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COLD OPEN

| NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - EXAM NATI ON ROOM - AFTERNOON

In the mddle of a blindingly white room NURSE VICTORI A a
cute nurse in her early 30's, sits at a table witing on a
clipboard in her hand. To her side is a one-way mrror.

She reaches down and holds up a picture of a DOG She hol ds
it directly in front of her as if showi ng us, the viewer.

NURSE VI CTORI A
What do you see?

Victoria puts down the card and nakes a few notes on her
clipboard. She holds up a different card that shows a TREE
ON FI RE

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT’ D)
How does this nake you feel ?

The Nurse puts the card down again. Pursing her |ips
synpat hetically, she puts down her clip board and folds her
hands.

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT" D)
You know we have to do this every
day until you cooperate? | don’t
want to do this any nore than you
do. Just give ne sonething,
anything to show ne you're
listening. Please, Eddie.

EDDI E, who | ooks to be in his fifties fromhis greying hair,
yet his angled features show an inpossible youth, sits

across the table fromVictoria. He dons traditional hospita
attire with a "Hello nmy nane is Eddie" nanme tag on his gown.

He continues to stare right past Victoria at nothing in
particul ar. She |eans back in her chair becom ng frustrated.

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT’ D)
Al right, guess we'll keep going.
Open your eyes.

Victoria picks up a FLASHLI GHT and begins to shine it in

Eddi e’ s eyes. She checks her WATCH and nakes a few nore
not es.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

As she’s | ooking down, Eddie’ s LEFT EYE turns a solid BLACK
He BLINKS his eyes twi ce and when Nurse Victoria |l ooks up it
appears normal again. She hesitates to speak as if she

noti ced sonething, but only for a second and brushes it off
as not hi ng.

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT’ D)
Okay then, a few nore. Wat does
this rem nd you of ?

Nurse Victoria holds up anot her card.

| NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - EXAM NATI ON ROOM - BEHI ND THE
M RROR - AFTERNOON

On the opposite side of the mirror, stand three Doctors. The
two standing closest to the glass are DR WESTON, a tall man
with gl asses whose hair |ooks as if it was nol ded out of

pl astic, and next to him DR CORBAN, a stout bal ding man

W th a suspicious expression.

Slightly behind and to the side of those two, is Eddie’s
psychiatrist, DR MOILEY, a chubby man wearing a
confortabl e-1ooking sweater and has a well-kept, brown
bear d.

They all watch Eddie intently through the gl ass.

DR. WESTON
So, what do you think?

DR. CORBAN
What do | think? What | think is
that this has gone on | ong enough.
Al nost three nonths this guy’ s been
here and we haven't even scratched
t he surface.

DR. MOTLEY
Every patient is different. Eddie
just may need nore tinme than nost.
|"m sure he’'ll conme around.

DR. WESTON
He’ Il come around? What can we even
say about the man? He shows up on
our doorstep, literally standing at
our front door, mnd you, | ooking
conpletely catatonic, and now we're
wasting our time wth therapy? Wth
picture tests? | say if the man is
actually as unstable as he wants us

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

DR. WESTON (cont’ d)
to believe he is, we’'re going to
need sonet hing nore drastic.

DR. MOTLEY
Al'l patients need tine. Just
because he appears m ndl ess doesn’t
mean he is. This man clearly has
i ssues beyond what we can ascertain

at the nonent. I'’msure with sone
nore tinme we can break through to
hi m

Dr. Weston and Dr. Corban are not convi nced.

DR CORBAN
Break through nmy ass, this guy
needs sone volts.

DR. MOTLEY
Vol ts? Are you serious? You're
actual Iy suggesting we give this
man, who has never shown any sign
of aggression or diagnosed ill ness
what soever, el ectroshock therapy?

DR WESTON
Dr. Corban is right, it’s worked
before and it can work again. Al
this nonsense is a waste of our
tinme and resources. If we’'re ever
going to nake a diagnosis, we need
a stinmulus that will pull himout
of whatever nental episode he' s put
hi msel f in, psychosomatic or
not. W’ re professionals and |
want to see sone God dam results.

