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Out of the blue

Starting today, till May 12, CounterCulture
brings to you ‘An Ode to the Blues’, an
effort to spread blues as a music genre.
There will be film screenings, LP sessions,
and performances from some of the biggest blues musicians, including Soulmate
and Windoze. All these events will be held
at venues across the city. Details:
41400793

Peace out

NGO Visthar is holding its annual Bhoomi
Habba tomorrow, with themes of justice
and peace, and an array of activities.
Sample the cuisine from their international food festival, check out the documentary film festival, have a look at the doll
exhibition or just shop at the many handicraft stalls, among other things. At Dodda
Gubbi, off Hennur Main Road. 10 am to 6
pm. Details: 9845442453

Right here,

right now
Quick

takes
Personal anthem

Born Slippy by Underworld

Best read

The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists
by Robert Tressell

Favourite getaway

Babington House, Somerset—me and
Zoe (Ball, his wife) got married there.

Favourite movie
The Big Leobowski

Favourite gadget

If I lock myself out of my car, I can ring
BMW and they will unlock it
remotely. Nice.

The college factor

Still We Are Saints is a play about two
characters, in search of a promising
future. The plot unfolds through the eyes
of a college junior, and incorporates college ‘fundas’, ad jingles, impersonations
and more. Tomorrow at 7.30 pm. At Seva
Sadan Auditorium Malleshwaram. Tickets
(`100) available on indianstage.in

New artiste whose sound is
promising:
His Majesty Andre

Unwind with

Cooking, playing with my children or
watching football.

Why Fatboy Slim has been the
most resilient of all your
pseudonyms:

He is like a grey squirrel in England,
invading the habitat of our native red
squirrels. He seems to thrive better
and eat all the best nuts!

spy

Check out Agni Mattu Malle,
the Kannada version of Girish
Karnad’s play The Fire and the
Rain, tomorrow. It is based on a
chapter from the Mahabharat.
7.30 pm. At Ranga Shankara.
Tickets (`100) on indianstage.in
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Ahead of his India tour, Norman Quentin Cook,
or Fatboy Slim as he is popularly known, tells us what it
takes to be one of the biggest DJs of his generation
He made Kevin Spacey dance to his tunes and drew 65,000 people for one of his earliest afterparties. Superstar DJ
Norman Quentin Cook, aka Fatboy Slim, is all set to take India by storm, in what he’s calling “two badass parties”. His
maiden tour will first take him to Gurgaon, and then bring him down to Bangalore, where popular DJs — Ivan and
Rohit Barker — will open for him. Having popularised genres like big beat and electronic dance music (EDM), Cook’s
long list of hit singles include The Rockafeller Skank, Praise You and Right Here Right Now. He tells us more.
How did you shift from reggae and
dub-influenced music to a more
electronic sound?
I suppose Giorgio Moroder (an
Italian record producer and perfor mer) started it with Donna
Summer’s I Feel Love and drugs
kinda did the rest.
You’re considered to be one of the
world’s first superstar DJs. Has
the scene changed over the last
decade?
It’s recently incorporated more
pop and R&B influences on one side
and gone noisy and dark with dubstep on the other side. And, both
sides are riding the crest of a commercial wave right now, which opens
the whole scene up for all of us.
Do you think the commercialisation of EDM is having an adverse
effect on the growth of club
music?
No. If it turns more people onto
what we do, then that is good for
the whole scene, not just the

commercial end. There is a trickledown effect for every underground
DJ and producer, as the market gets
bigger and more global. There is
room for the commercial and the
deep, and in both genres, there is
always good and bad!
Most memorable moment at a
gig.
At Glastonbury one year, a friend
texted me to say Keyser Soze was
coming to say hello. I didn’t quite
understand what he was talking
about even when Kevin Spacey crept
up on stage and had a little dance
with me. (Keyser Soze is a fictional
character in the 1995 film, The Usual
Suspects, in which Spacey starred).
Your views on the Stop Online
Piracy Act (SOPA) and piracy?
I think Americans should be more
realistic about the fact that the internet is unpoliceable. Everyone said
when cassette tapes came out in
the 70s that home taping would
kill music and look how many
millionaires exist in the music
business. Piracy has existed as
long as prostitution, and should be
controlled in a similar manner.
How did you first come up with the
concept of the Big Beach Boutique
gigs, now one of the biggest dance

Trivia
 is neighbours are British actor Nick Berry and former member of
H
The Beatles, Paul McCartney
 e didn’t receive any of the royalties from the song The
H
Rockafeller Skank, because since he used vocal samples of other
songs, the track’s royalties had to split between those artistes
He was part of English pop band, The Housemartins, during the
80s

music parties in the world?
It all started with cricket. An
English television company wanted
to show the summer test matches
outdoors in parks and on beaches on
huge screens. Whilst they had the
equipment set up, they asked if I’d
like to play an afterparty in the evening. By the time Friday night came,
we had already lost the test match,
but 65,000 people tur ned up
to the after par ty. T he rest is
history!
Would you believe you became a
hit in India after The Rockafeller
Skank was used as the title track
for FIFA ‘99?
No doubt! In this day and age more
kids get their first musical education from gaming rather than radio,
television or night clubs. Just one of
the many changes in this crazy era
of popular culture that I have had
the pleasure to live through.
Q Magazine included you in its ‘50
bands to see before you die’ list.
W hat can your Indian fans
expect?
What an honour! Though don’t be
misled by the ‘bands’ bit of that
statement. I am a DJ not a band so I
will be rocking the dance floor with
the biggest tunes of the day rather
than trotting out my own tunes. This
isn’t a concert tour, this is two badass
parties!
On May 6, at E-Zone,
Marathahalli. Gates open at 5 pm.
Tickets priced at `1,500 and
`4,000 (VIP) available on bookmyshow.com

—Shefali Rao

