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ACT I 

Scene 1 _______

The stage is set like a bedroom 
with three sets of bunk beds lining 
the back wall. There are some bean 
bags center stage. CLAIRE, 19, 
stands center stage. A robotic 
voice begins to speak. 

RADIO 
State your name. 

CLAIRE 
Claire Bishop. 

RADIO 
State your age. 

CLAIRE 
19. 

A blue light flashes across the stage, focusing on Claire. 

RADIO 
Patron 1475 confirmed. How may I help you, Claire? 

CLAIRE 
I'd like to submit a request? 

RADIO 
Would you like to request: 

A. an object of need 

B. a meeting with a professional 

C. an approval 

D. - 

CLAIRE 
C! 

RADIO 
You have selected C. an approval. Would you like me to 
approve 

A. an entertainment option 

B. a romantic partner 

C. a change in your dietary regime 

or D. other 
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CLAIRE 
B. 

RADIO 
You have selected B. a romantic partner. State the name of 
the romantic partner you wish to engage with. 

CLAIRE 
Tony Vasquez 

RADIO 
State the age 

CLAIRE 
19 

RADIO 
Patron found. Processing request. 

Claire waits impatiently while 
Radio makes whirring noises. It 
finishes with a honk. 

Romantic partner denied. 

CLAIRE 
What!? Why? 

RADIO 
Request unclear. Please restate. 

CLAIRE 
Fuck. 

RADIO 
Request to fuck processing. 

CLAIRE 
Wait, no, that's not - 

Claire is interrupted by more 
whirring noises. 

RADIO 
Request denied. 

CLAIRE 
No shit, Sherlock. 

RADIO 
Request unclear. Please restate. 

CLAIRE 
Goodbye, Rad. 
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RADIO 
Goodbye. 

Blue light fades into normal 
lights, Claire stays where she is 
looking at the audience. 

CLAIRE 
You seriously couldn't let me have this one thing? 

TONY, 19, enters. 

TONY 
Who're you talking to? 

Claire gestures to the audience as 
an answer. Tony looks out. 

Ah. So I'm guessing the request was denied again, then. 

CLAIRE 
It's the third time this month. I thought it was an age 
thing, but my birthday was last week and they still say no. 

Tony places a hand on Claire's 
shoulder comfortingly, while still 
leaving room for Jesus. 

TONY 
I'm sorry. I can try again? 

CLAIRE 
We only get one shot a week each, don't waste yours just so 
they can tell us no. 

TONY 
Claire. 

CLAIRE 
No. It's not worth it. 

TONY 
Don't give up on us, please. 

CLAIRE 
I'm not giving up on us. 

Claire turns to the audience. 
You all, on the other hand, can suck it. 

Claire runs off stage. Tony sits on 
one of the bean bags, defeated. 

TONY 
(to the audience) 
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Listen, I know you always tell us to trust you. And we do, I 
promise. But, it's kind of hard to understand your decision 
on this one. You've seen how compatible Claire and I are, 
why are you being such a cockblock? 

MAX, 20, walks in. 

MAX 
Why are you talking to them like they're gonna answer? 

TONY 
I don't know, it's comforting I guess. 

MAX 
Ah yes, I take great comfort knowing someone is watching my 
every move. 

TONY 
Do you really think they're watching our       move? Like,                                          every             
even when we go to the bathroom? 

MAX 
That's what they tell us. Every minute of every day. 

TONY 
What rules do they think I'm gonna break while I take a 
dump? 

MAX 
In an empty room with a lockable door and a mirror? There's 
no telling the kind of trouble an attractive young scamp 
like you could get into. 

Max ruffles Tony's hair. 

TONY 
Oh, shut up. 

MAX 
Why are you suddenly so interested in what they can see? 
We've been here for years, and you've never questioned their 
bathroom vision before. 

TONY 
No reason. I guess I just never thought of it before, how 
     they saw. much           

MAX 
If you're thinking about your privates, they've definitely 
seen them. 

TONY 
I wasn't thinking about my privates! 
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MAX 
But you are now. 

TONY 
(looking uncomfortable) 

Well, yeah. I mean, they're called privates for a reason. 

MAX 
Sure they are bud. Speaking of your privates, where's 
Claire? 

TONY 
What does Claire have to do with my privates? 

MAX 
You know... 

(to the audience) 
You know what I'm talking about, right? They totally wanna 
bang. 

TONY 
We do not want to 'bang.' We want to be in a relationship. 
And they obviously       know that since the request keeps                    don't                                   
getting denied. 

MAX 
Shit, man, again? 

TONY 
Yeah. I don't know what's causing the denial. We are in love 
with each other, we're meant to be together. 

MAX 
Maybe you're not. 

TONY 
(insulted) 

What's that supposed to mean? 

MAX 
I don't want to offend you or anything, but what if you 
aren't meant to be together? RAD may know something you 
don't. 

TONY 
That's bullshit. Who else would Claire be with, you? 

MAX 
Ew, gross. Claire's like a sister to me. 

TONY 
Exactly. There's literally no one else for either of us, so 
why wouldn't we be together? 
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MAX 
I don't know, it's not like you      to find a partner here.                                 have                         

TONY 
They paired us all up, two girls and two boys of the same 
age, what do you think they were expecting us to do? 

MAX 
Right. Yeah. Well maybe 'you know who' is just bugging out. 

TONY 
That doesn't really help us now, does it? Claire's really 
upset about it. I don't know what to tell her. 

MAX 
You could tell her to just do it anyway. 

TONY 
What do you mean 'just do it anyway'? That's against the 
rules! 

MAX 
So? What happens if we don't follow the rules? 

TONY 
I don't know, but I don't think we want to find out. 

MAX 
Why not? Think about it, we've been here for years and no 
one has ever broken a rule. How do we know something bad 
will happen? 

TONY 
They told us it would! 

MAX 
Maybe they don't know what they're talking about. 

Radio voice screeches on, scaring 
both boys. 

RADIO 
Hello, Patrons of Facility 17523. This is President Rodman, 
chiming in to remind you to stay on your best behavior and 
remember, we've got an eye on you! 

Radio plays eerily jolly music and 
dies out. 

TONY 
(to the audience) 

He was just kidding, he didn't actually mean it. Right, Max? 

Max remains quiet. 
Max? 
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MAX 
(to the audience) 

Yeah, I was just joking around. 

CLAIRE 
(offstage) 

Tony! Tony! 

TONY 
Claire? 

Claire comes on stage dragging a 
passed haggard-looking boy, ELI 
(19). 

Claire, what the fuck? 

CLAIRE 
I was walking to the library, and I found him in the 
hallway. 

MAX 
What hallway? 

CLAIRE 
What does it matter what hallway? He's hurt. Help me. 

Tony drags the bean bags forward 
and Claire gently places Eli on 
them. 

Tony, you're studying medicine, can you take a look at him? 

MAX 
It doesn't take an expert to see what's wrong with him 

Max points to a cut on Eli's 
forehead. 

His head's bleeding. 

TONY 
Wow, thanks for the expertise smartass. 

Tony bends down and starts 
examining Eli 

Buddy? Hey, kid! Dammit, he's not waking up. HEY! 

CLAIRE 
We should request a medical examination. 

MAX 
RAD 

Radio whirring sound, blue light. 

RADIO 
State Your Name. 
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MAX 
Max Coleman 

RADIO 
State your age 

MAX 
20 

RADIO 
Patron 2274 confirmed. How may I assist you, Max? 

MAX 
I'd like to make a request. 

RADIO 
Would you like to request: 

A. an object of need 

B. a meeting with a professional 

MAX 
B! 

RADIO 
You have selected B. a meeting with a professional. Would 
you like to meet with 

a. a doctor 

b. a lawyer 

MAX 
A. 

RADIO 
You have selected A. a doctor. Processing request. 

Same noise as earlier. 
Request denied. 

MAX 
What the fuck? 

ELI 
(mumbling, eyes closed) 

It's not gonna work. 

CLAIRE 
Wait, guys, he's waking up. 

(to Eli) 
What was that? 
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ELI 
It won't work. The request won't go through. 

MAX 
How do you know that? 

ELI 
I'm not sure, but I know. 

MAX 
This is bullshit. RAD. 

RADIO 
Yes, Max? 

MAX 
We need a fucking doctor! 

RADIO 
Processing request. 

beeping sounds. 
Request denied. 

MAX 
Why? 

RADIO 
I do not understand the request, please restate. 

MAX 
Why can't you give us a doctor, RAD? 

RADIO 
I do not understand the request. 

MAX 
The fuck do you mean you don't understand the request? 

