
M1AKINO CHESTER THE WORLD'S 
FiiST SUSTAINABLE P1ALM OIL CITY 

WORDS: MATTHEW BRIDSON ILLU STRATIO N S: CHESTER ZOO 

( ]1e~rer is stepping fo rward a~ .1 champion in the fight for 
environmental change, lc:ading die way in a 11L'\ Y movement 

thar's Sl.'L rn send out ripples of positive acLio n workhvidc. 
Already \.vd l on it~ way lO becoming the UK's first straw-free 

ci ry, it isn'r resting on its eco-fr iendly laurels; in an exciting 
bid , launched by C hester Zoo, C hester has ~et its sigh rs o n 
bn:oming the world's first 'Sustainable Palm O il City'. 

C urrent pal m o il production is causing a crisis for 
bmh wi ldlife and che environ ment . In response, C hester 
Zoo's conservarionis rs an:· call ing our co local rcscaurancs, 
schools, visito r anractions, hotels, retailers, workplaces 
with staff catering services, and ind ividuals ro join their 
g rou ndbreaking sustainabili ty cause. 

Thanks to the ini tiacive . you can be a pan of rhe action 
'.'ccJ cd _co tackle the complex issues at hand , starting righr he re 
in thl: c1ty Su can I. So can every we know. 

Awan::ness abouc th d · h -. c pros, an noc )USC t c cons. o f palm oil 
t:s a key pan o f C hester Z ' · · ,\ . . , , ~oos campaign. so, bdorc wt' finJ mn 
"' 1.11 action s planned , ler's c;J'-c ~~ look at the fac t ') .. . 
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W~ol oduallj is pair, 0111 
Palm oil is a vc.:gerable oil that's c.:xtrac1cd from the fruit of oil 
p:ilm 1n:t.:s and foawrcs in .1 massive numhcr of products ,v1.~ 
use every iiingle Jay. 

If you head into almost any UI< su1)L:rmarkc1, you can 
guara1111.:e that nc~rly 5(N1, of cvc.:ry1hing sold dil·rc - cake . .,, 
bi~cuits, margarine, beauty products, shampoo, so.1p, 
cle.ining marcrials - will contain palm oil. 

On top of :ill lhat, it's al.!>o used as hin-ruc.:I for evc:ry1hi11g 
from diesd engines to entire power stations. Pn:IL)' mulii­
purposc stuff, to say the kast. 

~~I is polM oit ,o popular? 
II you're anything like me:, you'll probably have had only 1he 
dini111c:s1 awarcnl:ss, even just :1 lcw years hack, of palm oil's 
cxi:-.1cn,e, let alon1.: wh.11 it was usl'(I in or why there w.1s anr 

Controversy ahout proJucing i1. 
With till' J:twll or thl· digi1.1l cr:l, 1hot1gh. our awarl'. llC!IS 

aho111 paint oil use has skyrrn.:ke1nl. 
1 dc:fr anyone not m ha\'l' been movl'd hy the animatnl 20 I') 

Chris1rn~ adVl'n from supermarket (h ,1in, Iceland, which 
Wl'lll viral rcccmlr, ( :on1c:11tiomly ha1111cd from 1c:k·vision >> 
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f', · . · · . ·• : . ~• prl>-~1.uq i'vc pl:11us.' J hcy're very d1l'ap 
.' _ i.-t' ·' · · _ · · .... ;.~ I "tnd ,,f'1sy 10 , uhivmc, hi:c 111sc they. wt·.~~ l . j . . . . •. • ./i' ·71.1'1;~,ij·~i'iulc fertiliser and P•! >vidc 

· ·:;.p f{ L· _ ·M O I L? ;.r'ii. ·irn.:rc_·.<-lihly higl~ ~idd per square 
!• t\ , 1 . ,kilometre (tens of 11mcs more I h:rn 

~ { • · d(h~r mass-cult iv;11 l'd pl.1111s like 
.. ,~ [ o_ 1 11', V_ERSA[IU. CHEAP ~nco11111_· a.Ill'. lll,1!7.C). No wrn_1dcr 
' · 'E- on,1 1:1 FICl[NH u's so popular wuh prmlll(:c1s. 

