the indulge cover story

FRIDAY, February 10, 2012| Bangalore

faces

@rameshsrivats

From IIT to IIM, advertising to digital products, and finally
Twitter, Ramesh Srivats, the master of puns, seems to have
conquered it all. There’s even a hashtag dedicated to his
special brand of humour — #rameshsrivatsissofunny. As
MD and CEO of TenTenTen Digital Products, a company
that creates apps, this self-confessed Shah Rukh
Khan fan is possibly one of
Bangalore’s biggest ‘Twitterati’,
with his clever one-liners sometimes coming back to him as
SMSes. He’s made a lot of new
friends through the site, he tells us.
“Earlier, you met a lot of people, got
to know them and some of
them
became your friends. On Twitter, you know a lot about people and then you selectively become friends with some —
it’s a far more efficient process, like pre-screening your
friends,” laughs Srivats, “I’ve even recruited a few people
at work through Twitter.”

@joylita

Twitter changes:
Twitter has produced a lot
more armchair activists
now, and more opinionated
people, but in a way it’s
good, because it has opened
another line of communication.
Pet peeves: People who
tweet good night and good
morning. Plagiarism also
makes it to the list.

Twitter
Lingo

Retweets: Repeating another
user’s tweet. RT, for short.
Hashtags: The hashtag symbol #
is used before keywords in tweets,
for them to show more easily in
Twitter searches, as a way of making a tweet more accessible. If you
type in #Bangalore, you find out
what’s happening in the city.
Trending topics: The most popular topics or hashtags on Twitter at
a certain point.
Timeline: A live list of tweets by
all those you follow.
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Master
of puns
@rameshsrivats:
Hmm. So there’s this guy
called Rahul who goes
Maya hunting. No no, I’m
not talking about U.P.
That's the story of Dil To
Pagal Hai. #Rehash
SRK & Sanjay Dutt?
Shirish Kunder must have
been seeing stars.
Yes yes. There should be
a float with Kalmadi, Raja,
and all. It can be called an
under-the-tableau.
Sachin wanted to sleep
till 7.00am, but got up at
6.59.

@madmanweb
Pics: Nagesh Polali

As a well known chef, restaurant consultant and
a food photographer you would think that
Madhu Menon’s list of followers would be singularly dotted with foodies — except, he’s also
known for unleashing humour on his followers’
timelines. He uses the micro-blogging service
“as a way of release,” he explains, adding “I use
it to post a lot of food-related tips, but mostly
wisecracks. A lot of stupid things are happening
in our world, so when I find a silly headline, I
make fun of it.”
He tweets about food, current affairs, design,
writing, and pretty much anything he wants to
poke fun at. “My aim is to just make people laugh
if I can. My Twitter bio even says ‘rarely serious’
and I’m often sarcastic, but sometimes people
take my outrageous tweets too seriously. Indians
need a funny bone,” says Menon. “Once I tweeted
saying, ‘My hair is blonde,’ and someone replied
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With the PMO getting onto Twitter recently, it can’t get bigger than
this for the micro-blogging site. And since Bangalore has more than its
fair share of Twitterati — we bring you five Tweeple from the city who
are changing the way we think, eat and write. By Shefali Rao

@scribbledpage

She loves to read, bake,
and read some more, when
she’s not working as a web
consultant, as is evident
from her tweets about
books, authors and food.
Her Twitter handle is simple, just her first name –—
Joylita. “Initially, it was
Pure Narcotic, which is a
song by Porcupine Tree,
but people took that the
wrong way,” laughs Joylita
Saldanha, who works by
herself from home, helping companies build
mobile and web products.
Other than books and food,
she also tweets “to crib
about Bangalore and its
traffic.”
She blames the only-childsyndrome for getting her
hooked onto Twitter. “I
don’t have any siblings, so I
tend to talk to myself —
Twitter is like talking to
yourself, only better,” she
says. Saldanha first came
across the site when
Michael Jackson died. “I
was in Los Angeles at the
time and everyone was
tweeting about him, and
that’s when I saw what it
was all about,” she remembers.
Celeb speak: I follow a lot
of authors, including
Salman Rushdie and
Alexander McCall Smith. I
used to follow Gul Panag,
but then she spelled
‘lose’as ‘loose’, and I
stopped following her.
Shahid Kapoor also got
bumped off the list for bad
grammar.

