Top 10 Online Continuing Education Platforms
The concept of “Continuing Education” is not a new phenomenon. In the US, vocational-style schooling
first appeared in the early 19th century, when the Chautauqua Institution gave teachers the opportunity to
pursue alternative education paths outside of school learning on the weekends. What began as an
experiment quickly grew in popularity, and continuing education now caters to the professional
development of a range of individuals and adult learners from a diversity of backgrounds:
❖ Graduates looking to supplement their previous formal education with further professional and
career-oriented skills.
❖ Students who need to catch up on coursework, in order to fulfil specific credit or career
requirements.
❖ Professionals looking to break into a new career area, such as programming or technology,
coming from a background with little experience. These fields represent a job market which is
constantly evolving and which therefore requires lifelong, continuous training.
❖ Individuals returning to the workforce after a career break.
❖ Individuals who may currently be out of the workforce, but who still wish to maintain their skill
set.
❖ Individuals interested in picking up a new hobby or interest.
The State of Continuing Education Today
The main difficulty faced by students who wish to pursue further studies has always been navigating
existing commitments with a new, part-time learning program. Students often find themselves struggling
to manage their course-load and attend classes while maintaining full-time jobs and other responsibilities.
This often prevents students from completing courses beneficial to their professional, academic, artistic,
or personal development.
With the advent and continuous development of the internet, knowledge is now more accessible than ever.
The rise of online learning has had an extremely positive impact on the vocational sector, and accounts
for a rapid rise in continuing education programs and resources, now offered by institutions and a variety
of recently developed digital platforms.
In 2017 alone, approximately 23 million new candidates signed up for their first online learning course,
bringing the overall total of online students to 81 million. Over 800 universities around the world now
offer continuing education programs online.
The burgeoning of continuing education online has the potential to improve accessibility and remove the
barriers often imposed by formal and traditional learning paths, especially with the information provided
by platforms referred to as “MOOCs.” These “Massive Open Online Courses” provide free online lessons

and modes of study to any member of the population, which can be followed at any pace, at any time, and
from any location. Once barren of certification, over 500 MOOC based credentials exist today, which can
help add credibility and bolster a person’s resume.
We researched the most reliable, established and credited online study options, and curated the following
top 10 online continuing education programs. Our findings are based on a multitude of criteria which any
prospective student should take into consideration:
-

Institute reputation & enrollment
Peer feedback
Student reviews (assessing overall quality of course material and instructors)
Price and affordability
Number of courses on offer
Certification recognition.

Udemy

Number of Students: 24 million
Number of Courses: 80,000
Learning Medium: Video lessons, tutorials and slides
Pricing: $20 - $200
Udemy (“The Academy of You”) is an online learning and teaching marketplace which offers a plethora
of courses and tutorials across a wide range of subjects. The platform covers topics in the fields of art,
technology, languages, test preparation, health, fitness, lifestyle, personal development, and more. The
lessons are delivered via video tutorials, pre-recorded by the course instructor who guides the lectures,
which often incorporate diagrams, slides, and student assignment work. Students can choose from a list of
categories on the homepage, which directs them to further lesson filtering options, allowing them to
curate their course selections by relevant keywords.

Unlike the majority of MOOC programs, whose material is based on traditional coursework taught by
institute teachers, Udemy takes a subject-matter expert approach while drawing from online content
creators. It appeals not only to students, but to those who wish to share their knowledge and teach courses
in areas of their expertise. Although the courses aren’t credentialed for college credit, they are the perfect
choice for those looking to improve their job-related skills and receive guidance from experienced
mentors.
Udemy position themselves as offering “the world’s largest selection of courses,” which allows you to
“learn anything.” The majority of the courses are very affordable, ranging from $10 to $200. They also
offers special access deals for businesses, and some courses are even offered for free.
Once enrolled in a course, you can watch the tutorials at your own pace, from the location of your choice,
and can log back into your account to take up any stage of the course material. This makes Udemy a very
flexible option which requires minimal commitment.
Reviews from users who have already taken courses are openly available for prospective enrollees to
consider, and each course is ranked, and browsers can also see how many students are currently enrolled
in a particular course. The platform is globally oriented, as non-English speakers can benefit from
subtitles in their native language on all videos.

Example Udemy lecture video.

Top course categories on Udemy.

