra-
tion assured WHHO that ef-
forts would be created with-
in the Agriculture Depart-
ment to draw in the com-
munity. A community gar-
den, equestrian shows, and
a farm store are tentative
projects.

“There’s more than run-
ning events that are enter-
prise oriented,” Schleicher
said. “Could I make more
money putting enterprises in
there? Absolutely. But that’s
not what we are here for.”

According to Berger, plans
for the land have been avail-
able online since April 4,
2015, however, the lack of
progress on the vacant plot
has caused residents to ques-
tion if Pierce intends to pre-
serve the entire farmland.

“There will never be a
time when a developer will
go by that property and say,
‘I’m glad it’s a farm,’” said
Walker. “They will always
go by that property and say,
‘How can I get my hands on

that to do something with
it?’ It’s just the nature of the
beast that floats through
the community.”

Founded in 1947, the
Clarence W. Pierce School of
Agriculture was created to
educate Los Angeles school
children about agriculture
and animals, the Los Ange-
les Times reported in a 1997
article. The college began in-
struction on 392 acres in
Woodland Hills.

According to the Pierce
College website, as the San
Fernando Valley grew, the
need for public secondary
education grew. Enrollment
grew from about a hundred
students in 1947, to more
than 25,000 in the early
1980s. Though the college
has been modernized and ex-
panded to include addition-
al areas of study, the Agri-
culture Program and the
farm have remained through
the decades.

Pierce College is now 426
acres, with 226 dedicated
to the Agriculture Program.
Berger indicated the farm
has 100 chickens, several
goats, sheep, and cattle,
three donkeys, a pot belly
pig, a llama and a tortoise.

All aspects of the Agricul-
ture Program were not dis-
cussed at the meeting, but
Berger indicated they are
still present and important,
but the current focus is
bringing this part of the
program up to industry stan-
dard.

The fields along Victory
Boulevard will be used for
instructional food produc-
tion, an area that was previ-
ously lacking. Berger noted,
the students will learn to
plant, learn irrigation tech-
niques and learn about soils
and soil conditions.

“To a lot of people on the
outside, you see just land.
And you don’t see anything
on it and people think, ‘Oh,
I can put something on it,’”
said Berger. “Not us. We see
instruction. We see labora-
tory space. We see training
for our students.”

By Vanessa Arrendondo

BODY FOUND IN CAR NEAR LAUNDROMAT UNDER INVESTIGATION
WEST HOLLYWOOD—On
Sunday, October 8, at
around 4:30 p.m. a body
was discovered inside a
vehicle on the 7900 block
of Santa Monica Boule-
vard. Officials from the

Los Angeles Sheriff’s De-
partment were called to
the scene after the body
was discovered by a clerk
near a laundromat in the
region.

“Right now, it appears to

be death by natural causes,
but the coroner will have
to make the final determi-
nation,” said LASD Deputy
Kimberly Alexander to City
News Service.

According to reports, the

body has been identified as
a male, but the name of
the victim and cause of
death has not yet been dis-
closed to the public. Au-
thorities are investigating
the case.

By Eugene Achim

Pierce College in Woodland Hills.

PACIFIC PALISADES—The
city of Los Angeles has
reached a settlement in
court that would have offi-
cials go before the California
Coastal Commission (CCC)
to defend and re-evaluate
the 30-year-old beach cur-
fews, which close beaches to
the public between mid-
night and 5 a.m.

The curfews, implement-
ed in 1988 to deter crime in
the area, span 11 miles of
shoreline, including Pacific
Palisades and San Pedro,
the Los Angeles Times re-
ported. The nighttime clo-
sures were put into effect

without the CCC’s advice
and were extended along
the coast as crime increased
during the 1990s. The CCC
and Venice Beach activists
have been fighting the cur-
few since its implementa-
tion. Activists state that the
beach is public land and
should be accessible to res-
idents at all hours.

The California Coastal
Commission contested the
issue in 2010, when home-
lessness was on the rise in
the region. The city denied
the commission’s request,
and expanded the curfew off
the sand to the Venice

Boardwalk. The CCC re-
opened the discussion in
2014, the Los Angeles Times
reported, and requested that
the city of Los Angeles pro-
vide proof that crime was
still high enough to warrant
the ordinances.

In 2015, the city of Venice
sued, stating Los Angeles
County created the curfews
in defiance to the CCC. To
placate them, Los Angeles
City Attorney Mike Feuer
was asked to draft an ordi-
nance for 10-foot wide walk-
ways on Dockweiler and Will
Rogers Beach, that would be
excluded from the curfew.