• • • - • · · · · · • • • • · · · · · · · · · • • - 111 th(.•rn-y, 1hc11 , all those dltckn1 
Otw119 ea I ralr11 lrttS IS Lhe 

:ttlrilrn res mean rhat 1>alm oil •OSl effic;eal lfe or (and r or 
J d lias dw 1mtl·n1 ial lO hcuunc an ptto12cm9 ,ti · ,\ p10 uC\'t ... ~~ 

luice a, ,. .. ,. as cocc,1i,\ cnviro11111cn1all)' fri l'ndly producr 
b~ end ove, 11,rly {1111t1 cx1raorJinain:, if fanned smt,1i11~1 hly. 
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bro.idc:lSI lx--causc its fim1 s1am:l.' .1g.1i ns1 
sdling palm oil proJucts was c.lcc.:m\.'d 
100 .. polilkal". lccbnd (lhc hc;,J olfi1:c 

of which is actually hascc.l jw,1 ovc:r 1hc 
\X'dsh border fmm ( :hl'Sl\.'1. in I ><.~1.:s ic.lc) 
look lO social ffil'tlia lO ~I.arc tli '-' aJ vcn •~ 
powc:rful llll~"-lgc insll-aJ. 

Now, wi1h chis ongoing so<."ial nh:di,1 
f~Kus h~ come ., wiJl~pR·ad pc.:rl'cpt ion 
1ha1 palm oil is l,;1sicall}· 1lw c.k·vil. I'd 
l'lTtainl>· ~01111,.• 10 hdk·w !lo, Jl any r,lll', 

I l1..~1,itc i1s h.,d ll'P• hm\'1,.·v1,:r, 
i1 tum, 0111 1'1,11 p.11111 o il it\l'lf is 
.tt..lu.,lly soil of ama1i11~ in 101, of 

w.1rs . . . h', ;1 hold \ l ,lh.'.1U1.·111 . I know, 

hut l,1,.";tr Ill\' mu on , hi., on\·. 

You ~•1,.•. oil p.11111 Hl'\.'S ,Ir\· hi~hly 

W~al' s t,e problert w;l~ u,in9 il. tten? 
' lhc real isslll' is that palm oil mo~cly 
isn'c sustainably farmed. 

Roughly 85'¾, of 1he world's palm oil 
is pruJucc<l in Malaysia and Indonesia, 
where the ever-growing demand f<>r it 
has brouglu abom the rapid expansion 
of oil palm plamations, mosc of which 
arc totally unrcgularcd. 

' the industry is causing devastation 
co 1he natu ral world. Enormous 
sw.Hhl.'s of rainfon:st in South Eas( 
Asia arc.· being d can:d to mah· wa}' 

for p.1lm plamarions, obliccrating thl' 
hahitats of orangmans. t igcrs, rh inm, 
.md d cphants, and cradic.11 ing 1h1.· 

lornl wildli fe that they 111.:nl to survi \'l'. 
Now, 11umh1,.·rs for 1ht:,1..· alr1..·ac.ly 

1,.·nc.lang1,.·r1..·c.l sp1..·t:i1..•s ,11"1..' plun~in~ 
t<.·rri I )'i ngl y fost. 

If all ,hat w1..·n:11'1 had l'no ugh, d11,.· 

wo.-lJ \ dimat 1..· i, hd ng i111pat11:d too: 
wh1..·n the rainl«1r1..·!'>1s ar1..· r1..·movcd .md 
th\· pc;11 buds 1hq ,.r1.· , irnarn l 0 11 .m· 
drai nt..·1..I. c 1rho 11 is 1d1,.·a,,:d from tl 11.· 
,oil and d ir1,.•u ly i11 ro 1111.· .11 1nmph1,.-r1..·: 

moll ' ~rn·nlto uw !,?,•"l'' .1r1..· .,ddcd 10 

d 11.· l1a1;mlu11, lt-w l, \\'l..'
0r1..· 1..·xp\·ri1.·111.. i11 µ_ 

.md global w.11111i11g 1.1 111p, up. 
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So. ~OIJ do we solve \he iuue? 
I krl.'s wlll'rl· ii ~l·ts a lit1k· t:omplic 11l·J ... \X'l· ran't just 
smldl·nly stop making palm oil. It 's not a hlad, and 
whit l' sirn.11io11 likt· it is with singk· USl' pbstks. wliirh 
Wl' l .tll say, without qul·stion , ,lrl' l'lltirdr had. 

For olll', if Wl' did stop fannin~ for palm oil. Wl.'d haw 
to rl·plan· it with ahl'matiws to ml'l't lk111.1ml; rl'pl.1dng 
plantations with otlll'r, k·ss high-yidJ wg1:1ahk oil nops 
would ml'all fl'I num· I.ind l'l'IJUirl·1l. whkh would ltll'.111 
w t mort.· ddi1rl·station to n1ltivall' k-ss dlil°il'lll produrl'. 
· I )0 n't l<H'~l·t too, t h.11 many thousands of jol,s 

tkpl·nd on d1l' industry. so stopping produltion 
o\'l'l'llight would prow rat.1strophir to pl·opk.'s liws. 

