FIELD TESTED

Petzl Laser Speed Light

$85, petzl.com

© Like a gap-toothed grin, there’s
a lot of empty space between the
teeth on Petzl’s new tri-toothed
ice screw, which purportedly

bites into the ice better than your
standard four-toother. Upon first
hearing this claim, | demurred.
More is always better! | thought.
But after trying the new screws on
ice ranging from perfect sorbet to
dinner-plate dreadfulness around
Colorado, | think Petzl is right:

The three-toothed steel tip does
feel easier to get established (the
katana-like sharpness doesn’t
hurt either), and it veritably

bores through the ice once you
start cranking the lever. On one
classic Elk Range WI4, Marble
Falls—notorious for its eggshell-
thin topout that has inspired
many a come-to-God moment
among climbers—I encountered
aerated dry ice at the bottom and
sopping-wet slush at the top. The
Laser Speed Light performed
dutifully in both mediums. | was
particularly impressed at its ability
to bite quickly into the wet stuff,
which required a greater number of
attempts with the traditional four-

toothed screws | used throughout
the pitch.

The body of the screw is
aluminum, and the tri-toothed
tip is more-durable steel. The
17cm screws | tested weigh 100
grams/3.5 ounces (they weigh 91
grams for the 13cm screws, and
110 grams for the 21cm screws).

If you happen to have a healthy
wad of cash sitting around (each
screw costs $85), racking up with
a full set of the Laser Speed Lights
will save you considerable weight,
a boon not to be overlooked on
those steep WI5 routes.

The only drawback I've
encountered with the Laser Speed
Light is one that has dogged other
aluminum screws on the market,
both the forerunner to this model
and Black Diamond’s Ultralight
Ice Screw. Something about
aluminum screws, whether it’s the
material or the aluminum-steel
juncture (there doesn’t seem to
be a consensus), makes cleaning
dense, wet ice out of the tube
trickier than it is with their full-
steel counterparts.

Still, this is a minor gripe.
Combined with the Laser Speed
Light’s ridiculously low weight, the
new tri-tooth innovation makes it
the screw to beat.

—MICHAELLEVY

Fixe Orion Minor 5”
Quickdraw

$60 (four-pack), fixehardware.com

® “The black draws—gimme the
Fixe black draws!” was all my
buddy Will could say at Ten Sleep
last summer. Smooth-clipping,
light (I weighed the 5” draw at 3.1
0z), and just “bomber feeling” with
their sleek carabiners and thick,
easy-grab dogbone, they became
our go-to clippers and good-luck
talismans. The bolt-side ‘biner is
the Orion straight-gate keylock,
which has an ergonomic taper to
facilitate gate opening, while the
rope-side one is the subtly curved
Minor, which might just clip faster
for hard sport than anything I've
used. Also available in 7” lengths.
-Ms

Trango Agility 9.1
(70m)

$355, trango.com

® The Agility presents a life-
saving idea that, really, all ropes
should use: a dye—"Red Flag”
contrast dye, which stands out
starkly against the rope’s silky,
bright-yellow 1x1 Spyder Weave—
forits final five meters, to warn
about the inbound rope end. The
Agility also has a mid marker, but
the red ends were the big selling
point, not only for safety while
lowering or rapping but also for
easily finding the rope ends in
the rope bag. The 70m | tested
had Duo Dry treatment, and held
whippers and fed like a dream; it
weighs 56 g/m and also comes in
an 80m length. =MS

Rocky Talkies

$90 (each), rockytalkie.com

©® These CBs are made for us
multi-pitch climbers who've
grown tired of yelling, “Off belay?!”
They’re compact at16.2 x 5.9 x
2.7cm (think old flip phone) and
have a shatterproof screen and
thermoplastic covering, making
them tough enough to clip
anywhere during your next chimney
grovel. The 121 channels reach 1-5
miles in the backcountry, which
proved true while new-routing in
Kolob Canyons. And the batteries
didn’'t need arecharge after three
days of use. —DAKOTA WALZ
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