Los Angeles County re-
mained firm on its position
stating that the commis-
sion did not have jurisdic-
tion on the shorelines. Ac-
cording to the Los Angeles
Times, under the settlement
agreement, the city will seek
a permit from the city engi-
neer and the commission,
and will warn curfew viola-
tors before issuing citations.

The first hearing to dis-
cuss the issue will be Thurs-
day, October 12 at the
Westchester Senior Center
in Venice, the Los Angeles
Times reported.

" I  LOVE LUCY" WRITER BOB SCHILLER DIES
PACIFIC PALISADES—Bob
Schiller, writer of the hit TV
series “I Love Lucy,” passed
away on Tuesday, October
10 at the age of 98. He co-
wrote the show with Bob
Weiskopf who passed away
in 2001.

Schiller worked with ac-
tress Lucille Ball once the
series ended on “The Lucy-
Desi Comedy Hour” and
“The Lucy Show.” He also
worked with Weiskopf on
other well-known shows
that included “All in the
Family,” “Maude,” “The Car-
ol Burnett Show,” “The Red
Skelton Show” and “Archie
Bunker’s Place.” Schiller
spent a vast majority of his
career with comedic writ-
ing. In 1935, he attended
UCLA, where he penned

comedy pieces for The Dai-
ly Bruin and used the pen
name “Bob Tales.”

During the 1940s, he was
drafted into World War II,
where he once said that

“the worst weapon I had to
use was a pie to the face.”
He wrote columns for “Star
and Stripes,” boosting troop
morale.

Schiller received two Em-
mys during his career, both
victories which he shared
with Weiskopf. Those
awards were for his work on
“All in the Family” and
“Flip.” Both Schiller and
Weiskopf also won the Pad-
dy Chayefsky Laurel Award
for lifetime achievement
from the Writer’s Guild of
America. The duo collabo-
rated during the 50s, 60s,
70s and 80s, until Schiller
retired in 1988. He passed
away inside his Pacific Pal-
isades home with his
daughter, Sadie Novello by
his side.

By George Morris

Bob Schiller, acclaimed writer for shows such
as "I Love Lucy," died on Tuesday, October 10.

CITY COUNCIL CONTRACTS FIRM ABOUT FLOODPLAIN MAPS
MALIBU—The Malibu City
Council contracted the
consulting firm of Moffatt
and Nichol to assist the
city with appealing the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency’s proposed
floodplain maps of the re-
gion.

City council is challeng-
ing FEMA on the grounds
that the agency’s current
maps are outdated, do not
account for seasonal tide
fluctuations, and are in-
correct. According to re-
ports, residents contend
that the current proposed
floodplain maps- which
overlie many homes and
businesses- adversely im-
pact opportunities for fair
priced mortgages, con-
structions loans, or insur-

ance premiums.
According to the city of

Malibu website, the maps
are preliminary until they
are adopted during the
summer 2018. A Public Ap-
peal Period started on Au-
gust 9, 2017 and will run
for 90 days. During this
appeal period, residents
may submit appeals and
protests if they disagree
with the maps and believe
an error has been made.
Property owners who want
to appeal are required to
submit the scientific or
technical data intended to
negate or contradict
FEMA’s findings to Mal-
ibu’s Floodplain Adminis-
trator.

Once the Appeal Period
concludes, the city will

evaluate all appeals and
submit its findings to
FEMA. Once FEMA reviews
all appeals and protests and
incorporates any needed
map changes, a Letter of Fi-
nal Determination will be
issued. Six months later,
maps will be adopted and
become effective, as will
any new flood insurance re-
quirements. Currently, the
city intends to use these
flood hazard maps to help
determine requirements
for construction and de-
velopment.

The city of Malibu will
conduct a series of com-
munity meetings to inform
the public about these pro-
posed map revisions. A pub-
lic outreach meeting was
held on August 22.

The firm plans to present
its findings to the Malibu
City Council at the coun-
cil’s next meeting on Mon-
day, October 23. Assistant
Public Works Director Rob
DuBoux stated that the
firm’s report to the city
council would determine
the city’s final decision on
whether or not to file an of-
ficial appeal with FEMA.

Moffat and Nichol levied
challenges against FEMA
on behalf of Ventura and
Dana Point. A deadline of
November 6 is set for all ap-
peal proposals. All of the
firm’s findings must be sci-
ence based for FEMA to
accept the revisions. If no
revisions are accepted, the
current maps will go into
effect August 2018.

By Dylan Gera and Donald Roberts


