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Just One (Book) Thing, and its sister column, Just One (Chapbook) Thing, are o of
he new columns we're sharing each month here at Read Write Poem, The Idea of
he colurmng is 1o shara books and chapbooks with our paricipants in a fresh way,
Rathar than doing a book réview or a lang-farm interdew, Dwill raad 3 poetry
collection every month, and Mathan Moore will read a chapbook collection every
maonth. Then we'll agk @ach author one single question — the one thing we raally
want to know, and shara with you, after experiencing @ach work.

‘We hope you find the Just One Thing columns 1o be enterdaining and informative,
And we hope the SUthors’ FespOnSes 1o our QUesHOnS Make you Want to pick up
heir collections and find aut more about their work.

For the inaugural Just One (Book) Thing interview, | chose to intendew Stacey Lynn
Brown, author of the debut collection Cracke Song (CER Press, 2009). The book is
ambitious, a collection of 41 linkad poams that 1all the story of & young, Southem
white girl raised by an African-American nursemaid and caregiver. All the poems are
written In persona, using the voices of the young givl, the nursemaid and the girl's
maother. Through these voices, Brown reveals the undercurrent of race, class and
gender that has shaped these three women's lives.

The use of persona In the book is remarkable because each character is distinet,
frorn the tough-talking Gaither (ihe nursemald) to the quisty rebellious mother,
Browm captures the cadences and emotions of each character, without drifling into
sentimentality or stereotype. Instead, the reader feels drawn Into these characters'
worlds, watching as their relationships shif, evolve and strain as they age.

Considering her use of persona for a full-length book, | chose to ask the author
about the strengths and limitations of the characler's perspective, in confrast to the
auloblographical *1." Below Is my question and her response.

What do you feel you can accanplish by wiiting in personda that you cannot
accomplish by writing in an autobiogr aphical voice?

Ag with ary construct in poetry, there are limitations and possibilities
inherent in both persona and the autobiographical *1" but | don’
actually see them as being mutually exclusive, Each one relles upon
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