TONY 
Max stop, you're gonna get in trouble! 

(to the audience) 
HEY! HELP US! GET US A DOCTOR IN HERE! 

ELI 
Who are you talking to? 

TONY 
What do you mean? 

ELI 
I - 
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Eli passes out again before he can 
answer. 

CLAIRE 
Tony, just do something, we're wasting time screaming at 
them. 

TONY 
Claire, can you run and grab the first aid kit? 

CLAIRE 
Yeah. 

Claire runs offstage. 

TONY 
Max, go to the kitchen and grab some ice. 

Max doesn't respond. 
Max? 

MAX 
RAD denied my request. 

TONY 
Yeah, I know. That's why we have to do this ourselves. Now 
go get an ice pack. 

MAX 
You don't get it. RAD denied a request that isn't 
subjective. 

TONY 
What do you mean? 

MAX 
It says in the rulebook. RAD is only supposed to deny 
subjective requests, ones that don't have life or death 
consequences. 

TONY 
So? 

MAX 
So? Requesting a doctor generally implies life or death 
consequences. RAD shouldn't have denied that. 

Eli moans. 

TONY 
Ok, yeah, they shouldn't have. Can we talk about this later? 
This guy is pretty messed up. 
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Claire comes in with a duffel. Max 
sprints off stage suddenly. 

CLAIRE 
Is this the right bag? 

TONY 
Yeah, thanks. Could you go get some ice from the kitchen? 

CLAIRE 
Sure. 

Claire leaves again. 

TONY 
At least someone around here is useful. 

(to Eli) 
Hey, buddy? I'm gonna try to clean the cut on your head. It 
may sting. 

Tony pulls out rubbing alcohol and 
carefully pours a bit into the head 
wound. Eli jolts awake and punches 
wildly 

Woah! Dude! Calm down. 

ELI 
(panting) 

Sorry. 

TONY 
I know it hurts, but that doesn't mean you gotta go around 
punching people. 

ELI 
Sorry, it's a reflex. 

TONY 
Sure it is. Listen, my friend will be back in just a second 
with some ice. How's your head? 

ELI 
Fine. 

TONY 
Really? 

ELI 
Yeah. I mean, no. It stings. 

TONY 
You've got a pretty nasty cut. 



                                                         12. 

                                                             

Eli touches his head and then 
examines his hand which has a 
little blood on it. 

ELI 
Gross. 

Claire re-enters 

CLAIRE 
I've got the ice. Oh good, you're awake! 

Claire hands the ice to Eli, then 
sits next to Tony on the floor. 

ELI 
Thanks. 

Eli takes the ice from Claire and 
closes his eyes again. 

TONY 
Hey Claire, why don't you help me grab some more supplies 
from my desk? 

Claire looks at him in confusion, 
and Tony gestures aggressively for 
her to follow him. They walk away 
from Eli. 

Who is this kid? 

CLAIRE 
You think I know? Like I said, I just found him in the 
hallway. 

TONY 
Do you think he's dangerous? 

CLAIRE 
Why would he be dangerous? 

TONY 
Some random guy just appears in our facility, which hasn't 
ever taken in a new person since we can remember, and you 
      think he could be dangerous? don't                              

CLAIRE 
Hey, don't be so snippy. 

TONY 
I'm sorry. I just - I don't want you to get hurt, ok? 
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CLAIRE 
I appreciate that. But I don't think this kid has the 
capacity to hurt me, especially right now. 

TONY 
The real question is how did he get in here, and what is he 
doing? Do you think      could've sent him to punish us?                     they                                 

CLAIRE 
No, if they sent him it would've been more formal, ya know? 

TONY 
Then how'd he get in here? 

CLAIRE 
Why don't we just ask him? 

TONY 
You can't just ask- 

CLAIRE 
(interrupting) 

So, you wanna tell us how you got in here? 

ELI 
Would you believe me if I told you I didn't know? 

TONY 
No. 

CLAIRE 
Tony, be nice. 

ELI 
Nah, I get it. I'd be defensive too if some weirdo showed up 
in the middle of my... 

CLAIRE 
Home?/ 

TONY 
/School? 

ELI 
Well, whatever it is, I'd be upset if someone showed up in 
the middle of it looking like he just fought somebody. 

TONY 
Did you fight somebody? 

ELI 
I, uh, I don't know. I can't remember. 

TONY 
(suddenly concerned) 
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You can't remember how you got here? 

ELI 
No, I, uh, I can't remember anything. 

CLAIRE 
You have no memories? 

ELI 
I remember my name is Eli, but nothing else. It's all just 
weird fuzzies in my brain. 

TONY 
Weird fuzzies? Maybe you hit your head. 

Tony starts examining Eli's eyes to 
check for a concussion. 

ELI 
I don't think so. It's like my memories are in there, but 
they aren't loading properly. 

CLAIRE 
Weird. 

Max reenters at a run, holding a 
book. 

MAX 
GUYS! I found it. 

TONY 
Found what? 

MAX 
The thing in the rulebook about you know who. 

CLAIRE 
Who? 

MAX 
You know 

Max points at the ceiling and 
whispers in a loud enough voice 
that we can all hear. 

R. A. D. 

RADIO 
State your name. 

Eli jumps when RAD speaks. 

MAX 
Oh, shut up! 
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RADIO 
Name not recognized. 

ELI 
What is that thing? 

MAX 
It's called a Radio Achievement Device. It's supposed to 
assist us by making our lives perfect and enforcing the 
rules, but lately, it's been kind of a bitch. 

TONY 
Max, shut up before you get us all in trouble. Goodbye RAD. 

RADIO 
Goodbye. 

ELI 
So it just listens to you all the time? 

CLAIRE 
Pretty much. 

ELI 
That's terrifying. 

TONY 
Why? They're already watching us, they might as well listen 
too. 

ELI 
Who's they? 

TONY 
You know 

Tony gesture at the audience. 
They. 

ELI 
That gesture did not clarify anything. 

MAX 
How do you not know about them? 

CLAIRE 
He lost his memory. 

ELI 
I feel like I'd remember some random person watching me all 
the time. 

TONY 
Is that not what it's like where you're from? 
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ELI 
I don't think so. 

MAX 
But how? It says right here 

Max opens the book and flips to 
page 1. 

Everyone is being watched and listened to at all times by 
them. 

ELI 
Who is them? What's with all these ambiguous pronouns? 

RADIO 
Hello, Patrons of Facility 17523. This is President Rodman, 
chiming in to remind you to stay on your best behavior and 
remember, we've got an eye on you! 

MAX 
President Rudeman, for one, is the main guy. And I assume 
he's got other people doing the job for him, ya know. He 
probably pays them a lot of money, since they have to watch 
us sit around talking for hours. 

ELI 
That's the creepiest shit I've ever heard. There are people 
just watching your every move. 

CLAIRE 
Yours too, at least now. 

Eli stands up and walks to the edge 
of the stage, staring straight at 
the audience. 

ELI 
Who the fuck are you? 

A pause. 

RADIO 
Attention Patrons of Facility 17523, it is now 11 pm. Lights 
will be turned off shortly. Please prepare. 

TONY 
Shit, I didn't realize it had gotten so late. 

Tony and Claire stand and start to 
get ready for bed. Max is still 
standing there reading 

ELI 
It tells you when to go to bed? 
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MAX 
It tells us when to do everything. Get up, go to sleep, 
study, eat. RAD has our lives planned out for us. 

ELI 
And you just let it? 

TONY 
Well, yeah. 

ELI 
Why? 

TONY 
(looking uncomfortable, glancing at the 
audience every now and then as he talks) 

I mean, it's the law. RAD speaks for the people in charge, 
and they make the rules, so we do what they say. 

ELI 
What happens if you don't? 

TONY 
I, uh, I don't know. 

ELI 
What do you mean you don't know? 

Before Tony can answer, the lights 
flicker off. 

TONY 
We can talk more about this in the morning. 

Everyone goes to their respective 
beds and climbs in except Claire. 
Max, who is on the top bunk of a 
bed with Tony, turns a flashlight 
on under the covers and continues 
reading. Claire, who was busying 
herself with brushing her hair or 
doing some other menial task, 
creeps over to Tony's bed and sits 
on it. Tony sits up. They wave at 
each other slightly awkwardly, 
giggle about it, and hold hands. 
Claire leans in for a kiss, but 
Tony rejects the idea, point out at 
the audience to indicate the 
watching. Claire looks defeated but 
hugs Tony tightly before getting 
into her own bed. 
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Scene 2 _______

The next morning. Tony and Claire 
are asleep, Max is sitting in a 
bean bag chair reading the rulebook 
again. Eli wakes up. 