DR. MOTLEY
Jesus Christ, do you hear yourself?
You’' re saying instead of giving
this man a chance to open up to us,
a man who may not have anyt hi ng
wong with himat all, you d rather
fry himinto another one of your
zonbies and | ock himaway in a room
torot? Are those the results
you’' re | ooking for, Doctor?

DR WESTON
Excuse ne?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

DR. MOTLEY
You heard ne. You both clearly nust
be having a nental episode yourself
if you re already junping to a
conclusion that rash. | think we're
done here. 1’| speak with Eddie
| at er and note any changes.

DR. CORBAN
Ri ght. Changes. Good luck with
t hat, Doctor.

Dr. Motley turns and wal ks towards the door.

DR WESTON
You better watch your tone, Mtley.

Dr. Motely turns and glares and Dr. Weston as he pulls open
t he door and | eaves.

Dr. Weston | ooks back to Dr. Corban who smrks and shakes
his head. Dr. Weston leans into a SVMALL M CROPHONE
connected to the wall and pushes a RED BUTTON, allow ng his
voice to be heard in the exam nation roomthrough a
LOUDSPEAKER

DR WESTON
Thank you nurse, that’s enough for
t oday.

Back in the exam nation room Nurse Victoria |ooks up to the
speaker in the corner of the ceiling then over to the
mrror.

NURSE VI CTORI A
Ckay then, | guess that’'s all for
t oday, Eddie. Cone on now, let’s
t ake your nedicine.

Nurse Victoria stands and wal ks around the table. She pulls
out a small container and renoves two RED PILLS.

She puts themin Eddie’ s nouth without resistance from him
and brings a small WATER CUP to his |ips. Eddie swall ows and
Nurse Victoria gently opens his nouth to nmake sure the pills
are gone.

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT’' D)

Good. Alright, 1'"’'mgoing to help
you up, Eddie. Let’s go.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Nurse Victoria puts her arnms around Eddie to hel p himout of
his chair, but he stands up w thout needi ng nuch assi stance.
As they start to walk out of the room Nurse Victoria

gl ances back to the mrror and nmutters under her breath.

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT’ D)
(to hersel f)
| have a nane, asshol e.

I NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - RECREATI ON ROOM - AFTERNOCON

Nurse Victoria wal ks Eddie down a hall into the rec room
Only a few other patients are in the roomat the nonent
wat ching tel evision and lingering around ai n essly.

Hunched over on a chair alone sits a gray-haired man whose
caterpillar eyebrows rest atop the rinms of cracked gl asses.
The man to whom these eyes belong is a patient naned
BERNARD, 50’ s.

Bernard is witing invisible nunbers on his PALMwith his
FI NGER and whi spering inaudibly to hinself. As Eddie gets
closer, a high-pitched static and indeci pherabl e voi ces
slowy fill Bernard's mnd. Hi s eyes immediately | ock onto
Eddie as Victoria sits himdown next to Bernard.

NURSE VI CTORI A
Bernard, this is Eddie.

BERNARD
| know who he is.

NURSE VI CTORI A
Oh, that’s right, you two are room
nei ghbors, aren’t you? Well, 1’11
be right over here if you need
anything at all.

BERNARD
Anything? Really? 1'd love a little
bourbon and a blow job if you see
any |ayin’ around. Thanks, Vic.

Nurse Victoria glares at Bernard.

NURSE VI CTORI A
Pl ay ni ce.

She w pes her hands on her gown and wal ks off in a huff,
clearly tired of dealing with him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

Bernard’ s eyes haven't |eft Eddie. The noi ses the Bernard
hears slowy dissipate as Eddie sits down, and Bernard has
stopped his fidgeting. Eddie continues to stare into space.
Bernard speaks at | ow vol une.

BERNARD

| can hear them even better when
|’mcloser to you. You think you' re
so clever, sitting there. | know
what you’re doing, ya know. | knew
it the second you wal ked into this
pl ace. These people don't see it.
They think I"mout of my mnd |ike
t hese other freak shows, but | do.

Bernard rai ses his head, staring at Eddie waiting for the
response he knows he won't get.

BERNARD ( CONT’ D)
88 days. Ring a bell? 87 days, 8
hours, 13 mnutes and counting to
be exact, though |I haven't counted
of course. The nunbers just cone to
me. Used to cone in |ike random
static, like an old radio not quite
on the right station, but
everything' s becone so tuned, so
cl ear, since you showed up. Al of
you.

Bernard' s pauses for a nonent and | ooks down, his fingers
twtching |ike he needs to scratch anot her doodle on his
pal m agai n. Instead, he |leans back in his chair and | ooks at
the ceiling.

BERNARD ( CONT’ D)
My famly thinks I finally lost it.
They’ re scared for nme. Can you
believe that? If only they could
see what | see. Then, they'd know
fear. You don’'t scare ne, though.
None of you. |’ve always known we
weren’t alone, or, at |east, always
had a feeling. People have needed
sonething like this for a long tine
now. Needed sonet hing, soneone, to
show us a better way, guide us out
of the dark, if you will. This is
just our first step. It’s
beautiful, the idea of it.
unl ess of course..

Ya know,

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Bernard stops tal king and stares at the ground, the noises
and voices return and grow in intensity and Bernard’ s eyes
grow wi der as they begin to inch back to Eddie. H s knee
begi ns to bounce up and down and his fingers start to
twtch. He quickly sits straight up, glaring at Eddie. H's
voi ce raising slightly.

BERNARD ( CONT’ D)
What are you doi ng, Eddi e? Eddi e?
That’'s not even your real nane, is
it? O course it’s not. You' re not
gonna help us at all, are you? Are
you? My god, | should have known. |
shoul d have known! Onh, God hel p us!

Bernard becones frantic and rouses the attention of the
other patients, as well as Nurse Victoria and two ORDERLI ES.
Bernard s voice is grow ng | ouder.

BERNARD ( CONT’ D)
Stupid, stupid! | should have seen
this com ng. You need to |eave! All
of you! CGet out of ny head! Leave
me al one! Leave us all al one!

The commotion is escalating as Nurse Victoria and the two
Orderlies are hurrying over. Bernard has stood up, pointing
and yelling at Eddie. One of the Orderlies pulls out a

SYRI NGE.

BERNARD ( CONT’ D)
Everyone get out! W’re all in
danger! This man is not who you
think he is! He'll kill us all!

Nurse Victoria slowy approaches Bernard and tries to dea
wWith the situation.

NURSE VI CTORI A
Bernard, please settle down. You' re
frightening the others. No one is
going to hurt you.

BERNARD
Settle down? This man is here to
kill us! Can’t you hear thenf
They’'re com ng! Get himout of here
now or we're all gonna die!

NURSE VI CTORI A
Bernard, please, if you don't
settle down we’'re going to have to
sedate you

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

One of the Orderlies fills the syringe with a SEDATI VE, the
other grabs a hold of Bernard and tries to restrain him

BERNARD
CGet that thing away fromne! Are
you not |istening? W all need to
| eave i mredi ately! Stop that! GCet
of f of ne!

Victoria nods to the Orderly with the syringe. He sticks it
in Bernard’s neck and pulls the plunger. Bernard' s eyes
begin to get heavy and his breathing sl ows.

BERNARD ( CONT’ D)
You don’t...understand. We're
all...doonmed. He's...inpostor.

Wth that, Bernard s eyes close and he slunps in the
O derlies’ arnms. They drag hi maway down a hal |l way and out
of sight.

At that sane nonent, Eddie’s eyes make a quick gl ance
towards Bernard being pulled away, alnbost with an air of
intrigue, but only for a nonent. He | ooks back before Nurse
Victoria turns back towards him

NURSE VI CTORI A
|’ m sorry Eddie. Bernard can get
i ke that sonetines. Al ways ranting
about sone conspiracy or other. |
really thought he was neki ng
progress too.

Nurse Victoria | ooks to Eddie who still |ooks unaffected by
the situation

NURSE VI CTORI A ( CONT' D)
Vell, | think that’s enough drama
for one day, don’t you think? Let’s
get you to your room okay?

