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Whale courting fame as the
glamazon of Grand Slam, Maria
Sharapova has scored a net worth

of millions. Now she’s back for
another slice of the Aussie action

STORY JOANNE HAWKINS
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his time last year, things were not
looking bright for Maria Sharapova.
Unable to defend her Australian
Open title due to a shoulder injury
that kept her out of the game for
months, the former world No 1 could only watch
as Serena Williams claimed the championship.

But that would be to dismiss how much the
Russian loves the game. “It was tough,” she says
of the nine months she was out of action, her US
twang betraying only a hint of her native accent.
“It felt as if something had been taken from me.

“There were many times when I could have
given up and said, ‘OK, I've achieved beyond
what I thought I would. I could stop and have
enough money for me and my family.’ But there's
something about this sport — every day that I
was away from it, I couldn't wait to get back.”

Sharapova made a comeback at the Warsaw

“My mum was pregnant with me, so they

fled to Siberia,” she explains. “But [the effects]

were also in that area, so we moved to Sochi

in the south [of Russia] when I was about two.”
It was there, in a local park, that four-year-old

Sharapova first picked up a battered wooden

The tennis prodigy admits it was tough being
separated. ‘It wasn't an easy move; we were
going to a new country and I didn't see my
mum for the first two years,” she says quietly.
“Thank God there wasn't as much direct
communication with phones and email in
those days. I'd write to her, but not being able

,}: As her ranking tumbled to 126, commentators Open last May, finishing the year ranked 14. to speak to her all the time helped, in a strange
' ":' i questioned whether the sport’s glamour girl — It was a remarkable return to form. But perhaps way. Now, when I'm away, I speak to her every
f _ and three-time Grand Slam winner — could ever those who had underestimated her ability to day, and I almost miss her more.”
=1 regain her form. Even Sharapova admits it do it also underrated the determination that The young Russian didn't speak any English
| . would have been easy to hang up her racquet saw the 22-year-old overcome a tough start on arrival in Florida but, in an early display of
'., for good. It's not as if she needed the money; in life to become more successful and richer determination, she became fluent in five months.
R after all, Forbes named her the world’s highest- than she could have ever imagined. “I was surrounded by kids and they never shut
earning female athlete of 2008, with US $26 Maria Yuryevna Sharapova was born in up,” she says, with a rare laugh. “So I learnt fast.”
: million. And most of that wasn't from tennis, Siberia, her parents Yuri and Yelena having At age nine, she was accepted into the Nick
- but lucrative links with such brands as TAG moved from Belarus after the Chernobyl Bollettieri Tennis Academy, alma mater of Pete
2 Heuer, Nike, Sony Ericsson and Tiffany & Co. nuclear disaster in 1986 affected the area. Sampras, Andre Agassi and the Williams sisters,

to name a few. And she landed sponsorship,
which helped ease the financial burden. “The
academy would bring in people to look at you,
almost like animals at the zoo. But I was
fortunate that [sports management company]|
IMG helped me out finan

of my career. ‘enni
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Sharapova hopes to follow

her creative interests when the
time comes for her to retire;
(inset) winning Wimbledon

in 2004, at the age of 17.

In 2004, Sharapova became a household name when, aged just 17,
she beat favourite Serena Williams to become the second youngest
woman in the Open era to win Wimbledon. It's still her favourite
Grand Slam victory (she also picked up the US Open trophy in 2006).
“Nobody expected me to win,” she explains.

Success brought recognition: “A lot of people wanted to know about
me and my family, which was strange at the beginning.” Then attention
focused on her famous grunt, which reached a record 101 decibels at
Wimbledon in 2005. Last year, she copped a serve from Chris Evert,
who lambasted the Russian for “distracting” her opponents with her
grunting. But Sharapova laughs off such criticism. “It's impossible to
take it to heart, because it's so far from the truth. I don't have control
over people’s opinion. I appreciate that not everyone can think fondly
of you, or like the way you dress or talk or walk, or whatever.”

But being a blonde, long-legged beauty who's handy with a racquet
has turned her into a sponsor’s dream. TAG Heuer signed her as an
ambassador in 2005, alongside Lewis Hamilton, Leonardo DiCaprio and
Tiger Woods. Having recently co-designed a range of sunglasses, she says
she appreciates that the brand values her input rather than “just putting
her name on a product”. And her association with Nike ensures that, a la
Roger Federer, she has a succession of fresh outfits every time she plays.

Sharapova isn't planning on retiring any time soon (“I love this sport
too much”) but, when the time comes, she plans to pursue her creative
interests. Her website lists people she'd like to work with, such as Karl
Lagerfeld and Anna Wintour. “I love fashion and being involved with
creative people,” she says. “I enjoy the shoots for my sponsors - you get
to play a character and dress up and have fun in front of the camera.”

Off the court, she’s been linked to LA Lakers basketballer Sasha
Vujacic, with whom she was recently photographed holding hands
in LA. She has hopes for a family one day, but is adamant she won't
do a Kim Clijsters and mix parenting with tennis.

Time is money when you're a famous tennis player who makes millions
a year, and my half hour with Sharapova is nearly up. There's just time to
ask if she's looking forward to returning Down Under for the Open.

“Ilove coming there,” she beams. “It's summer and everyone's happy.”

Yes, the future is looking brighter for Sharapova. So bright, she has to
wear shades. TAG Heuer, of course. SM

PHOTOGRAPHY: TAG HEUER, GETTY IMAGES

The Australian Open starts tomorrow. Visit www.australianopen.com.

017R1_SSM_Jan17 17

—— GALLERY ——

The famous Dare Gallery Clearance is now onl! Enjoy savings on
our best selling living, dining and bedroom fumniture. - don't miss out!
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Modern velvet fumniture at yesteryear velvet prices

LAMOUR 2 Seater in Bonded Leather
You'll love these prices

3 Seater Was $1199 NOW $899

4 Seater Was $1399 NOW $999

2 Seater Was $999 NOW $599

GABRIELA Armchair Was $399 NOW $299
LEOPOLD Chair Was $139 NOW $119
SIMONE Oftoman Was $99 NOW $69
XAVIER Amchair Was $399 NOW $299 06

1&D 7 piece outdoor dining setting

with Replica Panton chairs Was $1299

798
PRICE EVER ea 4

Replica Eames Chairs : W ‘\

Up to 200 years old RECYCLED ELM!
available in ‘Honey” & Antique Oak’ colours
5 Drawer slimboy NOW $499
5 Drawer chest NOW $499

3 Drawer bedside NOW $199
Console NOW $499

LOWEST
PRICE EVER

CYCLED ELM 210 x90 9 piece dining
seffing with ‘Replica Eames’” TOWER chairs
Was $2029 NOW $1399

Dare to be different

Richmond 463-471 Bridge Rd ph. 9425 9622 Moorabbin 1/970 Nepean Hwy ph. 9553 5670
Nunawading 274 Whitehorse Rd ph. 9877 1144 Frankston Power Centre 111 Cranboume Rd ph. 9781 4749
Geelong Homemaker Centre 470 Princes Hwy ph. 5274 9347

www.daregallery.com.au

Clearance ends 31/01/10 or unless otherwise extended. Prices os listed do not indude defivery charges.
*60% off applies fo selected furniture and selected accessories.
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