MAX 
Morning. 

ELI 
Morning. 

MAX 
How's your head? 

ELI 
Better. 

MAX 
Really? Cause you still look like you could puke at a 
moments notice. 

ELI 
I guess I'm just... confused 

MAX 
I bet. You really don't remember anything? 

ELI 
No, at least not anything concrete. I have this... gut 
instinct though. 

MAX 
A gut instinct? 

ELI 
Yeah, like a feeling I guess. I feel like I'm supposed to be 
here... like I've been put in here with a purpose. 

MAX 
(incredulously) 

And you feel this in your gut? 

ELI 
Yes! 

MAX 
Are you sure that's not just hunger? 

ELI 
No! 
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MAX 
I'm sorry! I mean, you claim not to remember anything, who 
am I to expect you remember what hunger is? 

ELI 
(laughing) 

I remember what hunger is you rod-y! 

MAX 
Rody? What's that? 

ELI 
It's like a dumb person. Have you never heard that before? 

MAX 
No. 

ELI 
That's weird. It's a super popular insult. 

MAX 
Well, how do you know that? What if you just made it up and 
you only think it's popular? 

ELI 
Another gut feeling I guess? 

MAX 
Ah yes, the mystical gut of knowledge. WoooOOoo. 

Max imitates a ghost and Eli 
laughs, Max soon joining him. 

ELI 
You have a nice laugh you know. 

Max looks startled. 

MAX 
Me? Uh, thanks. 

ELI 
I didn't mean to embarrass you I just/ 

MAX 
/I'm not embarrassed! It's just shocking that's all. No 
one's ever noticed my laugh before. Or really anything about 
me. 

ELI 
Really? 
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MAX 
I mean, it's just me and the lovebirds in here now that 
everyone else aged out, and they're too busy ogling at each 
other to ever look my way. 

ELI 
They're together? 

MAX 
Not technically. They want to be, but that thing 

(Max points up to RAD) 
won't approve them. 

ELI 
What's that supposed to mean? 

MAX 
Rule number 17:                                                           All relationships between patrons must be 
                 approved by RAD. 

RADIO 
State your name 

MAX 
Ugh. False alarm RAD! 

TONY 
So why won't it approve them? 

MAX 
We don't know. 

ELI 
Could it be a bug? 

MAX 
I don't think so. It's approved every relationship request 
before them. 

ELI 
There have been others? 

MAX 
Yeah, this place used to have 20 of us total, the other kids 
all aged out though. When you get to 21, you graduate. 

ELI 
Where do you go after that? 

MAX 
I'm not entirely sure. We've always assumed to work. We are 
in here learning skills after all. Tony's training to be a 
doctor, Claire is a chef. 
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ELI 
And you? 

Max gets embarrassed suddenly. 

MAX 
Not important. 

ELI 
Oh, come on! Tell me! 

MAX 
Fine. I'm a writer. 

ELI 
Really? 

MAX 
You don't have to act so surprised. 

ELI 
I'm sorry it's just... 

MAX 
Why would the government need a guy whose only skill is that 
he writes stories? 

ELI 
No! That's not what I was thinking at all! 

MAX 
Sure it wasn't. It's ok, I'm also confused. It's kind of 
unimpressive. 

ELI 
I think it's super impressive. 

The two look at each other for a 
long moment. 

MAX 
Anyways, back to the topic at hand, there's no way it - 

Max points up 
could have a bug. It's worked too many times before. I guess 
it just doesn't think Claire and Tony should be together. 

ELI 
That must be tough for them. 

MAX 
I'm sure it is. 

Both sit in silence for a moment. 
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ELI 
What if it's you? 

MAX 
(somewhat shook) 

Huh? 

ELI 
Well, I mean, what if that thing doesn't approve of Tony and 
Claire because of                        you? 

MAX 
I didn't do anything to - 

ELI 
I'm not saying you did anything to it, but what if you're 
supposed to be with one of them? Supposedly, if this thing 
has been created to make your lives perfect than it should 
only approve of perfect matches. What if the reason they 
can't get approved is that they aren't a perfect match? 

MAX 
I don't think I could ever like Claire like that dude. 

ELI 
And Tony? 

MAX 
(shocked) 

What? 

ELI 
What about Tony? 

Max stutters for a response until 
he is interrupted by RAD. As RAD 
speaks, Tony and Claire wake up, 
effectively ending the 
conversation. 

RADIO 
Attention Patrons of Facility 17523, it is time to wake up. 
You have 30 minutes to prepare for breakfast. Today, you 
will be served - 

MAX 
(recovering from his previous fluster) 

a nutrabowl, we know RAD! 

RADIO 
A nutrabowl! 
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MAX 
God, I'm so sick of eating the same thing every single day. 
Could you guys not spice it up just a little bit? 

TONY 
(sitting up in bed) 

Max, why do you always decide to pick a fight with them 
right at wake up? 

MAX 
All I'm saying is that we've been served nutrabowls twice a 
day for the past five years, and I'm sick of them. What 
happened to real food? 

CLAIRE 
Oh, remember when we used to get pancakes on Sundays? Those 
were        .      so good  

MAX 
Exactly! And once a month we had a taco Tuesday! 

TONY 
I used to love that! 

ELI 
Why'd you guys stop getting real food? 

MAX 
Probably because of Sarah. 

Beat of mournful silence. Claire 
gets upset. 

ELI 
Who's that? 

TONY 
No one. 

Tony moves to reassure Claire, but 
she composes herself quickly 
enough. 

So, Eli, I was thinking after breakfast I could give you a 
tour of the facility since you're apparently going to be 
staying here for a while. 

ELI 
Sure, that'd be great. I didn't realize there was more than 
one room here. 

TONY 
There aren't a lot, but there's certainly more than one. 
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MAX 
Though it's hard to tell since they all look like someone 
dragged new furniture into the same exact space. 

CLAIRE 
I guess decorating wasn't high on the list of priorities for 
the creators of this place. 

RADIO 
Attention Patrons of Facility 17523, it is time for 
breakfast. Please proceed to the dining area. 

MAX 
Ughh. Guess that's our cue. Stupid nutrabowls. 

CLAIRE 
Oh come on, they aren't that bad and you know it. 

All Exit. 

Scene 3 _______

Max, Claire, and Tony sit at a 
cafeteria style table eating out of 
bowls. Tony and Claire sit close 
together talking quietly and 
giggling. Max sits as far away as 
possible and stares at his bowl 
intensely and shovels food into his 
mouth. Eli enters with a similar 
bowl and sits next to Max. 

ELI 
For someone who seems to have a vendetta against the food 
here you sure don't have trouble eating it. 

Max looks up, surprised, and 
swallows. 

MAX 
I mean, it is the only option and a boys gotta eat. Even if 
it does taste like sludge. 

Eli takes a bite. 

ELI 
It's not that bad. 

MAX 
Says the man with no memory of what good food tastes like. 

ELI 
Fair point, but you never know. Maybe this is the best thing 
I've ever eaten. 
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MAX 
That is a depressing thought. 

ELI 
I mean, I doubt it, but there's always the possibility. 

MAX 
I guess. But if we had access to real food in here why 
wouldn't you have it out there? 

ELI 
I mean, you were supposedly put in here for a reason. What 
if out there is like a million times worse? What if there is 
no food, not even nutrabowls. 

MAX 
I'd never thought about that. I've just always assumed that 
life couldn't get any worse than it was in here. Do you 
really think it's worse out there? 

ELI 
I don't know. But... 

MAX 
Don't tell me: you have a gut feeling. 

Eli nods. 

ELI 
But my gut could be wrong! 

MAX 
Let's hope it is. I turn 21 in 6 months, and I'd like to 
believe I'm heading somewhere better instead of somewhere 
worse. 

Claire giggles loudly at something 
Tony says, drawing Eli and Max's 
attention their way. Max quickly 
focuses on shoveling down his food 
again. 

ELI 
Are they always so... 

MAX 
Cute? Yep. It used to not be so unbearable, but after Sarah -

Max stops himself. 

ELI 
That's the second time that names come up. Who is Sarah? 

CLAIRE 
Sarah was one of the other girls in our facility. 
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Max and Eli jump, not realizing 
that Claire was paying attention to 
their conversation. 

ELI 
What happened to her? 

CLAIRE 
She had this nut allergy, and we all knew about it. Every 
time food was announced, RAD reminded us. "Remember, do not 
consume nut products around Sarah Fisher." 

MAX 
We used to joke about exactly what types of nuts she was 
allergic to if you know what I mean. 

CLAIRE 
That joke will never cease to disgust me. 