Example search for Java Programming courses shows the best seller ranked at the top.

Courses providing other language options are highlighted with a closed captioning symbol shown above.

Example heavy discounting applied by Udemy.

Udacity

Number of Students: 13,000
Number of Courses: 170
Learning Medium:
Pricing: $600 - $2,400
Udacity is an education organization with courses focusing primarily on technology and business. You
can filter programs according to your skill set, learning level, and desired certification. Their catalog
offers a breakdown of courses which fall under the headings of Artificial Intelligence, Data Science,
Programming and Developing, Systems, and Business - there’s certainly a higher technical leaning to its
course-load compared to some of the other options on the list.
The platform offers both free online classes and fee-based programs. Udacity pioneered the term
“nanodegree,” referring to a solidly self-contained online certification which can be gained between 6 and
12 months of study. The nano degree involves coursework and is designed to teach practical skills
designed to increase your employability. The certification is recognised and approved by Udacity's
corporate partners such as Google and AT&T, as well as by many employers who hire into the target
industry.

Students pay for the course on a monthly basis, and access to Udacity’s nanodegree content starts at $200
per month. In many ways the monthly payment is a motivational element - hard to slack off when you
know that next payment is coming up to keep you in check!
Udacity has several free courses which act as introductory precursors to the more advanced nanodegrees.
It’s a great way to test your interests around a particular subject before further commitment.
The nanodegrees are taught by industry experts with extensive experience in each field, and students have
the opportunity to participate in discussions with other participants, engage in real world projects, interact
with a personal coach, and receive consistent feedback. Upon graduation, the goal is that you’ll be
equipped for an entry-level professional job within your chosen category.

Example Nanodegree course elements on Artificial Intelligence Trading.

Another big element of Udacity is career guidance, advising you on the most appropriate courses
according to your path choices. They arrange Open House Q&As with high-level instructors for
prospective students, and deals for businesses interested in signing up for their employees.
All the courses are graded with stars by previous peers, and include hundreds of first hand student reviews
- all scoring high marks in our criteria.

Most courses will highlight any prerequisite knowledge required.

International Open Academy

Number of Students: 85,000
Number of Courses: 120
Pricing: $60 -$120
The International Open Academy is an education hub which aims to caters to all levels of learners. It
offers both casual learning paths as well as more formally recognized qualifications across a range of
expertise. The Academy is a fabulous resource for personal and professional supplementing, and is really
well suited for students who wish to pivot to a more vocational route in their career.
IOA courses provide students with the necessary certifications or licenses required by positions in
teaching, computing, therapy, hospitality, linguistics, and business.
Probably the first thing you notice when popping open the website is just how colourful and welcome it
is. Don’t be fooled though - the Academy is accredited by the International Council for Online
Educational Standards and CPD Certification Service, which means that all their course certification are
recognised and approved by future employers within your chosen industry, as well as organizations such
as the OCOES and CPD/CE.
This is particularly helpful for roles in teaching, as many candidates prefer to take courses like TEFL
remotely, without the need to attend classes outside of the regular schedule.

All courses have no prerequisites and anyone can enroll. They follow a structure of designated course
videos, with quizzes at the end of each module. Once you successfully pass these tests and the final exam,
you’ll receive your certificate issued by the IOA. The Academy also allows one free re-sit for any failed
modules.

IOA’s key categories of courses cater to a wide range of interests.

Example course structure.

The courses themselves are really clear and comprehensive, and begin with an overview of how the
course material will be communicated, and how it can meet your expectations and learning requirements.
Visual features, prompts, written slides and videos are also often included to further engage the student,
and you have the option to revise and return to the course material at any time. The programs follow a
more tradition learning style, in that it focuses on delivering content and course materials instead of
working on practical projects, or including discussion with other students taking the same course.
Other courses on offer at IOA are life skills, animal science, beauty, business, computing, criminology,
event management, health, hobbies, photography, and special needs. Learning levels range from
beginners to advanced, and the time dedication required falls anywhere between 30 to 160 hours. You
have 60 consecutive days to complete the courses, and all of them provide 24/7 support.
Similar to Udacity, IOA has a lot of course guidance and it’s pretty clear they invest a lot of time in
ensuring that your learning is in line with your goals.
In terms of pricing, courses fall between $59 to $119. The Academy offers regular discounts, as well as a
welcome credit of $19 towards your first course purchase once you’ve registered an account. A free trial
of 10 days is also available, and you can choose to sign up to a subscription plan which starts at $15 per
month.

