
www.dailymail.co.uk 90pSaturday, September 26, 2015

 

tipsy posh and grim-faced becks leave a party this week

Only Briton left in Guantanamo
to be freed in victory for Mail
campaign to end scandal of his
14-year detention without trial

Justice 
at last!
By Ian Drury, David Jones 
and Jason Groves

Britain’s last detainee 
in Guantanamo Bay is 
finally coming home 
after a Daily Mail  
campaign for justice.

After a grotesque ordeal last-
ing 14 years, Shaker Aamer has 
been told he will be released 

from the notorious military 
prison within a month.

The US has bowed to mounting 
pressure to free the 48-year-old 
terror suspect, who has languished 
behind bars without charge or 
trial since February 2002. The sur-

prise announcement yesterday 
represents a major victory for the 
Mail’s tireless campaign for the 
married father-of-four’s release.

Mr Aamer’s jubilant family last 
night thanked the newspaper for 
its ‘huge contribution’ in securing 
his freedom. His father-in-law, 
Saeed Siddique, 72, said the 
paper’s campaign had been an 
important factor in persuading 
the US authorities to release him.

Speaking from a joyful family 
gathering at his daughter Zineera’s

the 
torture 
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spending more and 
more time apart?
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now he’ll hold son he’s never seen

Shaker Aamer all-party group in Par-
liament, said: ‘I can only imagine the 
hardships that Shaker has under-
gone during his lengthy incarcera-
tion, and I wish him a rapid return to 
health in the bosom of his family.’ 

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman confirmed there were 
no plans to detain Mr Aamer. ‘He is 
free to be reunited with his family,’ 
she said, but added: ‘The Prime Min-
ister has been clear that the public 
should be reassured that everything 
to ensure public safety is in place.’ 

The US released Mr Aamer on 
condition the British would guaran-
tee he posed no threat.

Given British residency in 1996, Mr 
Aamer was described in US military 
files as a ‘close associate of Osama 
Bin Laden’ who fought in the battle 

of Tora Bora. He insists he was work-
ing as a charity worker in Afghani-
stan when he was kidnapped and 
handed over to US forces in 2001. 

During his time held without trial, 
his lawyers said he was subjected to 
torture, with beatings and sleep 
deprivation, and held in solitary 
confinement for 360 days. In his 
early days of captivity, in Afghani-
stan, he says he was tortured in the 
presence of British agents.

The Mail has always stressed that 
Mr Aamer may have done bad things 
– but since he was never charged or 
given a trial, every day of his incar-
ceration in Guantanamo represented 
another grotesque affront to justice 
and a propaganda gift for terrorists.

His lawyer Clive Stafford-Smith 

said he was prepared to co-operate 
with the authorities. 

‘We have offered them any security 
arrangements they like,’ he added. 

‘If anyone has question marks they 
always have the opportunity to charge 
him and we’ve said that for years.’

Last night it was claimed that 
high-level discussions had taken 
place between London and Wash-
ington over how the British security 
services will monitor Mr Aamer.

Lord Carlile, the former independ-
ent reviewer of terrorism legislation, 
said: ‘The state cannot arbitrarily 
place restrictions upon him. It 
would be quite wrong to demonise 
him because there is no evidence to 
justify demonising him in 2015.’

Comment – Page 16

great day for justice

because of the support of people so strongly 
devoted to the truth. 

‘I am overwhelmed by what people have 
done by their actions, their thoughts and 
their prayers, and without their devotion to 
justice I would not be here in Britain now.’

The Saudi-born father of four hugged his 
wife Zinnara at a private London clinic 
where he had been taken for extensive med-
ical checks. She has bought him his first 
fresh clothes after years of prison uniforms 
– a jumper and shirt from Primark.

The man known as ‘Prisoner 239’ at the 
notorious US detention centre in Cuba 
touched down at Biggin Hill airport in Kent 
at around 1pm. He was flown in on a £23mil-
lion Gulfstream IV chartered at a likely 
£50,000 cost that was split 50-50 by the 
Home Office and the Foreign Office.

As Mr Aamer made his dramatic home-
coming, it emerged that:
n The Government is likely to offer him well 
over £1million to keep quiet about allegations 
of UK complicity in torture;
n Downing Street said Mr Aamer was ‘free’ 
and would not be detained;
n Intelligence agents are likely to want to 
interview him but he will not be placed 
under close surveillance.

In an emotional first phone call to his fam-
ily, shortly after the plane landed, Mr Aamer 
wept for joy and repeatedly thanked every-
one who had fought for his freedom – includ-
ing the Mail, his family, his lawyers and 
campaigners.

‘Shaker was really tearful but they were 
tears of pure happiness,’ said his father-in-
law Saeed Siddique, 73. ‘He was so joyful 
and he just kept saying thanks to everyone. 
And he thanked God for hastening his 
release and sending him back to us. Right 
up until the last minute he didn’t believe he 
would be released, and he still sounded sur-
prised – as though it was a miracle.’

Before leaving Guantanamo, Mr Aamer 
told his lawyers he wanted to meet his wife 
alone, before being reunited with his four 
children because he wanted her to spend 

‘They were tears of 
pure happiness’

From Page One He’s set 
for £1m 
damages 
payout
SHAKER Aamer is in line for a 
 taxpayer-funded payout of at least 
£1million.  

A compensation deal was agreed 
in 2010 between the British 
 Government and lawyers repre-
senting  Guantanamo detainees 
following legal action.

The group, many of whom said 
they were victims of rendition and 
torture, sued the Government over 
its involvement.