MAX 
Oh, come on. It was funny. 

CLAIRE 
It was crude. I'm surprised you were even allowed to say it. 

MAX 
You know they don't care about what we say as long as we 
stay in line. Crude and vulgar language isn't in the 
rulebook. 

CLAIRE 
You would know. You've read that thing cover to cover. 
Didn't you stay up after lights out last night looking at it 
again? 

MAX 
(panicked) 

No! I - 

ELI 
So what happened to Sarah? 

MAX 
Huh? Oh, yeah. So this one day we are all in the dining area 
eating lunch, and she just suddenly collapses. No one knew 
what had happened and by the time Tony made it back with a 
med sack, she was already gone. Turns out, she'd eaten a 
handful of peanuts. 

ELI 
On purpose? 

TONY 
We don't know. 
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ELI 
I mean, you kind of have to assume though, right? 

TONY 
Assuming is a dangerous game. It's better to just not know. 

MAX 
But yeah, after that happened, all of our food options were 
taken away and replaced with nutrabowls. 

ELI 
What happened to the body? 

CLAIRE 
That's the weirdest part. Moments after she died, RAD 
started blaring at us. It was the loudest noise I've ever 
heard. Then, it started speaking. It just kept saying 
"Patron 5579, please report to Room 7." 

ELI 
What's Room 7? 

CLAIRE 
It's this room at the very back of the facility that is 
usually locked. The only time it ever opens is during 
someone's graduation. We assume it leads outside. 

ELI 
So Sarah got taken to Room 7? 

CLAIRE 
We tried to take her there. Got as far as the door, but it 
wouldn't open with us standing there. So, we had to just... 
leave her. 

ELI 
And the body? 

TONY 
Was gone when we went back a few minutes later. Someone 
must've come in and got her. 

Eli makes a face and grips his 
stomach. 

TONY 
What's wrong? 

ELI 
Nothing. 

TONY 
Are you sure? 
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ELI 
Yeah. 

MAX 
(mockingly but kind) 

Is the magic gut talking to you again? 

ELI 
(same tone) 

Maybe. 

TONY 
The magic what? 

MAX 
Nothing, just a little joke. 

TONY 
Ok... well if you're ready Eli, I can take you on that tour. 

ELI 
Sure, sounds great. 

Tony and Eli exit. Claire and Max 
start cleaning up the bowls left at 
the table. It's awkward. 

CLAIRE 
So, you and Eli seem to be pretty close. 

MAX 
Huh? 

CLAIRE 
He's been here less than 24 hours and you've already got an 
inside joke with him. 

MAX 
Yeah, so what? 

CLAIRE 
Nothing. I'm glad you're being friendly. 

MAX 
Right, because it's so unlike me to be cordial with people. 

CLAIRE 
You know what I mean. 

MAX 
No, I don't. Please elaborate. 

CLAIRE 
You just tend to... push people away. 



                                                         29. 

                                                             

MAX 
When have I ever done that? 

CLAIRE 
You do it with Tony all the time. 

MAX 
No, I don't! 

CLAIRE 
Yes, you do. You're always making fun of him or yelling at 
him or 

MAX 
(yelling) 

I don't yell at him! 

Claire looks at him in shock. 
I don't. 

CLAIRE 
(softly) 

Ok. I'm sorry, I didn't mean to upset you. 

MAX 
No, you're fine. I'm just in a weird mood. 

The two go back to cleaning. 

MAX 
Hey, Tony told me about the relationship request denial. I'm 
really sorry. 

Claire sighs at that. 

CLAIRE 
I just don't know what to do about it anymore. We've both 
asked so many times, and it just keeps getting denied. I 
don't get what we're doing wrong. 

MAX 
I don't think you've done anything wrong. You did exactly 
what you were told. 

CLAIRE 
Exactly! I followed all the rules. 

MAX 
Yeah... 

Max gets up and grabs the rulebook, 
which is on his bed. He opens it. 

CLAIRE 
Why are you so obsessed with reading that thing? 
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MAX 
I don't know, I guess I'm just... looking for something. 

CLAIRE 
And you think it will show up in a book you've read a 
thousand times? 

MAX 
I just feel like I'm missing something. Like here, it says 
"When President Rodman was first elected, he declared that 
in order to maintain the safety and well being of all 
individuals during this time of great conflict, it had 
become necessary to enforce a strict set of rules that all 
individuals must follow." 

CLAIRE 
Right. 

MAX 
What is the conflict? 

CLAIRE 
I don't know, I've never thought about it. 

MAX 
Me neither, but is it not a little weird? Whatever happened 
was bad enough that we got locked in here for protection. 

RADIO 
Hello, Patrons of Facility 17523. This is President Rodman, 
chiming in to remind you to stay on your best behavior and 
remember, we've got an eye on you! 

Radio plays eerily jolly music and 
dies out. 

MAX 
(to the audience) 

Oh my gosh, will you SHUT UP? Jesus, I wasn't even saying 
anything that bad. 

CLAIRE 
Max, stop. 

MAX 
(still to the audience, now screaming) 

What, is it now illegal to think? To wonder how I got to 
where I am? You've given us nothing but an old book and a 
fucking robot parent, and you expect us not to question 
anything? FUCK YOU! 

CLAIRE 
Max, please calm down. 
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Max falls on his knees, sobbing and 
screaming. 

MAX 
FUCK YOU! 

CLAIRE 
I'm gonna go get Tony. 

Claire exits. 

MAX 
FUCK YOU! FUCK YOU! 

Max picks up the book and throws it 
up as though he's trying to knock 
out the speaker for RAD. He then 
goes to look for other stuff to 
throw. 

RADIO 
Threat determined. 

RAD starts making a blaring, alarm-
like noise. Max drops to the ground 
and convulses. As he stills, the 
alarm noise stops. 

RADIO 
Threat eliminated. 

Claire can be heard off stage. 

CLAIRE 
(offstage) 

Come on, quickly, Max is acting weird and - MAX! 

Claire rushes towards Max on the 
ground, Tony and Eli running in 
after her. 

TONY 
Max? 

CLAIRE 
Tony, help. I don't think he's breathing. Tony, help. 

Claire runs to Tony, sobbing, and 
clutches him tightly. Eli runs to 
Max's body, crouching next to him 
and examining him. 

TONY 
What happened? 
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CLAIRE 
I don't know, Max and I were talking and then he just 
started freaking out and then I went to get you - 

TONY 
Shh. It's ok. 

ELI 
Guys? 

Max groans, redirecting Tony and 
Claire's attention to him. Max 
starts to sit up, but Tony stops 
him. 

TONY 
Hey, stay down until I can check your head. 

Tony examines Max similar to the 
way he'd examined Eli earlier. 

You don't seem concussed. 

Max goes to sit up again, and this 
time Tony and Eli both help him. 
Max looks at them both in confusion 

MAX 
What happened? 

CLAIRE 
You passed out. 

MAX 
When? 

CLAIRE 
After you started screaming. 

MAX 
Screaming? What are you talking about? 

CLAIRE 
We were talking and you got really upset with, ya know, 

Claire points up 
and you just went ballistic. 

Max looks at her blankly. 

ELI 
You don't remember, do you? 

MAX 
No, I - No. 
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CLAIRE 
What? How? 

MAX 
I don't know. The last thing I remember was you telling me 
I'm not friendly 

TONY 
Huh? 

CLAIRE 
That is     what I said.         not              

MAX 
I paraphrased. 

CLAIRE 
You completely changed the meaning of the statement. 

Max goes to say something else, but 
Tony interrupts. 

TONY 
Guys, not important right now. Two out of the four of us are 
suffering from memory loss. 

MAX 
And? 

TONY 
Why are you not freaking out? 

MAX 
Well, there's not a whole lot we can do about it. 

TONY 
What? 

MAX 
It's not like we can investigate what's going on. The only 
connection we have to the outside is that 

Max points up. 
And I don't think it's up to answering questions. 

TONY 
Are you ok? 

MAX 
Fine, why? 

TONY 
You just seem so... calm? 
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MAX 
Yeah. 

TONY 
You'd usually be pissed over this. 

CLAIRE 
Tony's right. You lost it earlier because of a warning, and 
now you're completely fine with having your memories taken 
away? 

MAX 
I mean... yeah. 

CLAIRE 
Say more than just yeah, Max, you're freaking me out. 

MAX 
I don't know, I guess I'm just... tired? 

TONY 
Tired? Maybe you have a concussion. 

MAX 
Not that kind of tired. I just can't bring myself to                                                           care 
you know? Whatever happened, it probably happened for a 
reason. 

