'SIR JAMES HARDY

William Hardy, like his uncle before him.

Sir James, is the latest Hardy family
' member to have a wine range named in
I nis honour. Bill shared his thoughts on
nis 40 years with the company and Sir
James opens up about his role in the
America’s Cup victory 30 years ago
this month.
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The official brochure for the new Wi Iver Torreps

quotes Biil as Saying: “When Hamwf}':l‘lam Harqy range
compliment of suggesting 5 e
to celebrate my 40 yegrs In the by;-
pleasure in participatmg In the de-
philosophy behind the wines.” Ho:
event In Sydney, Bill admitteq ths
after him was kind of embarrassin,
proud — it’s humbling but jt’s also =
The range is Initially made from 1;
best regions and to begin, all four v are from South

Australia. “I make no apology for that . d Bill. Leg by chief
winemaker Paul Lapsley, there’s 5 Hardys William Hardy
Adelaide Hills Sauvignon Blanc 2012; Adelaide Hills
Chardonnay 2012: Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon 2012-
and Barossa Valley Shiraz 20192

Bill gets a kick out of the fact that every day, more than
two million glasses of Hardys wines are poured and drunk
around the world in 180 countries. But it's when Bill begins
to talk about the family’s prized yacht, now owned by Sir
James Hardy, that he becomes emotional with an audible
quiver in his voice. Bill’s uncle, Sir James Hardy is also in tl}e
room, ready to sail in his captain’s hat. We hear how James
father and Bill’s grandfather, Tom Mayfield Hardy, was killed
In a plane crash in 1938, along with Hugo Gramp of Orlando,
Sydney Hill-Smith of Yalumba and Ch&l‘l&}S Hawker — wher; :
James was just six. This left his widow Eileen Hardy tOhCEl
or her four children. She wasn’t sure whether to sell t ; ik
house or the prized Neridah yacht which she hlfddlgff;& v
had been designed in Glasgow. Sadly, thﬁ'" boat ades i
the sons kept watch on her over the coming decades,

o Hobart
knowing her whereabouts. She also won a Sydney {
Yacht race while out of Hardy ownership.
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1974 and Australia [ In 1980." said Sir James.

In 1971, the OPbortunity came up to buy back the family’s

amuly had the funds at the time,
SO Sir James put it to the Board of the company that they
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The famous boat, Australia .

“My sales pitch was ‘vintage

should ?Wﬂ 1 compivtiiit.go\g;ﬁiher[ like ham and lﬂ}i‘*'
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i Septembe; t victory 1:01‘ an Australian crew and ended a
- 1 markEFi ﬂ'le z?reak for the New York Yacht Club. The
132 YE?I wmAlan Bond, are all meeting up in Sa,n‘ it
it ClUdl'ngmonth Lo mark the 30th celebration. ‘}m g}di
Francisco tm}fas come back.” quips Sir James. “Alan is thfh
o R w who could convince the passengfrs i
orjly man ;eknﬁeeded to buy ice.” says Sir James. “J ohnm
Titanic they really my protégé — he was the gu.y 1 mnf tyan
Bertrand Waﬁ;t 2 was not fussed by the dizzy lights of it all “
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diving under Australia IT trying to capture a snap of th‘e
elusive keel, one was dragged off to the courthouse while the
other escaped. In dramatic American fashion, Lbe p{?ortographer
was still in his wetsuit and flippers w.ith Fhe pohc:e. We almost
felt sorry for him, standing tber.e dripping ﬁnd '11; v.ias;.o
idiculous the police didn’t let him change,” said Sir Jim
o oncealment of the keel was part of a game of |
y Thiglogjcal sportsmanship” more than —anthHg else, Sir
E d. They had got word that Dennis Conner may ha,-ve
o 1- s while the boat was being built. So to keep him
seen' ke aaid guessing, they decided to conceal the keel for
i me:sn of the challenge period — a feat that Sir qames
o ?iumtlzld be near unpossible in today’s technological age.
ad_rmtS' W;) mes if he’s gone down the iPhone path. “Yes, I
" c;stly to text my son David and to check the
hav:h(zec;;?ﬁtions,” he says as he shows me his favourite
wea
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The staff membe and said tg him_

T came back
SOmething for you, this Houghton's Wine
Australia’} L0 which Pratt Sald, ‘Brillian

L, we'll drink that!” (¢
course it was 1 wholly ow

ned subsidiary of Hardys. 1 love that
— [ never let on the whole summer!”

Of course Sjr James too has
Which was Suggested to |

rass, “g wonderfyl
8Uy who we sSlapped up after he finished at ( rlando’
Sir James. “At a bo

ard meeting when ] Was then chairmap
WE were wanting to produce a new bottle fermented

Sparkling wine. Guenter sald, ‘Jim I'm lrying to come up with
a name for it — what about Sir ] ames?’ | thought. och sounds
a bit like Pol Roger. ‘But Guenter, what if | don'’t like the

wine,’ I asked. He sald quite firmly in his German accent, ‘Yoy
will like the wine! and [ did.”
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4 Wine named in his nonoyr.
um by Guenter P

' said

from Tumbarumba. That was near Mt Kosciuszko. | thought .

Jesus, that’s g long way to go for some bloody grapes. But
SUre enough, we started winning award after award and |

sald, ‘You better go back to Kosciuszko and get some more of
those grapes’” recalls Sir James.

Sir James glances at the front cover of the brochure fqr the
new William Hardy range, which shows some boots wal}qrfg
through the vines, presumably Bill’s soles. Sir James said it
reminds him of one of his all-time favourite comments from
one of their top quality grapegrowers.

‘I asked this guy once what does he reckon is the bestj
fertiliser? And he answered, ‘The footsteps of the owner.
That’s always stayed with me.” m
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