Many alleged British secret serv-
ice complicity in their mistreatment 
at the American base.

Ministers settled the case saying 
they could not defend it without 
damaging British security by reveal-
ing secret intelligence information.

Last night Mr Aamer’s father- 
in-law Saeed Siddique said his 
son-in-law had the right to be 
 compensated for the time he has 
spent in custody.  

He said: ‘He has the right to apply. 
He has been offered compensation 
when he was there.

‘The important thing is his free-
dom, and money doesn’t matter.

‘Of course we are thankful and 
grateful and appreciate everybody 
[who campaigned for his release].’ 

He added: ‘Justice came but really 
late, too late.’

 Mr Aamer’s settlement could be 
among the largest because of the 
length of his detention.  

Others given cash include Binyam 
Mohamed, a British resident who 
claims MI5 and MI� fed questions to 
his CIA-backed torturers.

Details of the deals were shrouded 
in secrecy and all sides bound by 
confidentiality agreements.  

The Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman said yesterday: ‘There 
was a settlement in relation to 
detainees in 2010.  

‘That was subject to a legally-
 binding confidentiality agreement. 
I cannot go into details of who was 
party to it.’

DAVID Cameron last night wel-
comed Shaker Aamer’s return to 
the UK and said there were ‘no 
plans’ to detain him.

The Prime Minister’s spokesman 
said the former Guantanamo 
detainee would be ‘free to be 
reunited with his family’ in Lon-
don. Downing Street also 
repeated assurances made by the 

PM last month that ‘everything 
necessary to ensure public safety 
has been put in place’.

However, it is thought highly 
unlikely Mr Aamer will be put 
under formal surveillance by 
police or the security agencies. 
To do so would require a current 
intelligence case against him.  

The length of time he has been 

No plans to detain  him here, says Cameron
Family man: Shaker Aamer before his arrest with daughter Johina and son Michael

By Jack Doyle 
Political Correspondent

some time telling him about each of them. 
The reunion took place when she visited 
him in the clinic, Mr Siddique told the Mail. 
‘She took with her a few things she had 
bought for him, and she has decorated the 
house specially for his return. 

‘She has bought a new carpet and units 
for the kitchen and the bedroom. We have 
also bought him a new outfit of clothes, 
including a jumper and shirt, from Primark. 
It may be a few days before he comes home. 
We know his health is not good so first he 
needs a full MOT.’

Mr Aamer’s eldest child, Johina, 18, who 
last saw him when she was four, personally 
waged a campaign of letter writing to 
secure his release.

She wrote to David Cameron last year, 
and Jack Straw when she was seven, telling 
the then foreign secretary: ‘He used to love 
me when he was with us.’ 

The couple also have sons Michael, born 
in 1999, Saif, born in 2000, and Faris, 13. 
Faris was born on Valentine’s Day 2002, the 
day Mr Aamer arrived at the detention 
camp, and they have never met.

The family lives in a three-bedroom coun-
cil house in Battersea, South London.

Tory MP David Davis, chairman of the 
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now he’ll hold son he’s never seen
 

n
ot until the wheels of 
his Gulfstream jet left 
the tarmac, and he 
gazed from the cabin 
window to see the 
lights of the Cuban 

coast disappearing in the 
darkness, will Shaker Aamer 
have allowed himself to 
believe he was finally free 
from the hell of Guantan-
amo Bay.

to understand his scepticism, you 
need to have been inside the US 
detention camp and witnessed its 
Kafkaesque regime. It is a place 
where the rules of justice, as we 
know them, do not apply. 

A place where orders can be 
handed out and rescinded in an 
instant, as Washington commands 
– a fact that Aamer knew only too 
well after twice hearing that his 
release had been sanctioned, only 
to see his hopes dashed without so 
much as a word of explanation.

And only those who have visited 
‘Gitmo’ – seen the desperation in 
the eyes of its wretched prisoners, 
and stood inside one of their spar-
tan, white-walled little cells – will 
comprehend how Aamer must have 
felt yesterday, as he stepped off the 
plane and took his first gulp of 
autumnal Kent air.  

Having been there on three occa-
sions, including earlier this month, I 
can imagine the mixture of over-
whelming joy and utter bewilder-
ment he must have experienced.

In ‘Gitmo’, Aamer was not 
regarded as a person. Ever since 
Valentine’s Day, 2002, when he was 
dumped at the prison – his hands 
and feet shackled, his senses 
blanked out by earmuffs and a 
blindfold – he has simply been a 
number.   

His guards were under strict 
orders to address him always as 
Detainee 239, his identification 
serial code.

During one tour of the detention 
facility, I witnessed the despair of 

his daily routine. Confined for up to 
22 hours each day in a dank cell per-
manently lit by halogen lights, for 
long periods Aamer wasn’t even 
allowed a pen, paper or books for 
stimulation. He was denied these 
basic items as a punishment for 
what his guards term ‘non-compli-
ance’. In other words, refusing to 
eat and otherwise protesting against 
the injustice of his plight. 

His cell was so small that its white 
concrete walls were barely an arm-
span apart. According to Aamer’s 
testimony to police, the two ceiling 
lights were sometimes so dim that 
he could barely see his hand – then 
they were turned up so brightly that 
the cell  rapidly transformed  
into a sauna. 

hE said that underneath a 
window was a hole-in-the-
ground toilet, and a metal 
sink. ‘the guards could 
come along and flash lights 

into your eyes through the door, to 
make sleeping even less possible.

‘the MPs [military police] would 
put a bowl of Pinesol disinfectant 
by the vent, or spray it directly in, so 
that it would almost suffocate the 
men in the cells, particularly if you 
had an asthma problem.’

other alleged techniques used on 
the prisoners were for staff to leave 
the water running all day, making a 
noise to prevent inmates from sleep-
ing, and force-feeding.

Prisoners, it was claimed, would 
be strapped into the chairs and 
restrained at the legs, arms,  

By 
David 
Jones

Praise for Mail’s campaign
tHE role of the Daily Mail in securing Shaker 
Aamer’s freedom won high praise last night.

Clive Stafford Smith, who is his lawyer, said: 
‘Both I and Shaker want to thank all of you at the 
Daily Mail and Paul Dacre personally for the really 
solid support they’ve shown not just for Shaker 
but for the notion of human rights and decency.’

Mr Aamer’s family say this paper’s relentless 
campaign was a major factor in persuading the 
US authorities to release him. His father-in-law 

Saeed Siddique said he was ‘thankful and grate-
ful’. Andrew Mitchell, a tory former cabinet 
minister, said: ‘Enormous credit is due to the 
campaigners who have fought his corner, often 
standing for hours in the cold and rain to keep 
his case before the public gaze, and to the Daily 
Mail who alone amongst the British media 
raised serious questions.’ 

Joanne MacInnes, of the We Stand With Shaker 
campaign, said the Mail had been fantastic.

No plans to detain  him here, says Cameron

Manacled 
in a tiny 

cell for 22
hours a day 
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held in A hell
hole for
13 yeArs
WiThoUT TriAl

After those US torture revelations, scandal of the
Londoner locked in Guantanamo with no hope of justice

THE horrifying story of a 
London father incarcerated 
at Guantanamo Bay for 13 
years can be told today.

Amid global outrage at a US 
Senate report into the torture of 
terror suspects by the CIA, MPs 
last night demanded the immediate 
release of Shaker Aamer.

The 46-year-old, who has been detained 
without trial or charge since November 
2001, says he has been beaten and 
starved of sleep and food. 

Lawyers say he is still being held at the 

US base in Cuba only because intelli-
gence officials fear he will expose more 
evidence of torture by the West.

Mr Aamer claims he was in the room 
when a detainee called Ibn Sheikh al-
Libi was being abused in the presence 
of British intelligence officers.

If true, that would be extremely dam-
aging for Washington and London, 
which used information given by al-Libi 

to justify the disastrous invasion of Iraq 
in 2003. Mr Aamer’s MP, Tory health 
minister Jane Ellison, told the Mail: 
‘Shaker Aamer’s continued detention 
in Guantanamo Bay is unacceptable. 

‘The UK Government has confirmed 
repeatedly that they want him released 
to the UK and the latest revelations 
serve to underline that Shaker Aamer 
should be immediately reunited with 

his family in Battersea.’ Incredibly, 
Saudi-born Mr Aamer, who moved to 
London almost 20 years ago and has 
fathered four children by a British wife, 
was cleared for release by the US back 
in 2007. But his detention has been 
extended repeatedly by officials who 
insist he must go back to Saudi 
Arabia, not Britain.

Mr Aamer aroused suspicion because 
he had moved to Taliban-held Afghani-
stan with his family and was arrested 
there in mysterious circumstances 
after the regime fell. 

However his supporters say nothing 
can justify his continued detention 
without trial.
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high-ranking US officials and the 
Saudi interior minister in which Mr 
Aamer was described as a ‘Saudi citi-
zen with significant ties to the UK’.

The current impasse is embar-
rassing for David Cameron, who 
said Mr Obama had vowed to ‘pri-
oritise’ the detainee’s release after 
White House talks in January.

David Davis, the Tory ex-minister 
who will speak in today’s debate, 
said: ‘The intention is to put more 
pressure on America to keep the 
promise it made to Britain. The 
senior half of the US administra-

tion is saying there is no evidence 
against Shaker and that he must 
be released, yet the other half is 
putting obstacles in the way.’

Cori Crider, a director of legal char-
ity Reprieve and Mr Aamer’s lawyer, 
said: ‘It is a scandal that he contin-
ues to languish in Guantanamo.

‘Bland reassurances that the 
Obama administration is prioritis-
ing his case are no longer enough. 
We need a concrete timetable for 
his return home, and we must see 
answers on why this didn’t happen 
years ago. For a start, we need to 

know what happened in secret 
meetings between the UK and US, 
and the US and Saudi Arabia – are 
these indications of an attempt to 
silence him by handing him over to 
the Saudi regime?’ 

Saudi-born Mr Aamer moved to 
London almost 20 years ago and 
married, securing leave to remain 
in Britain. In 2001 he was detained 
in Kabul while carrying out peace-
ful voluntary work for an Islamic 
charity, his representatives claim.

He was handed to the US military 
for $5,000 and tortured at a secret 

‘black site’ prison. US intelligence 
insisted he financed Al Qaeda and 
was a key aide of Osama Bin Laden, 
a claim he vehemently denied.

He was sent to Guantanamo Bay 
in February 2002. Despite being 
cleared for release, US officials are 
determined he is sent to Saudi Ara-
bia, even though there are serious 
concerns he will face torture.

Mr Aamer’s lawyers allege the 
intention is to silence their client, 
who claims to have witnessed 
abuse in the presence of a British 
security official.

ued to hold top-level meetings with 
Saudi ministers which indicate 
they were discussing sending him 
to the Arab kingdom instead.