Open 2 Study

Number of Students: Several thousand
Number of Courses: 50
Pricing: Free
An initiative of Open Universities Australia (more on that later), Open2Study provides free, specialized,
short courses, with both certified and uncertified pathways. This makes it the perfect platform for
students, individuals, or working professionals seeking to benefit from a wide range of resources without
investing payment, and places Open2Study in the MOOC category.
The aim of the initiative is to test an individual’s suitability to online learning with its four-week
introductory courses, which are designed to prepare you for Open Universities’ accredited courses. Some
of Open2Study’s most popular courses include those in food and nutrition, psychology, project
management, photography, and writing.
The platform easily allows you to supplement and enhance both your current studies or professional
career, while providing the option of pursuing further accreditation through Open Universities. This is
particularly useful for individuals who may need to fulfil certain credits or outstanding requirements in
order to achieve qualification. Open Universities acts like a remote university itself, and provides the
same accreditation and course materials as onsite university continuing education programs.

Example course selection offered by Open2Study.

The instructors of courses on Open2Study include leading professors from universities, TAFEs and
business, who encourage students to follow their curiosity and learn new information through the free
programs. The format is a mix of video lectures and text-based information, and the courses are structured
by weekly modules. Each module has a mandatory assessment prior to completion, and a student must
achieve a minimum 60% pass mark on each module assessment to qualify for certification.
Courses take place according to fixed enrollment dates which students must adhere to, so the learning
pace is slightly less flexible than other options and involves a more structured, continuous assessment
approach. It’s certainly more of a fringe option on the list in terms of “continuing education” (really, it’s
the closest thing to an online University on the list), but it’s perfect for those looking for something
rigorous.

Future Learn

Number of Students: 3 million
Number of Courses: 242
Pricing: $75 - $30,000
Future Learn allows you to curate a list of specific courses required to meet your desired career path - and
then do them! It’s extremely career-oriented, and fits the mould of “continuing” or “supplementary”
education really well.
The platform was launched by 12 partner universities across the UK, with the aim of providing greater
access to students wishing to obtain university accreditations online. Future Learn offers courses in
business, languages, environment, technology, communications, politics and more. They are particularly
well known for their psychology and health courses. The format of tuition is provided via articles, videos,
peer reviews and quizzes.
Designed to allow students to easily incorporate education around existing life commitments, Future
Learn offers three learning paths. Short, individual modules focused on specific topics (such as
“Understanding Anxiety, Depression and CBT”) typically take place over five weeks, and recommend 3
hours of study per week. The Program options require approximately 12 weeks to complete, and are
university accredited. They provide students with a deeper understanding of their chosen subject, and help
develop practical jobs skills.
A student can apply to receive a certificate upon completion of the final program exam for an extra fee.
Prices for the certifications vary, starting at $75 for individual courses.

Example structure of a Program on Future Learn.

The third learning path provides the option to complete and obtain a degree qualification, equivalent to
the education received from a traditional onsite university program. Degree-level qualifications are
available across a variety of domains from Information Technology to Humanitarian Action. Tuition for
these degrees vary depending on the affiliate university, and range from $13,000 to $30,000.
You can request further information about each course from the Future Learn team, learn more about the
partner university providing the degree, and even take a “Free taster” of the course. Future Learn
programs are linked with reputable institutions like Deakin, Coventry and Murdoch University, and the
courses are delivered by expert academics. Students can choose the level of their degree, whether
Graduate Certificate, Diploma, or Masters Degree.

Example structure of a Degree on Future Learn.

Future Learn is a flexible option which can be tailored to your own schedule, interests, and goals. Formal
prerequisites aren’t necessary for the majority of courses, and any degree-specific requirements are
outlined in the university guidelines.