Max starts to walk away. 

ELI 
Where are you going? 

MAX 
Classroom, it's almost 10 am and - 

RADIO 
Attention Patrons of Facility 17523, class will start in 10 
minutes. Please proceed to the classroom. 

MAX 
That. 

Max exits. The others wait for him 
to leave. 

TONY 
Ok, I'm not crazy right? He's acting weird. 

CLAIRE 
No, you're not. He's definitely acting strange. Do you think 
he's scared of them? 

Claire points out at audience. 
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TONY 
Maybe. But he's never been scared before. Plus, why wouldn't 
he just say that? 

CLAIRE 
You know Max, he's never been one for expressing emotions. 
He thinks no one deserves to know what he's feeling since 
that's 'the only thing he can hide.' 

TONY 
I'm gonna go talk to him. 

CLAIRE 
What? 

TONY 
We're close. He'll at least tell me if he's upset. 

ELI 
I don't think that's such a good idea. 

TONY 
Why not? 

Eli is stuck, not knowing how to 
respond. Claire jumps in to save 
him. 

CLAIRE 
He might not wanna talk about it right now. You shouldn't 
push him. 

TONY 
He's my best friend, it's not pushing if I try to be 
supportive. 

CLAIRE 
Ok. 

Tony runs off after Max. 

CLAIRE 
He's oblivious. 

ELI 
Huh? 

CLAIRE 
You know it took him almost 3 years to realize I liked him? 
Three years of laughing at all his jokes and helping him 
study. 

ELI 
That's rough. 
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CLAIRE 
Well, he figured it out eventually obviously. I'm not sure 
he'll ever figure out about Max though. 

ELI 
What do you mean? 

CLAIRE 
You know. I can tell you know. Otherwise, you wouldn't've 
cared about Tony going to talk to him. 

ELI 
I... yeah. 

CLAIRE 
You like him, don't you? 

ELI 
Uh, no, I- 

CLAIRE 
He likes you too. 

ELI 
Really? 

CLAIRE 
He's happier when he's with you. I know you just got here, 
but trust me. There's a difference. 

ELI 
Oh. Well. That's good I guess. 

CLAIRE 
You should make a move. 

ELI 
No. I can't. 

CLAIRE 
Why not? 

ELI 
It's complicated. 

CLAIRE 
Sure it is. 

ELI 
It is! I need to be focused on why the hell I got put in 
here, not on getting with some boy. 

Max steps back on stage. He 
definitely heard the conversation. 
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MAX 
Hey, class is about to start. You should really get going. 

CLAIRE 
(awkwardly) 

Right. I'll head that way. 

Claire exits. 

ELI 
Max, I can - 

MAX 
Come on. You have to go to class too. At least while you're 
here that is. 

Max turns and leaves. Eli follows. 

Scene 4 _______

Back in the bedroom. Eli walks in 
by himself. He takes a moment to 
look around, making sure he is 
alone, before walking to the edge 
of the stage and addressing the 
audience directly. 

ELI 
This is soldier number 762 reporting from within a facility. 
I have successfully gained the trust of the targets. The 
mission should be completed within the next 24 hours. No 
back up will be necessary. 
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ACT II ______

Scene 1 _______

The next morning. Everyone is in 
their respective beds, sleeping, 
except Eli who is staring at his 
phone. Tony moves like he's waking 
up, so Eli quickly puts the phone 
back in his pocket. Tony sits up, 
noticing Eli is also awake. 

TONY 
Mhm. What time is it? 

ELI 
Not sure. 

Tony looks at a watch next to his 
bed. 

TONY 
Jeez, it's early. Why are you awake? 

ELI 
I never actually went to sleep. 

TONY 
What, was the bed uncomfortable or something? 

ELI 
No, I just. 

Eli pauses for a beat. 

ELI 
I know this is gonna sound crazy, but I need to see that 
room Claire was talking about. 

TONY 
What room? 

ELI 
The one where you were told to take that girl's body. The 
one that's locked all the time. 

TONY 
Room 7? Why? It's just a locked door, there's nothing 
special about it. 

ELI 
I just... I really need to see it. Please. 

TONY 
(growing uneasy now, aware of the eyes and ears on him) 
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Listen, I know Claire made it sound all mysterious, but it 
really is just a random door. 

ELI 
Tony, come on, please. I have a feeling - 

TONY 
No. I promise, no good will come from snooping around. Look 
what happened to Max. 

ELI 
Is there some sort of rule banning you from going near 
there? 

TONY 
No, but there is a rule generally banning suspicious 
activity. Going to "look at" the one locked door in the 
entire facility seems pretty suspicious to me. 

ELI 
Fine, you're right. I'm sorry I asked. 

TONY 
I can show you to the bathroom though. 

ELI 
I already know where that is? 

TONY 
You know where     of the bathrooms is, but there's another                one                                          
one at the very back of the facility that has way better 
water pressure. 

Eli picks up what Tony is putting 
down. 

ELI 
That sounds great, actually. Thanks for showing me. 

The two exit SL. 

Scene 2 _______

Tony comes running back into the 
sleep room. He's panting and 
shaking, definitely shook up. He 
goes to Claire's bed and starts to 
shake her awake. 

TONY 
Claire, Claire! 

CLAIRE 
Mm. What? 



                                                         40. 

                                                             

TONY 
Claire, we opened it. 

CLAIRE 
What? 

TONY 
Room 7. We opened it. 

Claire bolts up. 

CLAIRE 
What? 

TONY 
We gotta go, right now. 

CLAIRE 
Ok, I'll wake up Max. 

TONY 
No. 

CLAIRE 
What do you mean no? 

TONY 
(glancing at the audience) 

I can't explain right now, but Max can't come with us. 

CLAIRE 
You're scaring me, Tony. 

TONY 
I really need you to trust me right now. You trust me, 
right? 

CLAIRE 
Of course I do. 

TONY 
Then come on. 

Tony grabs Claire's hand and they 
exit. 

Scene 3 _______

The stage is completely barren, 
except for a door center stage that 
stands open slightly. Claire, Tony, 
and Eli stand in front of it. Eli 
is confused. 
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CLAIRE 
How did you get this to open? 

TONY 
Eli just turned the knob and it opened. 

CLAIRE 
Room 7 doesn't just open, there has to be some sort of 
reason. 

ELI 
I think there was... I think it was me. 

CLAIRE 
What? 

TONY 
It has to have been. It opened for him no problem! 

CLAIRE 
Why? 

ELI 
I don't quite know. I'm sorry, my brain is just so... foggy. 
My memory is coming back in little bits and pieces though. 

TONY 
Hey, it's fine man. Don't sweat it. 

Beat. 

CLAIRE 
So, have you gone inside? 

TONY 
I did. 

CLAIRE 
And what was in there? 

TONY 
It's a screen, kind of like the ones in the classrooms. But 
the video was... disturbing. 

CLAIRE 
How disturbing can a video be? 

Tony and Eli look at each other, 
expressions of shared discomfort on 
their faces. 

I need to see it. 

ELI 
I'm not sure that's such a - 
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TONY 
Ok. 

ELI 
Dude, what? 

TONY 
You aren't going to be able to stop her, trust me. 

CLAIRE 
Tony's right, you won't. 

TONY 
(to Claire) 

I love you, you know that right? 

CLAIRE 
Of course I do. 

TONY 
Eli, let her through. 

ELI 
I, um. Fine. 

Eli moves away from in front of the 
door, letting Claire get through. 
She takes a deep breath before 
entering the room. 

ELI 
You really think - 

TONY 
Claire is the bravest person I've ever met. 

ELI 
They're really convincing, Tony. You almost - 

TONY 
But I didn't. And neither will she. 

ELI 
Ok. 

Light's change as time passes. Eli 
and Tony wait outside, eventually 
choosing to sit in nervous silence. 
After what seems like forever, 
Claire opens the door. She looks 
shaken. 

CLAIRE 
Holy shit. 



                                                         43. 

                                                             

TONY 
Claire! 

Tony stands, embracing Claire 
tightly. 

CLAIRE 
Holy shit. 

TONY 
I know. 

CLAIRE 
So it's? 

TONY 
Uh huh. 

CLAIRE 
And we're? 

TONY 
Yep. 

CLAIRE 
Fuck. 

ELI 
My sentiments exactly. 

Claire looks at Eli suspiciously 

CLAIRE 
You. How are you here? 

ELI 
What do you mean? 

CLAIRE 
That video. It said that everyone who wasn't in a facility 
perished in the bombing. You don't look perished to me. 

ELI 
I don't know how I got here. I have no memories, remember? 