One file reveals that less than two 
months after US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton told then Foreign 
Secretary William Hague in August 
2010 that she ‘welcomed... discuss-
ing Mr Aamer’s case’, the US sent 
an ‘action request’ to its embassy in 
Riyadh on the subject of ‘engaging 
Saudi Arabia on Shaker Aamer’.

Another document reveals a meet-
ing in Jeddah in August 2013 between 

the torture files

Family man: Shaker Aamer with two of his children

By ian Drury
Home Affairs Correspondent

MPs will make a blistering attack 
today on the US for failing to hand 
over Guantanamo Bay inmate 
Shaker Aamer to Britain.

Politicians from all main parties will 
raise the scandal of the 48-year-old con-
tinuing to languish in the prison camp.

Mr Aamer, a father of four, has been 
incarcerated in the naval facility in Cuba 
for 13 years without charge or trial.

His supporters in Parliament will use a 
backbench debate to renew pressure on 
the White House to keep the promise to 
free the terror suspect, who lived in South 
London with his wife and children.

MPs will also question whether the US 
authorities secretly negotiated to send 
him to Saudi Arabia to face possible tor-
ture – despite repeatedly telling the Gov-
ernment he would be sent back to Britain. 

Guantanamo
Briton must
be set free 
now, MPs 
tell America

‘What happened in 
secret meetings?’

Meanwhile, Amnesty International will 
hand a 32,000-signature petition to Down-
ing Street calling for him to be freed.

Saudi-born Mr Aamer is the longest-
serving UK resident in Guantanamo and 
has twice been cleared for release, by the 
Bush administration in 2007 and by 
Barack Obama in 2009. But redacted doc-
uments released under Freedom of Infor-
mation requests show US officials contin-

BETRAYAL OF 
PRISONER 239

British spies implicated as Londoner held
for 13 years in Guantanamo speaks out
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nastiest divorce
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THE last ‘Briton’ in 
Guantanamo Bay has 
given the first detailed 
account of how he was 
tortured in the presence 
of British agents.

Shaker Aamer says his head 

was repeatedly s lammed 
against a wall while a British 
officer was in the room.

On another occasion, a young 
British officer in a red beret visited 
him in a ‘cage’. Both alleged inci-
dents took place on US bases in 

Afghanistan shortly after his 2001 
capture. Mr Aamer’s account is one 
of the most serious allegations 
levelled at the security services for 
‘complicity’ in the CIA’s notorious 
torture programme.

Lawyers for Mr Aamer – who has 
been held at Guantanamo Bay for 
13 years without charge or trial – say 
the 48-year-old British resident is 
being denied freedom to keep a lid 
on his claims. But he was allowed
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tipsy posh and grim-faced becks leave a party this week

Only Briton left in Guantanamo
to be freed in victory for Mail
campaign to end scandal of his
14-year detention without trial

Justice 
at last!
By Ian Drury, David Jones
and Jason Groves

Britain’s last detainee 
in Guantanamo Bay is 
finally coming home 
after a Daily Mail 
campaign for justice.

After a grotesque ordeal last-
ing 14 years, Shaker Aamer has 
been told he will be released 

from the notorious military 
prison within a month.

The US has bowed to mounting 
pressure to free the 48-year-old 
terror suspect, who has languished 
behind bars without charge or 
trial since February 2002. The sur-

prise announcement yesterday 
represents a major victory for the 
Mail’s tireless campaign for the 
married father-of-four’s release.

Mr Aamer’s jubilant family last 
night thanked the newspaper for 
its ‘huge contribution’ in securing 
his freedom. His father-in-law, 
Saeed Siddique, 72, said the 
paper’s campaign had been an 
important factor in persuading 
the US authorities to release him.

Speaking from a joyful family 
gathering at his daughter Zineera’s

the 
torture 

files
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L
AST FRIDAY, the 
Daily Mail cam-
paign to free Shaker 
Aamer, the last 
remaining British 
resident in Guantan-

amo Bay, finally bore fruit. 
For Mr Aamer’s wife Zin 

S iddique  and  the i r  four 
children, the news can only 
bring indescribable joy. It is 
thought he will be released in 
the next month.

They have not seen him for 14 
years, ever since he was handed 
over by bounty hunters for an 
estimated $5,000 into the hands 
of American forces shortly after 
the destruction of the Twin 
Towers on September 11, 2001.

During that time he has 
almost certainly been tortured 
and beaten, and undoubtedly 
been held in solitary confine-
ment for years.

He has been the subject of 
countless humiliations. Yet
he has never been charged with 
a crime. 

By any standards he is the 
victim of a grotesque perversion 
of justice at the hands of 
America, with the shameful 
complicity of British intelli-
gence agencies and politicians.

Terrified
His youngest son,  Faris , 

who is 13 years old and lives 
with his mother and three 
siblings in South London, 
has grown up without ever 
meeting his father.

So it would be more than 
understandable if Mr Aamer 
retreats for good into the 
bosom of his family on his 
return to Britain. He has 
endured, in all truth, more than 
any human being should be 
asked to endure.

It seems fairly certain that he 
will be offered a huge sum of 
money by the British State in 
compensation for the wretched 
injustice he has suffered.

In return for the money he 
may well be required — like 
many other ‘terror suspects’ 
who have suffered comparable 
torture and degradation — to 
keep his mouth shut.

Nobody would blame him for 
taking the cash. For the rest of 
us, however, the Shaker Aamer 
scandal is not quite as simple 
as that.

His impending return to 
Br i t a i n  ra i ses  pro fo u n d 
questions about the conduct of 
British intelligence agencies in 
the aftermath of 9/11.