EdX

Number of Students: 1.4 million
Number of Courses: 1,800
Pricing: $50 - $300
EdX is a MOOC provider founded by MIT and Harvard University, offering online courses from the
world’s top universities and organizations, such as Berkeley, Harvard, The University of Queensland, The
University of Adelaide, MIT, and Microsoft.
The majority of the courses on offer focus on Computer Science and Technology, such as Harvard’s
popular “Introduction to Computer Science” and The Linux Foundation’s “Introduction to Linux.”
Miscellaneous and interesting options are also available, like Berkeley’s “The Science of Happiness.”
Tuition is provided by professors and experts from each university faculty. The courses are all self-paced,
though many have specific start dates. If you enroll after the start date, you can still catch up on the
missed material, or wait for a re-run of the course.
Other popular courses covered by the universities include statistics, project management, data
visualization, programming, and test preparation.
Depending on the chosen learning path, many of the programs offer flexible learning schedules along
with interactive discussion boards with other students. Although Edx is an autonomous and flexible
learning option which doesn’t require mandatory coursework or check-ins, the course content material is
often quite demanding and complex due to the fast-paced and academic nature of the lectures and

universities. You can revise any points covered, and have the ability to pause the course content to further
research anything you might not immediately understand. Edx is definitely a platform for the ambitious
and goal-oriented student - it’s not really meant for casual study.
Edx offers five different levels of qualification: the MicroMasters Program, Professional Certificate,
Online Master’s Degree, the Global Freshman Academy, and XSeries. Details of each program may be
found on their website. The Academy offers online learners the opportunity to participate in on-campus
lectures offered online by Arizona State University. Through this program, you can earn transferable
credits from ASU, and only pay for courses if you pass. XSeries are in-depth courses specializing in
various fields, lasting typically 16 weeks and requiring 2 - 4 hours per week of effort.
These innovative approaches to learning and education are unique to Edx.

Example process for the MicroMasters program.

Non-Verified EdX courses are free, although you will be asked to donate via advertisements throughout
the course. Verified certificates begin at $50 and come with a two-week refund policy. Tuition increases
with the Master’s degrees, and programs such as MicroMasters cost roughly $1,000.

Khan Academy

Number of Students: 48 million
Number of Courses: 30 courses, over 20,000 educational videos
Pricing: Free
Khan Academy began as a passion project to help high school students learn calculus. It has since grown
into a leading nonprofit organization, offering free world-class education for all audiences. Its mission is
to educate students using online tools, interactive practice, and effective teaching techniques.
Video with voice-over narration is the primary medium of tuition, as recorded by the course lecturers, and
the platform also has a prominent Youtube presence. Texts and diagrams illustrate the lessons, similar to
what a student would experience on a whiteboard in a classroom. The Academy offers courses in math,
science, engineering, computing, arts and humanities, economics, finance, and career development.
While the courses are primarily aimed towards younger learners, there is also content available for anyone
wishing to expand their professional and soft skills - in areas of economics and finance, for example.
Courses in algebra, world history, and physics are all designed to reinforce fundamental concepts behind
these subjects, and help students succeed in their schooling and beyond. The platform categorizes its
courses according to school grades (from K-2nd to 8th), and also offers preparation courses for important
tests such as the LSAT, MCAT, and SAT.

Example course offered by Khan Academy that helps students prep for their SATs

Khan Academy operates from from donations and volunteers, and is completely free to students. This is
also a fantastic resource for parents seeking to supplement their child’s education, improve their
competency in certain subjects, and provide them with a fresh approach to learning.

MIT Open Courseware

Number of Students: Several thousand
Number of Courses: 2,400
Pricing: Free
MIT OpenCourseWare is a hugely popular and invaluable repository of knowledge, taken from
undergraduate and graduate-level programs at MIT. A web-based publication of all MIT course content,
focusing on applied science and engineering, OCW is free and open to the public. You can browse
information by topic, department, lectures, videos, audio recordings, and most recently updated courses.
MIT ranks as the top university and technical college in the world.
The material is repurposed from over 2,400 courses, and emphasizes written coursework as well as
community learning and student discussion. Students can choose to engage with anything from the
fundamentals of differential calculus to advanced econometrics and quantum engineering. The platform
also offers courses in languages such as Chinese, Spanish, Turkish, and Korean, always providing
in-depth and world-class learning materials and instruction.
Positioned as an online version of MIT’s onsite programs, courses are available in various formats such as
video lectures, audio lectures or online textbooks. Students can also download lecture notes, assessments
solutions, and instructor insights.

Example course offered by MIT Open Courseware.