TONY 
He could've been moved from another facility. 

CLAIRE 
But why? What reason would they have to move him? No one has 
ever been moved before. 

ELI 
There was an attack. 
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TONY 
Huh? 

ELI 
On the facility I was in. Someone found it who shouldn't 
have. I was one of the only ones to make it out I think. 

CLAIRE 
I thought you said you didn't remember anything. 

ELI 
I didn't. Or, nothing that made sense at least. But I 
remember being chased, being afraid. They warned of a 
resistance that cropped up in the wake of the bombings. 
Maybe it was them that found us? 

TONY 
It's possible 

CLAIRE 
If they found one facility... 

MAX 
(offstage, far away) 

Guys? Where are you? 

TONY 
Shit. 

CLAIRE 
What? It's just Max. 

ELI 
That's what we're worried about. 

MAX 
(offstage, closer) 

Guys? 

CLAIRE 
I don't get it. 

TONY 
When I talked to him the other day, he sounded 

CLAIRE 
Off? 

TONY 
He sounded like Sarah. 

Max enters 

MAX 
There you are. Did you guys not hear me calling? 
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TONY 
No, that's weird. 

MAX 
Yeah, it is. 

Max notices the open door. 
Holy shit. 

TONY 
Yeah. 

MAX 
How'd you get it open? 

TONY 
Eli actually opened it. 

MAX 
Really? 

ELI 
Yeah, I had a feeling. 

MAX 
The magic gut strikes again. Have you been inside? 

Claire goes to answer, but Tony 
cuts her off. 

TONY 
No, we haven't. 

MAX 
Why not? 

Max looks inside. 
It's just a room, and it's the same room people go in for 
graduation. There's probably an exit through here. 

ELI 
I don't think there is. 

MAX 
Why not? 

Tony glares at Eli. 

ELI 
Uh, doesn't that seem a little too simple? 

MAX 
No. It seems like the obvious answer that we should 
definitely take. 

Max goes to enter the room. 
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ELI 
Wait! 

MAX 
What, Eli? 

ELI 
Please, just - 

Eli glances hesitantly at Tony and 
Claire. 

Can I talk to you? Alone. 

Tony and Claire get the hint and 
exit. 

MAX 
What? 

ELI 
I, um, give me a minute. 

Eli starts pacing. 

MAX 
Look, if this is about what you said to Tony, it's fine. I 
get it. But now's not the time to - 

ELI 
No, it's not that. I don't know how to explain without you 
getting mad at me. 

MAX 
Explain? What do you need to explain? 

ELI 
And I      to explain because if I don't you'll die, but if       have                                                  
I do 

MAX 
Whoa whoa whoa. 

Max grabs Eli and stops his pacing. 
What do you mean I'll die? 

ELI 
I'm a bad person Max. Or, I'm at least fighting for the bad 
guys. I didn't realize that before. I thought I was doing 
the right thing but, but                                fuck. 

MAX 
You aren't making any sense. 

ELI 
I know. I just 
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Eli glances at the audience, 
knowing they're being watched. 

MAX 
(noticing Eli's glance) 

Oh, fuck them. The worst thing they'll do is zap our 
memories, and we've both lived through that. 

ELI 
I haven't though. 

MAX 
Huh? 

ELI 
I didn't lose my memories. I just said I did so you wouldn't 
question me. 

MAX 
What? 

ELI 
I came in here with a very specific goal, but I can't do it 
anymore. You all made me realize that. Tony and Claire 
making it out, and then      I realized I've been wrong.                         you.                             

MAX 
Wrong about what? 

ELI 
They were supposed to be controlling you. You weren't 
supposed to have free will. 

MAX 
Why wouldn't I have free will? I'm not a robot. 

ELI 
You're supposed to be! 

MAX 
You are making absolutely no sense! 

Eli pauses, collecting himself. 

ELI 
I need you to go in there and watch the video. And then I 
need you to come right back out here and I can explain. 
Promise me. 

MAX 
Ok? 

Max goes to walk inside. 
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ELI 
Wait. At the end, the video gives you instructions to 
follow. Don't follow them. Promise me you'll come back out. 
Please. 

MAX 
Ok, I promise. 

Eli looks at Max for a moment 
before leaning in and kissing him. 
He then shoves him into Room 7 and 
lets the door close. As soon as 
this happens, an alarm similar to 
the one from earlier starts 
blaring. Tony and Claire run on 
stage in a panic. 

CLAIRE 
What happened? 

TONY 
Where's Max? 

ELI 
Max is in there. I don't know why the alarm is going off. 

TONY 
You let Max go in? I thought we agreed - 

ELI 
He has just as much of a right to know as you do. 

TONY 
Not if he's going to choose to - 

ELI 
He's not. He promised. 

TONY 
What does it matter what he promised to you? You barely know 
him! 

CLAIRE 
Tony! Stop. 

TONY 
No! Max won't make it out by himself, we have to go in and 
get him. 

Tony tries to open the door, but it 
is locked. The alarm blares louder. 
Tony turns to Eli angrily. 

You just fucking killed my best friend! 
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Tony lunges at Eli, but Eli 
expertly sidesteps him and then 
detains him. 

TONY 
How'd you do that? 

ELI 
Sorry, reflex. 

TONY 
How'd you do that? 

ELI 
Doesn't matter. 

TONY 
Yes it does, that was insane. 

CLAIRE 
Guys. 

The door opens, and Max steps out. 

TONY AND ELI 
Max! 

TONY 
You're ok. 

ELI 
Hi. 

MAX 
Hi. 

ELI 
Are you mad? 

MAX 
Why is the alarm going off? 

ELI 
We're not sure. It started right after you went inside. 

TONY 
I thought it meant - the only other time it happened was 
when Sarah died. 

MAX 
And you thought? 

TONY 
I, yeah. 
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MAX 
You watched the video, didn't you? 

CLAIRE 
We all did. 

MAX 
Why didn't you want to show me? Did you think I couldn't 
handle it or something? 

TONY 
  almost couldn't handle it. And you just seem so off I                                                     
lately, I wanted to protect you. 

MAX 
I don't need your protection, Tony. I'm not some weakling. 

TONY 
You're right, I'm sorry. 

MAX 
You don't believe me. 

TONY 
That's not true. 

MAX 
I can tell. I see it in your eyes. 

TONY 
Look, Can we talk about this       we turn the alarm off?                              after                        

CLAIRE 
We don't know how. 

MAX 
Did you ask RAD? 

RADIO 
State Your Name 

MAX 
Turn off the Alarm 

TONY 
You didn't state your name. 

MAX 
Oh shut up. 

RADIO 
Checking. 

Whirring Noise. 
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Alarm triggered by action at 6:15 am by Patron 2274 and 
Patron not found. To disengage alarm, State Your Name. 

MAX 
Well, that explains that. 

CLAIRE 
6:15 am... that was when you two were talking alone. What 
could you have done to set off an alarm? 

Eli and Max look embarrassed. 

RADIO 
State your Name. 

TONY 
Do what it says, Max. 

MAX 
Or what? 

TONY 
Now is not the time to play that game, Max. 

MAX 
It's not a game, it's a genuine question. What will happen 
if I don't state my name? 

RADIO 
To disengage the alarm, state your name. If alarm is not 
disengaged in 30 seconds, security protocol will be enacted. 

TONY 
That, apparently. 

ELI 
Max, do it. 

MAX 
Why? You saw that video, there's no one out there to enact 
security protocol. It's an empty threat. 

ELI 
That's not entirely true. Please just do it. 

RADIO 
To disengage the alarm, state your name. If alarm is not 
disengaged in 25 seconds, security protocol will be enacted. 

MAX 
Max Coleman. 

RADIO 
Patron 2274 identified. Please identify Patron not found. 

Max looks at Eli skeptically. 
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ELI 
Eli Raglan. 

Whirring sound. 

RADIO 
Eli Raglan: 21-year-old male. Birth date 01/12/2273. Height: 
5'10. Weight: 150 lbs. Sexual Orientation: Gay. Status: 
Exiled. 

ELI 
How do you know all that? 

TONY 
What does it mean by Exiled? 

RADIO 
Facial Recognition scan beginning. 

A single light scans down Eli's 
body. Eli flinches and tries to 
jump away, but the light follows. 

Scan complete. Unauthorized patron. Security protocol 
initiated. 

ELI 
Fuck. We need to go. 

CLAIRE 
Where? 

ELI 
Is there any place you can't be seen? 

MAX 
No, that's kind of the point. 

CLAIRE 
The closest. 

MAX 
What? 

TONY 
There are no cameras in there. 

Claire and Tony now look 
embarrassed. 