The questions do not stop 
with MI5 and MI6. Jack Straw, 
then Foreign Secretary, and 

ex-Prime Minister Tony Blair 
must be held to account for 
their wider role in the Shaker 
Aamer affair.

Bear in mind this utterly 
scandalous fact: Shaker Aamer 
was reportedly first cleared for 
release as long ago as 2007, then 
again formally in 2010.

So, if the reports were true, he 
was forced to endure eight 
unnecessary years in the living 
hell of the Guantanamo Bay 
prison camp. 

Why? There were no security 
reasons for keeping him in jail, 
and certainly not the slightest 
legal justification, because 
Shaker Aamer has never been 
charged with any crime. 

As this paper has said many 
times, we may never know 
for certain whether he is 
entirely innocent of consort-
ing with Al Qaeda terrorists. 
Indeed, he may be guilty of 
bad things. But there is no 
doubt that keeping a man 
locked up for so long without 
a fair trial is an appalling 
abuse of justice.

My view is that Mr Aamer may 
have paid the price for knowing 
too much. The CIA had very 
good reason to be terrified of 
what he might reveal when he 
emerged from jail.

Shaker Aamer may well be 
one of the very few people 
capable of shedding light on 
the darkest and most cynical 
of all the lies used to justify the 
Blair/Bush invasion of Iraq.

I  am talking about the 
completely false claim, repeat-
edly made by the United States 
in order to justify the planned 
invasion of Iraq, that Saddam 
Hussein provided Al Qaeda 
with training in chemical and 
biological weapons.

This fabricated, completely 
implausible assertion was based 
on information seemingly 
extracted under torture from a 
Libyan citizen called Ibn al-
Sheikh al-Libi, who, like Aamer, 
was captured in Afghanistan in 
the wake of 9/11. 

Very conveniently for all 
concerned, al-Libi is dead, 
having been secretly flown by 
the U.S. to Egypt and then 

Libya, where the Gaddafi 
government later reported that 
he committed suicide.

Unluckily for him, Shaker 
Aamer was a witness to al-
Libi’s treatment at the hands 
of the Americans.

Like Mr Aamer, al-Libi was 
held at Bagram prison in 
Afghanistan. According to the 
respected lawyer Clive Staf-
ford Smith, who has frequently 
visited Mr Aamer in Guantan-
amo Bay: ‘Shaker was prisoner 
005  in  Bagram,  and  he 
witnessed Ibn a l - Sheikh
al-Libi being taken out [of the 
prison, alive] in a coffin.’

Stafford Smith says the CIA 
then ‘flew al-Libi to Egypt, 
where he was subjected to 
torture by electric cattle 
prod. Once there he “con-
fessed” that Al Qaeda and 
Saddam Hussein were in 
league’. This turned out to be 
a palpable falsehood.

We now come to the second 
reason why the authorities may 
have been only too happy to let 
Mr Aamer rot in Guantanamo. 
This concerns British Intelli-
gence rather than the CIA.

Beaten
According to his solicitor, 

Gareth Peirce, Mr Aamer 
‘described a UK intelligence 
agent being present while he 
[Aamer] was being beaten’.

This claim from Gareth Peirce 
is of huge importance.

While there is overwhelming 
evidence of British complicity 
in torture, the case of Shaker 
Aamer is the only one where 
there is a suggestion that a 
British intelligence officer was 
present in the room while it
was going on.

The third reason why Mr 
Aamer may have been kept in 
Guantanamo for so long 
concerns a tragic episode at the 
jail in 2006. On June 9 of that 
year, three detainees apparently 
committed suicide.

But confusion surrounds these 
deaths, and Mr Aamer is on 
record as stating that he was 
very badly beaten up on that 
day. Was there a connection 

between his beating and the 
deaths of the others? 

It is important to be fair to 
the U.S. authorities. In the 
wake of 9/11 they had a very 
serious job making certain that 
such an atrocity was not 
repeated, and that the guilty 
were brought to justice.

There were, furthermore, 
entirely legitimate questions 
to  be  asked about  what 
exactly Shaker Aamer was 
doing in Afghanistan shortly 
before the attack on the 
Twin Towers. He says he had 
journeyed from Britain to 
work there for a charity. But 
questions abound.

However, it is a vital principle 
of British justice that everyone, 
even those suspected of the 
most terrible depravity, should 
face trial.  

Shaker Aamer has never been 
charged with anything, while 
apparently suffering dreadful 
abuse and torture. This is why it 
is essential that we learn the full 
truth about his story.

Betrayed
Right from the start there was 

a horrible paradox about the 
way that George W. Bush and 
Tony Blair fought their so-called 
‘war on terror’.

Both leaders said they were 
fighting for Western values of 
decency, tolerance and the
rule of law.

Yet Britain and America 
repeatedly betrayed those 
values by employing detention 
without trial, extra-judicial 
killing and torture.

To its everlasting credit, the 
U.S. last year came to terms 
with its grotesque conduct 
when California senator Dianne 
Feinstein produced a no-holds-
barred report into the horrify-
ing conduct of the Central 
Intelligence Agency.

In Britain we have had no such 
investigation into the role 
played by our own intelligence 
agencies — even though David 
Cameron promised such an 
investigation in the run-up to 
the 2010 General Election.

With the belated return of 
Shaker Aamer to his family in 
London now a matter of weeks 
away, there can surely be no 
excuse for waiting any longer. 