Nurse Victoria hel ps Eddie out of his chair and wal ks hi m
down the sane hallway Bernard was just taken. The sounds of
nervous voices fromother patients and affirmations from
nurses telling themthat everything is going to be okay
carry on in the background.



| NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - EDDI ES ROOM - N GHT

As Nurse Victoria and Eddie enter Eddie’s room there is a
knock on the door and standing in the doorway is Dr. Mtley,
who is there to give Eddie his nightly assessnent.

NURSE VI CTORI A
He's all yours. WIIl either of you
be needi ng anything el se?

DR. MOTLEY
W’ re okay. Thanks a | ot Vicky,
I’1l take it from here.

NURSE VI CTORI A
Al right then, goodni ght, Doctor.
Goodni ght, Eddi e.

Nurse Victoria walks by Dr. Mdtley and puts a hand on his
shoul der, squeezing it subtly. He turns to watch her as she

wal ks out.

DR MOTLEY
Goodni ght .

She sm | es sheepishly but lovingly at Dr. Mtley, who smrks
at her at she | eaves.

Dr. Motley turns his attention back to Eddie who is now
sitting on his bed. He gives Eddie a good |ong stare before
openi ng his notes.

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT' D)

So, you’ve had quite the eventful
eveni ng, haven’t you? You seened to
gi ve Bernard quite a scare back
there. Wuld you like to tal k about
what made him so upset? | know t hat
your roons are connected. Have you
two been having little |ate night
tal ks through the vents, maybe?

Dr. Motley |ooks to a VENT on the wall opposite Eddie's bed
near the ceiling and back to Eddi e. Eddi e says nothing and
is staring out of his windowintently as if waiting for a
shooting star.

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT’ D)
No, of course not. Honestly, Eddie,
it doesn't seemlike you ve been
maki ng nmuch progress here these
past few nonths. Your tests have
shown not hi ng concl usi ve and, quite

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

DR. MOTLEY (CONT' D) (cont’d)
frankly, we’'re not exactly sure
what to do with you. You' re the one
who cane to us, renenber? Wiy won’t
you help us to help you?

Dr. Motley cocks his head as he speaks to Eddie, trying to
see if there’s any glinpse of recognition. The Doctor taps
his pen on his enpty notebook page and si ghs.

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT' D)
Well, | suppose we won’'t go into
this further tonight. Your mnd
seens to be el sewhere. Sonething
out si de got your attention? You
| ook as if your waiting for
sonet hi ng, Eddi e.

Eddi e’ s eyes seemto scan the horizon. Dr. Mtley watches
him 1 ooking for anything notable in Eddi e’ s deneanor.

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT’ D)
No? Eddi e?

Dr. Motley | ooks out the window at the night sky for a beat.

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT' D)
Alright. | guess I'Il leave you to
it then. Let’s get you in bed.

Dr. Motley helps Eddie into bed and pulls the covers over
hi m

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT' D)
Goodni ght, Eddie. And don't worry,
tonorrow i s a new day. Perhaps we
can take a new approach. Sone of
the other Doctors seemto think
t hat taking nore drastic neasures
woul d be in your best interest, but
| don’t agree. | think alittle
nmore tinme and security is all you
really need and |’ m sure one of
t hese days we’' ||l get through to you
and get you through whatever it is
you need help with. Get sone rest
and we’ || speak again soon, okay?

Dr. Mtley wal ks to the door and opens it.

DR. MOTLEY ( CONT' D)
Ya know, it nmay sound strange, but
ever since you showed up here, |’ve

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

DR. MOTLEY (CONT' D) (cont’d)
had an al nost constant feeling of
deja vu. Like |I’ve known you
before, or that | was al ways goi ng
to end up neeting you, strangest
thing. Not sure why, but |’ve got a
good feeling about you, Eddie.
Anyways, sleep well.

Wth that, the Dr. Mtley closes the door, the sound of the
el ectroni ¢ deadbolt ECHCES t hroughout the room Leaving
behi nd a deafening sil ence.

As if a dead robots batteries have been repl aced, Eddie
mechanically sits up straight in his bed. Hs feet sw vel
off the bed and his feet rest on the floor. He rises and
wal ks to the w ndow.