MAX 
How do you know - oh,       guys!                       gross       

ELI 
Come on, we need to get there quickly. 
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The four exit as the alarm blares 
louder and the lights shut off. A 
single emergency light turns on. 

RADIO 
Security protocol initiated. Help is on the way. Please 
remain calm. Security protocol initiated. Help is on the 
way. Please remain calm. 

Scene 4 _______

Max, Claire, Tony, and Eli sit 
tightly together in a box of light 
on the floor in the center of the 
stage. 

ELI 
And you're sure there are no cameras in here? 

CLAIRE 
Pretty sure. Either that or no one cares that Tony and I 
have broken the rules about 20 times. 

MAX 
That's disgusting. 

TONY 
Oh, fuck off Max. You try being unable to be with the person 
you love. 

A beat. Everyone but Tony realizes 
the implications. 

MAX 
(dryly, but also in pain) 

You're right. That must suck. 

CLAIRE 
Max, I - 

MAX 
So you crammed us all into this closet, will you tell us 
what's going on now? 

ELI 
Triggering the Security Protocol sent an alert back to the 
base. 

MAX 
The empty base? 

ELI 
It's not empty. 
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CLAIRE 
But the video said everyone outside died. 

ELI 
They lied. 

TONY 
What? 

ELI 
They lied to you. Not everyone outside died, just the people 
on your side. 

CLAIRE 
How do you know that? 

TONY 
Are your memories coming back? 

ELI 
My memories were never gone. 

TONY AND CLAIRE 
What? 

MAX 
Earlier, when we were alone, you told me I needed to watch 
the video and then you'd explain. 

ELI 
Right. 

MAX 
So explain. 

ELI 
Have you guys ever wondered about why you're in here? 

MAX 
The rulebook said it was for our safety during the "great 
conflict." 

ELI 
That's half true. There was a conflict, but you weren't 
being kept safe from it. You're being trained to fight in 
it. 

TONY 
Trained how? We don't have any fighting abilities. 

ELI 
You don't have to. There were plenty of people who were 
desperate for money or a place to live that would willingly 
physically fight, even untrained. But those people weren't 
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dependable. What the government needed was blind faith and 
loyalty. So, they made the facilities. These places were 
marketed to citizens as the most exclusive education 
opportunity in the nation. Any child placed in a facility 
would come out a model citizen with the highest level of 
education anywhere in the world. 

TONY 
And that's what they've done, isn't it? We've been educated 
since birth in the field we were deemed most suitable for. 

ELI 
You have been, but you've also been taught to follow the 
rules no matter what. 

Beat. 

CLAIRE 
That's not true. 

MAX 
It is. 

CLAIRE 
No, we've broken rules. Tony and I - 

MAX 
Making out in a closet where you can't be seen is not 
breaking the rule, it's working around it. The rule is you 
can't have visible displays of affection with an unapproved 
partner. You two weren't visible. 

CLAIRE 
Well still, we found a loophole. 

ELI 
Because you weren't willing to outright disobey. 

MAX 
He's right. We've never broken a single rule. 

CLAIRE 
Ok, no, but why would we? 

MAX 
Exactly. Why would we break the rules when we don't know 
what would happen if we did? It's easier to obey, isn't it? 
It's easier to blindly follow out of fear than try for once 
in our lives to think for ourselves, to do what    want to                                                 we         
do. 

TONY 
So what? It's ok to be afraid. It's ok to be obedient. Hell, 
our parents put us in here exactly so we'd learn to do that! 
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MAX 
But we aren't just obedient, we are brainless. We have a 
complete lack of free will. We've been stuck in this stupid 
box for       listening to everything we are told to do,         years                                            
trying to do everything correctly. We never had any proof 
that consequences even existed, yet we still did everything 
we were told no matter how stupid. 

TONY 
Of course, we did. What other options did we have? 

MAX 
I don't know! We could've fought back or said no or 
something! 

CLAIRE 
There was no one    fight!                  to        

MAX 
Exactly! We literally followed rules backed by nothing! For 
years, we've woken up when told, eaten when told, we even 
use the bathroom on a schedule! All because we think we 
might get in trouble. And how are we repaid for our years of 
service? By having a low rez video tell us that the mission 
we were set up for has failed, and we should self-
exterminate. 

A beat. 
It's absolute fucking bullshit and we just kept going along 
with it. So, why stop now? 

Max starts to walk to the door. Eli 
holds him back. 

ELI 
You're right. It's bullshit. But you don't have to keep 
listening to it. 

MAX 
What do you mean? 

ELI 
All of you were presented with the option to self-
exterminate at the end of the video, and none of you chose 
to do it. That has never happened before. 

TONY 
How do you know? 

ELI 
Because I've seen it. 

CLAIRE 
What? 
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ELI 
I've seen over 30 facilities from a base station, and 
watched hundreds of people walk into that room. No one has 
ever come back out. 

Tony, Claire, and Max look at Eli 
in shock. 

MAX 
When you were being scanned, it said you were an exile... 
and you told me you had a mission that you were sent to do. 

ELI 
Like I said, the video didn't lie about everything. There 
was a great conflict, but it wasn't with any foreign power. 
It was internal. 

TONY 
The revolution. 

ELI 
Exactly. People were becoming extremely dissatisfied with 
the way President Rodman ran things. He was paranoid, 
constantly raising taxes to fund an increasingly large 
military out of fear that someone would attack us. But the 
paranoia got the better of him, to the point that he started 
enacting stricter and stricter rules on his own citizens so 
that we wouldn't step out of line. 

CLAIRE 
Why was he so paranoid? 

ELI 
He wanted the ability to completely control every situation, 
but people don't tend to work like that. 

MAX 
Because of free will. 

ELI 
When he introduced the facilities, he tried to make it seem 
like it was to protect our nation, but really it was to 
imprison us so he could make sure we didn't misbehave. His 
plan was to start with children since they're easier to 
train. He forcibly rounded up as many kids as he could find, 
ripping them away from their families to train them to be 
his little soldiers. That was the last straw for most 
people. 

TONY 
How were you not put in a facility then? You're the same age 
as us. 
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ELI 
When they did the round up, they started at local schools. I 
just happened to be home sick that day. My mother had me 
hide in the crawl space in between our walls when they came 
looking, told them I was supposed to be at school and she 
didn't know where I was. 

CLAIRE 
And it worked? 

ELI 
For me. My brother, on the other hand, was taken. I remember 
seeing my mom's reaction. She looked like he had just died. 
Losing him drove her to join the rebels. 

TONY 
But if the revolution was started over us being put in here, 
why would they be trying to kill us? 

ELI 
The whole movement took a long time to get off the ground. 
Rodman used some of the same surveillance tactics out there 
that he was testing in here. In any public space, you could 
expect to be watched. So people had to work slowly at first. 
It wasn't until maybe seven or eight years ago that any real 
fighting began. We thought we had a good chance. More people 
disliked Rodman than liked him, and his soldiers were easily 
persuaded to switch sides. Then suddenly, about five years 
ago, Rodman's forces suddenly got a lot stronger and a lot 
less willing to compromise. 

MAX 
Five years ago... that's when Sophie and Sam graduated. 

ELI 
And about 500 other kids from facilities around the world 
who knew nothing other than what Rodman told them. 

CLAIRE 
Oh god. 

ELI 
Once our leaders figured out where Rodman's forces were 
coming from, they decided everyone in every facility was a 
threat. Even after Rodman was killed, they didn't want to 
take any chances. So, they made that video and dispatched it 
to every facility. 

Tony pulls Claire away from Eli and 
towards him. He tries to do the 
same with Max, but Max shakes him 
off. 

CLAIRE 
Max - 



                                                         59. 

                                                             

ELI 
You don't need to be afraid, I'm not going to hurt you. 

TONY 
Excuse me if I don't believe that. 

CLAIRE 
You just said you were sent here to kill us. 

MAX 
That's not what he said. 

TONY 
Oh, you're right, I'm sorry. You just work for the people 
who are trying to kill us and happened to show up here. My 
mistake. 

ELI 
I wasn't sent here specifically. The locations of all the 
facilities are top secret. I was just sent on a scouting 
mission with the instructions that if I saw someone who was 
from a facility, I needed to eliminate them. I wasn't 
expected to actually      one.                      find      

TONY 
Oh, well lucky you then. Listen, I don't see any reason to 
trust you at this exact moment. You're the reason we're 
hiding in this closet where no one can see us and you came 
with instructions to kill. 

ELI 
Listen, I know it's hard to believe, but I really need you 
to trust me on this one. 