We owe him a full investiga-
tion into his terrible claims. 
More important still, we owe 
it to ourselves. Otherwise, 
Britain will no longer be able 
to regard herself as a law-
abiding country with values 
that shine like a beacon of 
decency around the globe.    

by Peter 
Oborne

Torture and the
man who could
expose Britain’s
dirtiest secrets

c o M M e n t

The 111 helpline is in 
need of major surgery
TODAY, the Mail Investigations Unit 
raises profoundly disturbing questions 
about the NHS 111 helpline – a service at 
risk of meltdown.

Hundreds of thousands of calls not 
answered… a single nurse available to 
cover an area of 2.3million people… 
overburdened staff, with only three 
weeks’ training, making  life-or-death 
decisions with barely any clinical 
support… call-answering targets missed 
for seven months in a row…

With chronic understaff ing and 
computers giving misleading advice, lives 
have been lost unnecessarily, while many 
more are at risk. No wonder a whistleblower 
says the service is ‘completely unsafe’.

Such is the appalling reality of the 
helpline, intended to be staffed by ‘highly 
trained advisers’, which was set up to 
offer urgent assistance to patients and 
direct them to the best medical care.

Instead, in some areas, up to 75 per cent 
of calls are left unanswered at busy times.  
With GPs too often unavailable, it is 
hardly surprising that patients feel 
they’ve nowhere to turn but their nearest  
A & E department, where they pile yet 
more pressure on overworked staff.

Indeed, the chaos at the 111 helpline, 
which replaced the equally hapless NHS 
Direct, is just one more aspect of the 
crisis in out-of-hours care that sprang 
from Labour’s botched contracts, giving 
GPs massive pay rises for fewer hours.

It highlights the pressing need for a 
radical shake-up, which must surely 
include putting family doctors back on 
call, round the clock. Sticking-plaster 
solutions just don’t work. 

Kindergarten politics
IN the past, Shadow Chancellor John 
McDonnell has made no secret of his 
support for ‘insurrection’ (including IRA 
terrorism) as a means to achieve political 
ends. Yesterday, told to ‘behave himself’, 
he kept such bloodthirsty views quiet.

Yet even his best efforts to sound 
reassuring failed to conceal that he 
remains a student revolutionary at heart, 
consumed by class hatred and utterly 
out of his depth in his new post.

This quasi-Marxist throwback espoused 
policies straight from a yellowing, hard 
Left textbook, repeatedly proven to kill 
jobs and spread poverty.

Inevitably, he threatened swingeing tax 
rises for ‘the rich’ (though, equally 
inevitably, he didn’t specify which income 
group he had in mind).

All we know is that Labour has plans to 
introduce a 60p top rate, reverse any cuts 
in inheritance tax and increase National 
Insurance contributions, leaving anyone 
on £50,000 a year to pay 49p in every £1. 
So much for encouraging aspiration.

Meanwhile, Mr McDonnell pledges an 
all-out assault on business and the City, 
reversing the planned cut in Corporation 
tax and introducing a so-called Robin 
Hood Tax on every financial transaction.

Thus, he would undermine Britain’s 
competitiveness, kill off jobs and threaten 
London’s wealth-creating status as a 
leading global banking centre.

As for his plan to turn the Business 
Department into the hub of a command 
economy – overseeing nationalisation, 
infrastructure and ‘setting new standards 
in the labour market’ (i.e. spewing red 
tape) – has he learned nothing from the 
serial failure of similar experiments?

Most breathtaking of all, the Shadow 
Chancellor expects voters to believe that 
by squeezing the rich and ordering the 
Bank of England to print money, he will be 
able to pay off the deficit without cuts.

This is kindergarten economics. Yet in a 
country where bankers have got away with 
massive fraud, great inequalities exist and 
a privileged elite is in charge, the danger is 
that such simplistic ideas may be 
attractive to worrying numbers of people.

The Tories will be making a huge 
mistake if they fail to take the Corbyn-
McDonnell threat seriously.
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Set me free so 
I won’t miss
my daughter’s 
18th birthday
Last Briton in Guantanamo Bay 
appeals for immediate release

the 
torture 

files

Family: Mr Aamer with Johina and Michel

From David Jones
in Guantanamo Bay

with physical and psychological 
ailments, said: ‘The very first thing 
I want is a cup of coffee, then for a 
doctor to look me over.

‘And then I want to talk to my 
wife. Alone. I need her to tell me 
what the kids are like, after so long. 
Only she knows this. I can’t know. 

‘And she is the one who has suf-
fered the most, with me, because ... 
she has had to carry on for so long. 
I need to find out from her every-
thing that has happened in the 
years I have been away. Everything 
I’ve missed. Right after that I want 
to see the kids as soon as possible. 
I was hoping to get my daughter a 
present for her 18th birthday.’ His 

THE last Briton being held in 
Guantanamo Bay has pleaded to 
be allowed back to the UK four 
days early – so he can be with his 
daughter when she celebrates 
her 18th birthday on Tuesday.

The US agreed last month to release 
Shaker Aamer from the notorious 
detention camp, where he has been 
held for nearly 14 years and claims to 
have been tortured.

But Congress had to be given 30 days to 
consider the decision, so officially he is 
not due for release until next Saturday at 
the earliest.

However, Mr Aamer, 46, who last saw 
A-level pupil Johina when she was four, 
appealed for the rules to be relaxed.

‘I know the 30 days will not be up until 
October 24, but come on,’ he said during 
an emotional six-hour meeting with his 
lawyers, the first time he has spoken 
publicly since being told the US govern-
ment had sanctioned his release. 

‘If everybody is already content to let 
me go, then why can’t you release me for 
the end of my daughter’s childhood?’