Plus, it’s made a lot of other things more fun, he feels. “Take
cricket matches, for example, everybody likes to watch
them in groups,” he says, “Sometimes you’re stuck with
people who know nothing about the game. Twitter is like
watching a match with 1,000 really well-informed
people, who are also funny. And the best part
is that if you want to focus on the match
alone, you can just switch them off, which
you can’t do in real life.”
Celeb speak: I follow Shah Rukh Khan
because I’m a fan. Some, like Gul Panag
and Shashi Tharoor, are good, but
Rajdeep Sardesai is my favourite —
without him saying goodnight, I don't
go to sleep.
Pet peeves: Plagiarism. The worst is when some of my
tweets come back to me as SMSes.
Keeping it real: For all the hype around it, Twitter is still a
parallel world, and people have started taking it too seriously. The real world is still out here, with real issues to be
tackled. On Twitter, people are not people, they’re just personas.

He is an ad guru. She is still slogging it out in college. While she tells
companies how to make their web
products better, he doles out cooking tips to bachelors, and the fifth
is saving the world, one drop at a
time. But all five of them have made
their mark on one place — Twitter
— and that too, with the help of
only 140 characters.
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Led Zeppelin fan. Content writer for Zomato. College student. Vismitha S, all of 18, has
a lot on her plate and Twitter is her outlet. She never imagined she’d have so many followers, she tells us. “For the first three months, I had no followers. The first four followers made me a lot happier than the 2,000 odd followers I have now,” she says.
Twitter has not only helped her meet interesting new people, but also gotten her
a stint as city editor for Zomato, an online restaurant and lifestyle portal. “There
was this guy on Twitter who was looking for content writers in Bangalore. Since
I ate out a lot anyway, I approached him, and he introduced me to the guy in
Bangalore handling operations. They saw my work, and then made me city editor,” she says. She discovered Twitter out of sheer boredom. “I had this very
old computer, about ten years old, and it just didn't connect to Facebook,”
says Vismitha, “So I thought, okay now I’ll see what Twitter is about, and
that was it.” Though college keeps her busy, she does find time to tweet
about the boring classes — without mentioning her professors’
names, of course.
Celeb speak: I don’t follow celebrities because their grammar
is pathetic. Also, I’m not interested in knowing when they go to
the gym — it de-motivates me from eating!
Pet peeves: Couples on Twitter, I just unfollow them. The
pretty girls — I get that you’re pretty, but stop using that to get
followers. More than them, though, it’s the men who follow
the pretty girls, just for their display pictures.

saying, ‘but you’re bald!’ — I actually had to
explain it was a joke,” he recalls.
Network effect: If you want something out
there, in a matter of seconds, 2,000 people would
have retweeted it. The network effect is huge. I
use Twitter to keep track of things like traffic
jams. I even follow a Bangalore traffic jam
account. So if I tweet with the hashtag
#BLRJam, I get traffic jam updates instantly.
Pet peeves: People who don’t use proper spelling and grammar. If you say ‘hu r u’, I will probably unfollow you. People who post minute-byminute updates of their lives, like ‘yawn’, annoy
me. Using words like ‘dreamer’ and ‘thinker’ in
your bio, that bugs me — if you’ve put thinker in
your bio, it’s likely that you aren’t one. Also, people who think they’re photographers. These
days, anyone with a camera thinks they’re a photographer, though they’re just digital artists.
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social networking

@zenrainman
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He recently tweeted saying, “I refuse to
exchange business cards with anybody who
doesn’t have a twitter handle any more :)”,
and he gets invited to conferences the world
over just to tweet. Meet S Vishwanath, founder of the Rainwater Club in Bangalore, advisor to Arghyam (a foundation working in the
water and sanitation sectors of India) and
avid tweeter.
“I work on water-related issues, with a specific emphasis on rainwater harvesting,” says
Vishwanath. Twitter has made a huge difference to his line of work, he tells us. “It gets me
in touch with people much more than standard media. I’m able to share so many ideas —
I’ve been invited to three international conferences on water conservation, just to tweet.
There are only about 80 people present at the

conference, but through tweets, you reach out
to thousands.” He’s also notorious for his rapid tweeting skills. “I can’t remember the last
time I’ve been to a forum where I haven’t
tweeted,” he says, “Sometimes even when I’m
on the dais, I could be insulting the audience
through tweets — it keeps them on their toes,
and it keeps me entertained,” he chuckles.
Making a difference: I was once asked to
go to Morocco to participate in a conference
on sustainable water management. Instead of
going all the way, I just asked if I could use
Twitter instead, to tweet the content — what’s
the point in flying there for 20 minutes, when
you can save money and carbon with Twitter?
A global ‘adda’ is how I’d describe Twitter,
where people go to have intellectual conversations and a fun time.

On Twitter, people are not people,
they’re just personas.
- Ramesh Srivats
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