Courses are typically categorized by discipline (Business, Energy, Fine Arts) and grouped according to
course level, undergraduate or graduate. Students can search the various courses offered at MIT using
course codes, and follow certain programs offered at the university online. While these pathways don’t
provide college credit, they are invaluable in their scope, quality, and industry relevance.
Any technically-oriented college student can probably thank OCW for passing at least a few of their
exams. It’s particularly useful if you’re in a technical discipline, looking to brush on the fundamentals, or
deep-dive into a specialty.
It’s also just a really great way to learn Calculus again (if you’re into that kinda thing).

Coursera

Number of Students: 33 million
Number of Courses: 2,400
Pricing: $49 - $30,00
Coursera is an ideal choice for those interested in breaking into a career in the tech industry, and also
provides a variety of courses, certifications and degrees in subjects such as engineering, humanities,
medicine, business, and computer science.
Primarily focused on building in-demand, technical and practical skills, Coursera offers the perfect
environment in which to build your competency in the burgeoning fields of programming, design, and

data science. Its most popular course is Machine Learning, provided by Stanford University. The learning
paths are self-paced and flexible, without any fixed start or end date.
The materials are communicated via video lectures, downloadable notes, practice quizzes, and formal
assessments at the end of each course. Upon successful completion of each course, a student earns a
Coursera certificate, and the option to receive an accredited version from the university is also possible at
a small fee. The Coursera certificates are beneficial and useful in themselves, and can be displayed on a
student’s resume and LinkedIn profile.

Example Coursera certificate issued after completion of a free course.

Coursera is also popular for its interactive course forums, where students can engage in discussion.
Teaching Assistants and virtual tutoring sessions are also available. The courses themselves range
between 4-12 weeks.

As well as shorter courses, Coursera offers university degrees and specializations. Enrollment and
acceptance to the degrees courses involves a formal admissions process, and the programs generally
involve one to three years of study. At a cost of between USD$15,000 to USD$25,000, students have the
option to apply for financial aid to fund their online studies if necessary.
Specializations allow students to master a specific skill. These courses involve working directly on
projects based on real-world challenges. The specialization programs take four to six months to complete,
and cost between $39 to $79 per month.

Example MBA degree offered on Coursera by the University of Illinois.

Open Universities Australia

Number of Students: 400,000
Number of Courses: 170 qualifications
Pricing: $300 - $28,000
Open Universities Australia is a public, online, distance learning and research university. Undergraduate
and postgraduate degrees and courses are provided by Australia’s top universities, including ACU,
Griffith University, Charles Darwin University, RMIT, Murdoch, the University of South Australia,
Curtin University, and others.
OUA was created with the goal of meeting the changing demands and expectations of students in the
current workforce and education climate. Students enrolled in these online courses also have access to a
FEE-HELP scheme, which provides deferred payment options for eligible students completing
undergraduate and postgraduate studies.
Degrees are available in the fields of art, business, education and health, and the 170 programs cover over
1,380 subjects. As well as offering online learning, students also have the option of completing their
degree-related courses on-campus and in-person if they choose. Like any university level admittance,
most degrees at OUA require that candidates meet standard entry protocols, such as completion of a high
school diploma or proof of previous study. For individual subject courses, however, anyone can enroll.

Example degree program structure.

Online coursework is provided by recorded lectures, seminars, text pieces, slides, and interactive forums.
Each degree or subject involves mandatory assessments, either during or upon conclusion of the course.
Once enrolled, you will be able to contact and communicate with OUA staff and faculty directly and
regularly, making the platform an accessible and supportive option for remote study. Similar to a
traditional onsite university program, OUA courses follow a fixed schedule in line with the participating
universities’ system.
Subject courses start at $300 (AUD), while degree certifications range from $28,000.
—
While traditional onsite university continuing education programs remain a valid education option for
many, the rise of online continuing education now caters not only to a new audience, but to new lifestyles
and a new job market.
When choosing the right route, take the time to reflect on your current skill set, and identify your
professional and personal goals going forward. Not only will this help you decide whether online
education is the right choice for you, but it’ll direct you towards the course most suited to your needs,
interests, and chosen career industry. When you’re ready, these online platforms and institutions might
just offer the perfect opportunity to kick start or continue your educational journey.
Or, at the very least, you might learn a fun new party trick or two.