The father of four met his legal team 
from the human rights organisation 
Reprieve last week. Yesterday, when notes 
of their conversation had been cleared by 
US censors, the Daily Mail was given 
exclusive access to the transcript.

Mr Aamer, who has been diagnosed 

lawyer Cori Crider, who led the 
Reprieve team, said Mr Aamer 
seemed more optimistic than at 
any time during the eight years she 
has been visiting him. He also 
expressed deep gratitude to the 
Daily Mail and others who have 
secured his release. The campaign 
had moved him to tears, he said – 

and he smiled broadly when she 
handed him a copy of the Mail’s 
front-page report headlined: ‘Jus-
tice at last’. ‘He said he was taken 
aback because he felt he was a 
“nobody”,’ she said. 

Mr Aamer knows returning to his 
three-bedroomed house in Bat-
tersea, South London, after so 
many years spent largely in soli-
tary confinement in an 8ft by 12ft 
cell will not be easy. Reprieve will 
offer him help to readjust. How-
ever, according to his father-in-law 
Saeed Siddique, life has changed 
so much that nothing can fully 
prepare him. His wife Zin, 40, has 

bouts of depression caused by his 
captivity; his three oldest children, 
Johina, Michel, 16, and Said, 15, are 
now modern London teenagers, 
whose world will be totally alien to 
him; and he has never met his son 
Faris, 13, who was born on the day 
he arrived in Guantanamo: Valen-
tine’s Day, 2002.

As the Daily Mail has stated 
repeatedly, there is no telling if Mr 
Aamer is innocent or not. It might 
be true, as he maintains, that he 
had been in Afghanistan to set up a 
charitable school in December 2001 
when villagers captured him and 
handed him to the Americans for 

bounty money. It might equally be 
the case that he travelled there to 
wage terrorist warfare on the West, 
as the US authorities insist. Either 
way, the US has failed to grant him 
the right to be tried before a court 
of law.

Today, after years of hunger-
striking, Mr Aamer is frail and gaunt, 
with streaks of grey in his beard.

He is determined to get as fit as 
possible before returning to his 
family, however, so his lawyers took 
him healthy foods, two copies of 
Men’s Health magazine – and a 
bottle of Pantene Pro V shampoo 
for his frizzy, shoulder-length hair.
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more stars demand: let him go

and ‘Welcome Home’ bunting. But 
it had to be taken down when 
Aamer was not released.

Mr Siddique suspects that the 
reason, despite having been 
cleared for release by the Ameri-
cans, was because it was feared he 
would reveal bombshell secrets 
about his years in detention that 
would be highly damaging to the 
Labour government. Stressing 

that he thinks it is a party political 
issue, he says: ‘The Tories and 
David Cameron seem genuinely 
interested in bringing him home, 
but Labour did absolutely nothing 
– just promises and going to point-
less meetings. 

‘I think they wanted to leave him 
there because MI6 had warned 

them what would happen if he 
came back.’

Mr Aamer’s London lawyer, Irene 
Nembhard, concurs. In fact, she 
goes further, suggesting that the 
reason the Americans haven’t 
released him – despite freeing 18 
other detainees in recent weeks – 
might be because they are relying 

on flawed ‘intelligence’, provided 
many years ago by the British 
security services, warning them 
that it wouldn’t be safe to send 
him back to Britain. Whatever the 
truth, his family say he would wel-
come the opportunity to stand 
trial in a British court, or indeed 
any court, to prove his innocence. 

For their part, the American 
authorities contend that he left 
London for Kabul shortly before 
the 9/11 attacks to join Al Qaeda 
and that he served as Osama bin 
Laden’s personal interpreter. 

However, Mr Aamer denies this. 
He maintains – suspicious as it 
undeniably sounds – that he went 
to live in Afghanistan to experience 
life in an Islamic country and to do 
charity work, having been presented 
with obstacles when he applied to 
move his family to his native Saudi 
Arabia, to be near his parents.

When the War on Terror broke 
out, he says, he attempted to 
return to Britain but was captured 
by the keepers of a guesthouse 
where he was lodging and sold to 
the anti-Taliban Northern Alli-
ance, who, in turn, sold him to the 
Americans for a $5,000 bounty. 

‘Why would he have applied to 
live in Saudi, if he had wanted to 
fight with the Taliban or Al 
Qaeda?’ asks his father-in-law Sid-
dique incredulously, as the coun-
try’s government broke links with 
the terror organisations many 
years ago. ‘He approached the 
Saudi embassy in London and had 
two or three meetings with them.

‘He would welcome the chance to 
tell all this to a British court. If 
there’s anything against him, let 
them put him before a judge and 
jury.’ Mr Siddique added that – as 
the family patriarch – he would 
personally vouch for his son-in-
law’s good behaviour, were he to 
be returned to Britain.  

WHAT’S more, he is 
convinced that his 
son-in-law would 
not – if released or 

cleared – follow the example of 
several of the other British former 
detainees who obtained huge com-
pensat ion after  suing the 
Government.

The day before last Thursday’s 
Skype call, Mr Aamer met his 
human rights lawyer, Clive Stafford 
Smith, at Guantanamo. Until Wash-
ington declassifies records of their 
encounter, he is not permitted to 
reveal what passed between them.

However, the lawyer says that 
Detainee 239 ‘boomed with laugh-
ter’ when he told him about the 
Senate Committee’s torture 
report, and the CIA’s self-justify-
ing response to it.

The reason for his ironic mirth 
was clear. Though his name 
doesn’t appear in the shameful 
report, when Mr Stafford Smith 
asked him, some time ago, to cat-
alogue his torture, he replied that 
it would be quite impossible – 
because he had endured it, albeit 
in a sometimes subtle form, on 
every one of the 4,600-odd days he 
has been in custody. 

