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On The Green unveils the tales behind Glasgow’s best-known park

The People’s Palace first permanent gallery in ten years has opened today, titled On The Green. 

The exhibition promises to showcase 25 unusual pieces that document the history of the 
neighbouring Glasgow Green. Aided by the diligent work by museum curators of Glasgow, the 
gallery has been carefully developed to bring something new to the museum.

Marked out as a significant expansion to the museum’s gallery space, On The Green has been 
funded by Glasgow Life and a grant from Museums Galleries Scotland.

As well as illustrating the activities of those who visited Glasgow Green in the past, the gallery has 
a focus on the Dolton Fountain, which stands imposingly outside the People’s Palace. Private 
viewings have already been held for those involved in the creation, including John Richmond, the 
great grandson of Arthur Ernest Pearce who crafted the fountain. 

After viewing the gallery, Richmond stated:

 “As a family, we are very proud of our great grandfather's talents as one of Doulton's most 
important artists and designers. Now, the new gallery helps put the Fountain in context with 
Glasgow Green and the wonderful City of Glasgow."

Another early visitor was Fiona Hayes, the curator of social history with Glasgow Museums. A key 
player in the development of the exhibition, Hayes described how she first began the process:

“Quite a lot of it was initial discussions with my colleagues and from that we sat down and came up 
with a final list, which I thought would give visitors a flavour of the long history of Glasgow Green 
and in particular, more information about the Dolton Fountain, which for the last decade has been 
in front of The People’s Palace. These are things that visitors coming into the museum ask 
questions about so it’s a good way to give more information to our visitors and try and improve 
their experience.”

Hayes is highly enthusiastic about the gallery’s opportunity to unveil Glasgow Green’s “exciting 
history”, and after careful consideration, marked out one favourite historical artefact:

‘“We have a professor of swimming medal from the time when people were learning to swim in the 
Clyde. The interesting thing about that is that on the medal it actually shows people diving into the 
Clyde on the banks of Glasgow Green and in the background you can see Nelson’s Monument so 
that’s another interesting part of the Green story that you might not think about today.”

Swimming in the Clyde may not have quite the same popularity in the modern age, but On The 
Green embraces both the past and present. The exhibition comes with a very modern guidebook in 
the style of an app for Apple and Android tablets, which promises to bring the objects to life with 
further history and analysis.

The People’s Palace is free to enter, and is open Tuesday- Thursday and Saturday from 10am to 
5pm, as well as on Sunday from 11am to 5pm.