P.1l111 oil it sdf is a hl'ndidal produl"I , hut it 's thl· wilkr 
p.ilm farming industry that 111:l·lh to diangl·. In n·n ·m r l'.lrs, 
a group c al led tl1l· Roundtahk on Sustainahk l\1l m l )ii 
( llSP( ) ) has l l'l',lll'll .1 Sl't of st.1mlanls l<1r sustainahll· p.1l111 
oil prmlullion with minimal imp.Kt on lol.tl l'llVirontnl'lll , 
wildlik •. ,ml pl·opk. As .1 rl·suh . v.uious imlustry 
or~.mi,.11ions arl· hq~i1111i11~ to prodUl l' and sourl'l' palm oil 
.,l : o,d in~ to tl1l'Sl' s1.111d.ulls - in fall. soml' .m· t;1king ar t ion 
Wl·II hn·ond 1lll'm. whill· till' st.m&mls lOntinlll' to l'Volw 
fin tl,l. lw11 l·r. whid1 is a L1111.1s1il stl'P in till' right dirn tion. 

· I Iii, , u1111lll'I, ,Ill ., lli.mll' of UK industry .1ssod.11ions 
,111d Non -( ;11\'l'lllllll'IH,11 ( h ~.111is.11ions signl·J thl· 
:\ 111, tl· ,d.1111 ( ·0111111i111H·111 . wi1h thl· ~ 0 .1I of hrin~in~ .1ho111 
ioou., , 11 ,1.1in.1hk p., lm oil IISl' in Furopi· h~· .!O.!O. ,.,. 
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W~ol is \he ·c,e,\er S11sla1nable Palm O;I Ci\~' car,paign and \01.1 con 1.1e help? 

Conservation 1rus1s, like Chesccr 
Zoo, Me working to help these RSPO 
standards go from strength to srrengrh; 
most imporcanrly, coo. chey're working 
hard ro create a shitt in public a,vareness. 

\X!irh the inrroduccion of the Chester 
Sustainable Palm Oil Ciry campaign, 
Cht"5ter Zoo is calling on businesses 
and organisations in che ciry to join its 
initiative by adopting a sustainable palm 
oil policy with cheir help. 

\Xlorking alongside these partners co 
au<lit rheir supply chains. Chester Zoo 
is on a mission co put the dry on che 
map and ae-ace a chain reaction chat will 
conrinm.- co spR-ad awareness anJ grow 
chc <lC"mand for sustainabil ity nationally 
and far. for beyond. 

RtMauranc. Chez Juks, and thc 
University of Chester arc just some 
of th!.." local names chat have aln.·a<ly 
pledg,.:d rhcir support to ihc caust', anJ 
other dtywi<lt· organisations are lluickly 
lollowin!!, ,uit. 0111.t· mough champions 
haw ,ignnl up. Chl·stl·r will otticially 

receive its Sustainable Palm Oil Ciry 
status - a world first. 

Faye Sherlock, Project Officer 
for Chester Zoo' Ace For Wildlife 
programme. shared her hopes for 
the scheme with Tortoise: "our ciry 
campaign is such an exciting way for 

businesses in Chester co come together 
and make a real impact on the demand 
for sustainable palm oil." 

"Chester is k-ading the world on 
chis issue." Faye cominud, "and we'n: 

extremely proud of our champions who're 
making changes to their supply chain to 

ensure produces are sustainably sourced." 
·fo make sun: everyone can get 

involved, the Zoo has even pulled 

together a Sustai nable Palm O il Shopping 
Lisr ofhrands clue are RSPO certified. 
downloadable online. Wich ic, we can all 

do our bit to suppon sustainability in the 
palm oil industry - one person, and one 
shopping basket. at a time. 

So, come on, Chester. let's make history. b 

1o,n Chesler loo's #PaltviOilChallen9e -
1,nd ou\ More and how ~ou can gel involved. here 

WWW.ACTFORWlLDLIF£.0RG.UK/PAlMOIL 
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{ "names": [ { "family": { "value": "Palm", "coordinates": [ 417, 290, 486, 330 ] }, "given": { "value": "Way", "coordinates": [ 218, 289, 281, 326 ] } }, { "family": { "value": "(", "coordinates": [ 841, 348, 849, 401 ] }, "given": { "value": "Ph Pl Onlohtms T. )i.J I Lt.Ifj I", "coordinates": [ 172, 338, 759, 457 ] } } ], "phoneNumbers": [ { "value": "11110111111", "coordinates": [ 302, 1556, 402, 1570 ] } ], "type": "BusinessCard", "isBackSide": false, "width": 1087, "height": 1614 }