‘If he were to write it all down, it 
would be ten times as long as the 
abridged report released by the 
Senate,’ Mr Stafford Smith says.

It is a sobering thought. Sober-
ing, too, to learn that while incar-
cerated, Shaker Aamer’s father, a 
brother and a sister have died. His 
mother is ‘critically ill’, according 
to Mr Siddique, who says she 
might not live long.

She is blind and will never see 
her son again – but it would come 
as some comfort to know that 
her son might, one day soon, be 
freed and not have to depend on 
Skype to be in contact with his 
wife and children.

F
Or a few agonising moments, 
the iPad screen was blank. 
Then, at last, it flickered to life, 
to be filled by a familiar round 
face with a white-flecked beard 

and deeply-etched lines.
Though the man forced one of his big, 

trademark smiles, fear and misery were 
seared in his eyes; though he tried to sound 
optimistic. Gathered around the screen, his 
family bolstered his spirits with uplifting 
stories about their lives – how his children 
were faring well at school and growing up to 
make him proud; yet they, too, struggled to 
mask their sorrow.  

relayed 4,600 miles from Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, to Battersea, South London via 
Skype, this was Detainee 239 Shaker Aam-
er’s first call to his wife, Zin, and four chil-
dren (aged between 17 and 13), for two and 
a half years.

Since 2012, the US authorities had forbid-
den the last British resident being held in 
the detention camp from communicating 
with his family, and his only contact with 
the world beyond his grim cell had come via 
occasional meetings with lawyers.    

Perplexingly, however, Mr Aamer – who 
has been held without trial for 13 years since 
being captured in Afghanistan and handed 
to American forces fighting the Taliban – 
has been permitted to make two Skype calls 
to them in the past month. 

The most recent lasted an hour and came 
last Thursday: the day the Daily Mail began 
campaigning for his release on the grounds 
that to imprison anyone – even if they turn 
out to be a very bad man – indefinitely with-
out testing their guilt or innocence before a 
court of law violates the most fundamental 
principle of western justice.

The emotion-charged call, facilitated by 
the International red Cross (who provided 
the iPad) was described yesterday by Mr 
Aamer’s father-in-law, Saeed Siddique, 72, 
who remained in the room for the first 15 
minutes, before withdrawing so that his 
daughter and grandchildren could speak to 
him privately.

m r Siddique, a softly-spoken 
retired imam told me: ‘One of 
the first things that Shaker 
wanted to know was whether 

anyone outside our family cared about him 
or whether he had just been quietly 
forgotten.

‘We didn’t know then that the Daily Mail 
had decided to fight his cause, so we had to 
be truthful and tell him that no one was 
writing about his case. He looked very dis-
appointed but when we are able to tell him 
about your campaign the next time we 
speak, it will give him new heart.

‘We have no idea why they are allowing 
Shaker to call us now, after such a long and 
very painful silence. It might be a sign that 
something is about to happen, but we have 
been disappointed so many times that we 
daren’t raise our hopes.’ 

Mr Siddique recalls that his son-in-law has 
been held in Guantanamo since 2002. His 
family expected him to be released in Feb-
ruary, 2009 – coming home on the same Lon-
don-bound plane as Binyamin Mohammed, 
another British resident who had been 
detained in the US camp. 

The family decked the house with balloons 

By David 
Jones

all i want
to know is: 
have they 
forgotten me?
Guantanamo Bay detainee’s 
emotionally charged first call to 
his London family for 2½ years 

Desperate: Shaker Aamer, who 
can only speak to his family via 
Skype from Guantanamo Bay
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PM to plead 
Guantanamo 
Briton’s case 
with Obama

our fight for justiCe

Dec 11, 2014: The Mail 
launches its campaign to 
free Shaker Aamer

Dec 16, 2014: Details emerge 
of a Skype call Mr Aamer 
made to his family

March 1�, 2015: MPs from 
all main parties attack 
the US authorities

Jan 10, 2015: The Prime 
Minister agrees to raise 
it with Barack Obama

June 5, 2015: He tells his 
lawyers that British 
agents saw him tortured

TURN TO NEXT PAGE

May 30, 2015: Mr Aamer’s 
family speak to the Mail 
about their agonising wait 
for the US to set him free

Oct 1�, 2015: A despairing – 
and ultimately futile – 
plea from Mr Aamer 

Sept 29, 2015: Mail columnist 
Peter Oborne calls for inquiry 
into alleged UK role in torture  

Sept 26, 2015: News that 
he is to be freed at last. 
Family thanks the Mail.

in Guantanamo means there is 
no recent evidence against him.  

The accusations of activities in 
Afghanistan, which pre-date his 
arrival in the camp, are in any 
case fiercely disputed by his 
lawyers. Similarly, there is no 
legal basis for putting him under 
a Terrorism Prevention and 
Investigation Measure which 

could limit his movement and 
activities, or for confiscating his 
passport. He was never put on 
trial by the US, so in legal terms 
is an innocent man.  

Previous Guantanamo detain-
ees are thought to have been 
interviewed briefly by police on 
their return and it is likely offic-
ers will want speak to Mr Aamer. 

Arrangements to bring him 
home were made by the Foreign 
Office, Home Office and Scotland 
Yard. These were similar to 
those for previous returning 
Guantanamo detainees.  

The father of four was accom-
panied on the flight back to the 
UK by a Foreign Office repre-
sentative and a police officer.


