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Swing	Left’s	initial	mission	of	turning		the	House	of	Representatives	blue	in	2018.	Swing	Left	teamed	up	with	Crooked	Media	to	
launch	the	Unify	or	Die	fund,	which	will	go	to	the	future	Democratic	Presidential	and	Senate	nominees.	 

 
Flip the Senate. Defend the House. Fight for Fair Maps. Take back the Presidency.  
 
These are the four goals that make up Swing Left’s 2020 strategy, discussed at the San Francisco 
June General Meeting. Founded in the wake of Donald Trump’s election in 2016, Swing Left 
was started with the singular mission of winning a Democratic majority in the House of 
Representatives in the 2018 midterm elections as a way of putting a “check” on Trump and the 
GOP. The Democratic grassroots organization helped flip the House blue in 2018 by mobilizing 
a grassroots network of donors and volunteers in target swing districts across the nation. 
 
Like 2016, the key fights of 2020 will largely be fought in a few swing states. However, many 
people who live in solidly blue states don’t know how they can help Democrats win key 
elections and flip or defend competitive congressional districts. The founders of Swing Left 
started the group to help connect people to opportunities to take meaningful action, no matter 
where they live.  
 
Swing Left focuses on two key tactics: raising early money for candidates and engaging voter 
turnout. Voting and fundraising campaigns can help win elections and be done from wherever a 



person lives, so that Democrats across the nation can mobilize for 2020 even if they don’t live in 
a swing state or district, where some of the most important races occur. Swing Left connects 
people to local campaigns where they can make the most impact – Democrats in California, for 
example, can participate in voter registration campaigns in far-away places like Ohio and North 
Carolina.  
 
Defend the House  
 
In the 2018 elections, Swing Left’s strategy was to mobilize people’s volunteer and fundraising 
efforts toward their closest swing district. Knowing that this was a critical time for Democrats to 
take back the House, the group raised $11 million for Democratic candidates, made 2.5 million 
phone calls to voters, knocked on 5 million doors in swing districts across the nation, and 
organized a mass volunteer movement called The Last Weekend on the final weekend before the 
midterm elections. Their efforts paid off: Democrats needed to flip 23 seats to take back the 
House, and ended up gaining 40.  
 
Flip the Senate and Take back the Presidency  
 
For 2020, Swing Left is once again focusing on mobilizing in the key swing states that will likely 
serve as the primary battleground for the presidential race. After taking back the House in 2018, 
it now has its eyes set on defending it in 2020, as well as flipping the Senate and taking back the 
Presidency. Like in 2018, Swing Left’s 2020 strategy prioritizes voter registration campaigns and 
raising early money for the future Democratic Presidential nominee and the future Senate 
nominees in swing states. Democrats need four Republican seats (while retaining current 
Democratic seats) to flip the Senate in 2020.  
 
Fight for Fair Maps 
 
The Presidency and Senate aren’t the only things Swing Left plans to take back: the group also 
has its eyes set on the State House races. Guest Speaker Theresa Kolish, an “international tax 
attorney by day, activist by night,” spoke about the importance of state legislative elections at the 
Swing Left SF General Meeting, held at the Park Branch Library on Wednesday, June 12th. 
 
Kolish points out that while people tend to watch federal elections more closely, organizations 
like Swing Left strive to help people “make the connection that everything that happens at a local 
governmental level affects them.” She explains that in critical state-level elections, a couple 
million dollars can “completely tilt the scales.” 
 
“These races for the state legislatures are not expensive, so you can get a lot of bang for your 
buck.”  
 
The 2020 state elections are particularly important because redistricting will happen in 2021, and 
state legislatures are in charge of drawing congressional districts in most states. The district maps 
can largely influence who gets to control the U.S. House for the next 10 years. Swing Left 
believes that winning state-level races will be key to fighting for fair maps and combating voter 
suppression techniques that dilute blue power – namely, gerrymandering.  
 
 



 
In essence, gerrymandering is to 
“manipulate electoral boundaries to favor 
certain parties.” “It’s not a new or novel 
concept,” Kolish explains, “we’ve been 
doing this for a long time.” What’s different 
now, according to Kolish, is the extreme 
partisanship that characterizes current 
politics. Kolish believes that 
gerrymandering is just one technique in “a 
whole laundry list” of voter suppression 
tactics that have been becoming more 
prevalent in recent elections. Winning 
Democratic majorities in state legislatures 
will be key to preventing “another decade 
of Republican gerrymandering.” 
 
“Gerrymandering is voting rights issue,” 
Kolish says, “it’s really just a form of voter 
suppression.”  
 
For Swing Left, then, taking back the 
House and Senate is about more than 
defeating Trump and the GOP in 2020; it’s 

about helping set up the country for “a decade of progressive wins.”  
 
 
 
 

Theresa	Kolish	explains	how	gerrymandering	is	a	voter	suppression	
technique	at	the	Swing	Left	SF	June	General	Meeting.	 


