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UNHCR donated tents sit amonst pools of mud in refugee camp Syria. Ella Scott for 
The New York Times

Refugees line up to receive food rations in a refugee camp in Syria. Ella Scott for 
The New York Times 

Refugee Crisis: 

Join the Cause

 SYRIA - As the refugee crisis 
continues, the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees is supporting
Act for Peace’s ‘Ration Challenge’, which 
takes place from the 19th to the 25th of 
June. 
 Participants who sign up for the 
week-long challenge, will receive the 
same amount of food a Syrian Refugee 
would receive in Jordan. 
 The UNHCR has called on all 
governments to back the initiative and 
for leaders to participate. 
 “ I think people will be shocked at 
what refugees must survive on,” UNHCR 
spokesperson Adrian Edwards said. 
 The UNHCR said the aim of the 
FKDOOHQJH� LV� WR� H[SHULHQFH� MXVW� RQH� RI� D�
Syrian refugee’s daily struggles, whilst 
raising money, creating awareness and 
PDNLQJ�DQ�DFWLRQDEOH�GL̆HUHQFH�
 In a statement to The New York 
7LPHV�� 0U�� (GZDUGV� H[SDQGHG� RQ� WKH�
conditions that these refugees endure 
everyday in these urban camps in Jordan.
 He said families are living among 
the local population (in basements, 
rooms or whatever accommodation they 
FDQ�¿QG��DQG�WKH�81+&5�SULRULWLVH�WKHVH�
families as they are harder to reach and 
receive less support than larger camps. 
 United Nations Secretary-
*HQHUDO� %DQ� .L�PRRQ� KDV� H[SUHVVHG�
his utmost support, as well as stating 
he will personally be taking part in the 
challenge. 
 He said it is important for foreign 
governments to take part in the challenge 
as they will be able to bring in support 
within their own countries. 
 “If some sign up then they will be 
DEOH� WR� H[SHULHQFH� VRPH�RI� WKH� WURXEOHV�
WKDW�UHIXJHHV�H[SHULHQFH�´
 With Mr. Ban’s personal 
participation, the cause is hoping to gain 
legitimacy and mass attention. 

 Participants signed up for the 
challenge will receive a ration pack that 
is based directly on how Syrian refugees 
¿QG�WKHLU�IRRG�LQ�FDPSV��
 All packs will contain the same 
food, in almost the same quantity, that 
are distributed by Act of Peace to Syrian 
refugees in Jordan, just a small amount 
of rice, lentils, chickpeas, sardines, 

kidney beans and oil. 
 The kit also contains two food 
FRXSRQV��ULFH�DQG�ÀRXU��WKDW�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
can use to purchase additional food for 
the week. 
 All money raised through the 
initiative will go towards providing food 
and supplies for refugees.
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Ȥ7KH�PLOLWDQWV�DWWDFNHG�WKH�PRVTXH�LQ�WKH�QRUWK�RI�WKH�FLW\��E\�RSHQLQJ�ˋUH�ZLWK�
IXOO\�DXWRPDWLF�ZHDSRQV�ȥ

BY BRADLEY JURD 

Islamic Terror Strikers Iraqi 

City of Balad

A terrorist attack in the Iraqi city of 
Balad has killed 15 people and injured 34 
others. The attacks occurred on Saturday 
afternoon, in the city 80 kilometres north 

of the capital Baghdad.
Islamic State was quick to take 
responsibilitwy of the attacks that 
happened at the Masjid Syed Martyrs 
Mosque.
 “We wish to announce that three 
of our militants successfully attacked 
the city of Balad,” an Islamic State 

representative said.
 “The militants attacked the 
mosque in the north of the city, by opening 
¿UH�ZLWK�IXOO\�DXWRPDWLF�ZHDSRQV�´
 Upon police arriving at the scene, 
the Islamic State militants denoted their 
WKUHH�H[SORVLYH�YHVWV�


