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To the next
level
One Richmond Hill 
High School Soccer 
player is headed to 
Mars Hill, N.C. 

see page 8

Get the latest in 
entertainment 
news, health, 
fitness, food 
and more

Inside today

A special 
presentation	
A Czech republic 
student reflects 
on her time in the 
united states

see page 2

Voice your choice
This week’s poll:  The summer sea-
son is upon us. How do you plan to 
spend your days?

Vote at www.bryancountynews.net
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Only on the web
Get what you missed, photos, video and more.
Visit us online at 
www.bryancountynews.net.

Bryan 
County 
Schools 
Superin-
tendent 
Dr. Paul 
Brooksher 
addresses 
the Ro-
tary Club of 
Richmond 
Hill on 
Thursday at 
the Rich-
mond Hill 
City Center. 
Taylor Carpenter

Bryan County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Paul 
Brooksher spoke Thurs-
day about the current state 
of the school system at the 
Rotary Club of Richmond 
Hill’s weekly meeting at the 

Richmond Hill City Center. 
The McAllister Elemen-

tary School will be open in 
August of 2015, according 
to Brooksher, and will be 
built to hold 1,000 students.

With the addition of 
this McAllister Elementary, 
which will house grades 
K-5 and be located near 

the County Administrative 
Complex and Henderson 
Park, the school system 
faces the new challenge of 
creating attendance zones, 
or districts, for the specific 
lower-level schools — Rich-
mond Hill Primary; G.W. 
Carver Elementary; and 
Richmond Hill Elementary, 
he explained.

Currently Fort Stewart 
serves as a pseudo atten-
dance line between North 

and South Bryan, and with 
only one school offering 
each grade level, the county 
has never had to create at-
tendance zones before, he 
said. 

 “A new building does 
not equal a better school,” 
Brooksher said, adding that 
what makes Bryan County 
schools truly great is the 
quality of its teachers. 

Big plans ahead for schools
Superintendent gives system 
update at Rotary Club meeting
By Taylor Carpenter

ttcarpenter@bryancountynews.net

Schools continues on 3

In a way, talking about hurricane season 
in Georgia is like crying wolf. Or beating a 
dead horse. About this time each year, public 
safety officials warn the public to prepare for 
hurricane season. 

But a hur-
ricane doesn’t 
come. 

After a while, the 
public tends to ig-
nore the warnings. 
In fact, a recent 
press release from 
AAA reported a 
survey found nearly 
70 percent of Georgia 
residents don’t prepare for a 
hurricane. 

But that’s not a good idea, according to 
Bryan County Emergency Services Direc-
tor Freddy Howell. 

His advice? Be like the Boy Scouts. Be 
prepared.

“Preparation, that’s the name of the 
game,” he said. “Be alert of situations and 
when they name a storm in the ocean, 
keep monitoring it and if it starts looking 
like it’s coming this way, start taking all the 
necessary precautions.”

And with the 2014 hurricane season 
getting under way Sunday, it’s as good a 
time as any to start thinking about what 
one would do were a hurricane to impact 
Bryan County. 

Resources available to help
There’s a world of information available 

online and in many cases there are apps 
for what you might need. 

For starters, Bryan County residents 
can visit www.bryancountyga.org/depart-
ments/emergency_services/ or the Ready 
Georgia website at www.ready.ga.gov to 
help get prepared. 

Ready Georgia enables users to create a 
personalized kit checklist and communica-
tions plan, making it simple to take those 
first steps toward being prepared. There is 
also detailed information about hurricane-

Officials 
encourage
preparing 
for storms
Sunday marks start 
of hurricane season
By Jeff Whitten

jwhitten@bryancountynews.net

In the shadow of the VA

As controversy swirls 
around the troubled Vet-
erans Administration 
and its ability to provide 
medical care to the na-
tion’s veterans, one local 
veteran says the agency 
has long had issues serv-
ing its constituents. 

Richmond Hill’s Don-
ald Singleton, a Vietnam 
combat veteran who now 
spends much of his time 
working on behalf of 
other veterans, said the 
public should know the 
VA’s problems are noth-
ing new.   

“I’ve been dealing 
with the VA since 1969. 
This kind of thing has 
being going on I know 
for 40 years,” he said. “It 
isn’t anything new. I’ve 
heard stories that are un-
believable.”

Another Richmond 
Hill veteran, retired 
Navy Chief Petty Offi-
cer Rodney Denmark, 

said he didn’t deal with 
the VA until earlier this 
year when he lost his 
health insurance because 
the company he worked 
for as a paramedic went 
bankrupt. 

“I spent 23 years in the 
Navy and 25 years after 
that as a paramedic and 
I had good insurance, 
so I didn’t need the VA,” 
Denmark said, noting 
he went to the Savannah 
VA clinic to sign up for 
health care and learned 
it would be a long time 
before he would see a 
doctor. 

“It took three to four 
months to see one,” he 
said. “And one of the guys 
I worked with is a veter-
an and he was sick as a 
dog with what we’d call a 
sick call problem, but the 
VA told him it would be 
three months before they 
could see him. 

“There’s no sense of 
immediacy. If you’re sick 
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Richmond Hill resident Donald Singleton is just one local veteran who under-
stands the issues with trying to receive health care through Veterans Affairs clin-
ics. He says the problems are nothing new. 

One local vet says 
problems with 
clinics is not new
By Jeff Whitten

jwhitten@bryancountynews.net

VA continues on 5

Storms continues on 5

The commander of the 3rd Infan-
try Division and Fort Stewart-Hunt-
er Army Airfield shared lunch and 
comments recently with the Coastal 
Georgia chapter of the Association 
of the U.S. Army at the Performing 
Arts Center in Flemington.

Maj. Gen. Mike Murray told 
AUSA members and community 
leaders that the most important 
decisions about Stewart-Hunter 
personnel cuts have not yet been 
made. 

Murray said that for the last few 
years, the Army has been draw-
ing down from a wartime high of 
about 550,000 active-duty soldiers 
to 490,000 soldiers. To make those 
reductions, the Army had to give up 
some of its brigade combat teams, 
one from each installation that had 
multiple BCTs.

“The BCT to the Army is like the 
air wing is to the Air Force,” Mur-
ray said, explaining that a BCT has 
huge logistical and combat capa-
bilities. “(Although we’re losing the 

Randy C. Murray

 Maj. Gen. Mike Murray gestures during a speech to the 
Coastal Empire Chapter of the Association of the U.S. Army 
May 21

Murray: Army size 
decisions still pending
By Randy C. Murray

Correspondent

Army continues on 3