TONY 
No/ 

CLAIREE 
/Absolutely Not/ 

MAX 
/Ok. 

Tony and Claire look at Max in 
shock. 

MAX 
Well, he hasn't killed us yet. What have we got to lose? 

CLAIRE 
Our lives, Max. 

MAX 
Well, those apparently aren't all that precious. 
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CLAIRE 
What? 

ELI 
I think they are. 

CLAIRE 
Thank you! Wait, what? 

ELI 
For the past five years, I've been told that killing you, or 
people like you, was doing you a service. That your minds 
were infected with propaganda and you all a hopeless case, a 
threat to yourselves and others. 

MAX 
Right, how does that make our live precious again? 

ELI 
Because you've proven that that's not true. Even when in a 
system that tells you in no uncertain terms that you must 
follow the rules, that you must obey, you didn't listen. 

TONY 
I don't wanna fight you on this point that's keeping us 
alive, but how did we not listen? 

ELI 
Like I said early, you didn't self-exterminate. Anyone who 
was actually as obedient as we were told would've taken that 
out. 

TONY 
So us choosing not to die which is why you won't kill us? 

ELI 
More than that, it showed me that I was wrong. That the 
people I was fighting for were wrong. 

CLAIRE 
Great, glad you figured that out. Now can you please explain 
why we have to hide where no one is able to see us not 
following the rules? 

ELI 
Tripping the security protocol revealed our location. People 
from my side are coming. They know now that I've gone 
against my mission, and they will kill all of us if they get 
here in time. 

CLAIRE 
But wouldn't it be better for them to see us not following 
rules out there? Then they'd know that they don't need to 
kill us. 
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ELI 
I'm not sure they'll care. 

TONY 
Why not? 

ELI 
The way you've been described, I don't think watching you 
break a couple of rules will be enough to influence the 
others. Especially when they have clear instructions to 
kill. 

MAX 
But it worked on you. 

ELI 
(suddenly embarrassed) 

I had, um, some other factors at play that helped me change 
my mind. 

Max is shocked, but happy. He grabs 
Eli's hand. 

TONY 
Like what? 

Claire groans. 

CLAIRE 
Oblivious. You are oblivious! 

TONY 
What? 

Claire shakes her in disapproval 
before turning her attention back 
to Eli and Max. 

CLAIRE 
Wait, so these people are coming and they're going to kill 
us whether or not we can prove to them that we                                                       aren't 
brainless war zombies? 

ELI 
Essentially, yeah. 

MAX 
Fucking hypocrites. 

TONY 
So what do we do? 

ELI 
That robot thing you have, it controls the entire facility? 



                                                         62. 

                                                             

MAX 
That's what the rulebook says. 

ELI 
Then we need to get it to help us find an exit. 

TONY 
And how do we do that? 

ELI 
Maybe we can break the program somehow? Or - 

MAX 
RAD! 

CLAIRE 
Max, what are you doing? 

MAX 
Trying something. 

Radio whirring sound, blue light. 

RADIO 
State Your Name. 

MAX 
Max Coleman 

RADIO 
State your age 

MAX 
21 

RADIO 
Patron 2274 confirmed. How may I assist you, Max? 

MAX 
I'd like to make a request. 

RADIO 
Would you like to request: 

A. an object of need 

B. a meeting with a professional 

C. an approval 

D. other 

MAX 
D. 
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RADIO 
You have selected D. other. What would you like to request? 

MAX 
Open the door and let us out. 

TONY 
That's never going to work, Max. 

RADIO 
Processing request. 

Whirring sound, followed by ding. 
Request Granted. Door opening. 

TONY 
That's it? 

An actual door in the theatre 
opens, letting light in. 

MAX 
The exit was here the whole time. We just were too obedient 
to ask for it. 

TONY 
You're. You're kidding. 

CLAIRE 
We've been in here all this time, and all we had to do was 
    to leave? ask           

MAX 
It appears so. 

ELI 
Holy shit. 

MAX 
I told you we were followers. 

TONY 
No, that's not fair! How were we supposed to know that there 
were other options, huh? Asking to get out never seemed like 
an option! 

MAX 
No, but that's the problem, isn't it? 

TONY 
No, it's not. The problem is that we were literally given 
only one choice and then judged and        by some stranger                                     killed                  
for not picking a different one. 
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ELI 
Hey, that doesn't matter right now! So what if some stranger 
thinks you are followers? What matters is getting out before 
that stranger comes in here and kills us all. 

MAX 
You're right. We should go while we still have the chance. 

ELI 
Thank you. 

Eli heads to the door but pauses. 
He hesitates. 

Before we leave, I have to warn you. We are about to break 
every single possible rule set up by both sides. 

MAX 
That sounds wonderful. 

ELI 
I'm sure it does, but I need you to be aware that this time 
there will be actual consequences. 

MAX 
They can't be worse than this. 

ELI 
Actually, they can. In here you might've had no free will, 
but at least you were safe. Out there, you will have to 
fight for your lives at every possible moment. By choosing 
to leave, you are subjecting yourselves to a life on the 
run. Until we can convince people that you aren't a threat 
just because you were in a facility, everyone we encounter 
will want us all dead. 

TONY 
(suspicious) 

It kind of sounds like you're telling us it's better to stay 
in here and die. 

ELI 
That's not at all what I'm saying. I just want you to be 
prepared for what's to come. I'm honestly not entirely sure 
I'm ready for it. 

Max grabs Eli's hand again. 

MAX 
It's worth it, right guys? 

Tony nods. Max starts to head 
towards the door, followed by Tony 
and Eli. Claire doesn't move. 
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CLAIRE 
I can't do it. 

TONY 
What? 

CLAIRE 
I can't. 

TONY 
Claire, what are you talking about? 

CLAIRE 
Eli's right, we aren't safe out there. I may hate it here, 
but at least I know what here is. Here is safe. 

MAX 
No, it's not. Someone is coming in here to kill us, 
remember. 

CLAIRE 
But what if we can convince them not to? 

TONY 
What do you mean? 

CLAIRE 
What if, what if we just let them lock us back in. They can 
shut the door forever and then they wouldn't have to worry 
about us. 

ELI 
I'm not sure they'd be willing to - 

CLAIRE 
Why not? They'd be able to continue watching us. If we acted 
out, they could punish us. 

MAX 
You would rather be controlled than free? 

CLAIRE 
I'd rather be safe than dead. 

MAX 
If you stay here, you could still die. 

CLAIRE 
Well then at least then I'll die comfortably! Not while 
running away from someone who is bound to catch me 
eventually. 

TONY 
Claire, please, that's not the right way to look at this. 
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CLAIRE 
Then what is? The way I see it, we either die here or we die 
out there. I prefer in here. 

ELI 
There is a chance of survival. I know this area better than 
anyone else, I can get us to somewhere they can't find us. 

CLAIRE 
Where? You said there were camera's in all public spaces out 
there. They're always going to be able to watch us, to 
listen to us. We are never going to be able to hide 

TONY 
She has a point. 

ELI 
There are dead zones. This facility is in the middle of 
nowhere, there isn't a camera for miles. 

CLAIRE 
Are you're sure? 

Eli pauses. 

MAX 
Eli? 

ELI 
I'm not positive. 

The three react negatively. 
There is a small chance that someone could watch us out 
there, but wouldn't you rather a small chance to the 
definite reality of it in here? People are looking at us 
right now. If we leave, they may not be able to. 

CLAIRE 
That's assuming we even make it out the door. What if there 
are people already here, and they opened the door for us so 
they can kill us as we try to leave. 

MAX 
I'll go first. 

CLAIRE 
What? 

MAX 
I'll walk out and prove that nothing bad is gonna happen. 

TONY 
Max... 
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MAX 
If someone wants to kill you, they wanna kill me too. 

ELI 
No, Max, I can go first. 

MAX 
She's not gonna leave until she's sure it's safe. I'll prove 
it. I'll protect you 

Max stands up to exit. 

TONY 
Max, please don't. This is insane. 

MAX 
No, it's not. 

TONY 
Are you doing this to prove you don't need protecting? 

MAX 
No, I'm doing this because no one told me I have to. 

CLAIRE 
Max, please. 

MAX 
I promise, nothing bad will happen. And if it does, you have 
Tony. 

Max starts to walk to the door, but 
stops and turns around. He grabs 
Claire and Tony and hugs them 
tightly. He then lets go and turns 
to Eli. He kisses him passionately, 
similarly to earlier. Tony stars in 
shock. 

MAX 
See you on the other side? 

ELI 
You bet. 

Max heads back to the door. Claire 
clings to Tony. Max takes a deep 
breath and steps outside. 
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