CUT TGO

| NT. SHADY OAKS SECURI TY OFFI CE - N GHT

A SECURITY GUARD sits in a chair reading a newspaper. On one
of the many SECURITY MONITORS in front of him is Eddie' s
room You can see Eddie standing and wal king to his w ndow.

BACK TO:

| NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - EDDI ES ROOM - SAME

Eddi e stands at the wi ndow | ooking at the sky for a nonent.
He then | ooks up to the vent near the ceiling and renoves
it. He pulls out a small NOTEBOOK.

Eddi e sits back on his bed and begins to wite. H's voice is
finally heard through voice over

EDDI E (V. Q)
Day eighty eight. My duties anong
my subjects draw to a cl ose and
|’ve yet to fornulate an
adequate result that will satisfy
my superiors. They wait, high in
t he exosphere, hidden fromthe
human vi sual spectrum They wait
for me as they wait for countless
others to return to themwth
conprehensive reports of this
pl anet’ s i nhabitants.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

There are noi ses and what sound like yelling from anot her
one of the patients comng fromthe hallway. Eddie |ooks up
for a nmonent and returns to his witing.

EDDI E (V. Q)
The fate of this planet nust be
unani nrous anong ny peopl e, and
while it seens a majority of us
feel in opposition to this species,
| amconflicted. Despite the cold
and cal l ous nature of a great many
on this planet, there exists anong
themthose with pure hearts, true
i ntentions and conpassion, a
yearni ng for know edge. Men with
integrity Iike Dr. Mtley, caring
wonen |ike nmy |ovely Nurse
Victoria, their lives should not be
cast aside due to the heartl essness
of an ignorant few. Men |ike the
Doctors behind the glass wall, who
study and observe, |ike ne, but who
do it without enpathy or regard to
t he individual. The innocent do not
deserve the sane sentence as the
damed, but if my superiors deem
the majority of this planet to be
too infested with peopl e of
i gnorance, of aggression,
resi stance to intellectual and
enoti onal evolution, the fate of

Earth’s countl ess i nnocent will be
seal ed. Cohabitation will be
futile.

A | oud MOANI NG coming fromthe roomnext to Eddie’s,
Bernard’s room is heard. It sounds as if Bernard is trying
to speak despite still being sedated.

CUT TGO

| NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - BERNARD S ROOM - NI GHT

Bernard is strapped to his bed weakly pulling on his
restraints. His eyes are barely open and there’s drool on
his face. The static noises and voices are still heard
around him He speaks in slurs.

BERNARD
| hear you...all of you. Leave
us. .. al one.

BACK TO



13.

| NT. SHADY QAKS ASYLUM - EDDI ES ROOM - SAME

Eddi e stands up and wal ks back to the vent that connects his
and Bernard s room

EDDI E (V. Q)
Bernard. He can’t be the only one
who has intercepted our signals. |
am not sure how, but if it has
happened to Bernard, it has
happened to ot hers. Who knows how
many. Al |l hel pl ess, anxious to know
what we want, waiting for answers.
| amsorry, Bernard. Your life is
not in ny hands.

Eddi e wal ks back to the wi ndow and watched a streak of

cl ouds creep across the noon and thunder is heard. It’s
starting to stormoutside. Bernard is still trying to speak
fromhis room

BERNARD
Don"t kill...us. Go...I|eave.

Eddi e goes to the vent and puts his hand on the wall as if
to feel the soul on the other side. He |lowers his head and
speaks just above a whi sper.

EDDI E
Do not worry, Bernard. Everything
will be alright.

Eddi e wal ks back to his w ndow and wat ches RAIN starting to
pound the glass. Fromoutside |looking in, Eddie is seen
behi nd the rain and w ndow.

EDDIE (CONT' D) (V.Q.)
For now.

In a burst of THUNDER and flash of LI GHTNING we see his eyes
conpl etely blacked out and his features | ooking slightly
nore angl ed and alien than nornmal .

W see a view of the entire asylum being stormed upon for a
nmonment, then a view from above the storm high above the
Earth. Clouds run into and pour around what seens |ike an

i nvisible object in the sky. Everything is silent.



