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Moments of Significance is a beautiful collage of memories, poems and lyrical emotion 

By Aimee Miller

There is no better candidate for the 
‘It Gets Better’ campaign than 
spoken word artist and rapper 

Shauna O’Briain, otherwise known as 
MC Angel. Her new memoir Moments 
of Significance composes her memories 
of  growing up a white, working-class, 
queer woman in what I can only call a 
literary collage of  memories, poems and 
reflective philosophy.

An infamous emcee and youth club 
worker, O’Briain was signed on last July 
by start-up company OWN IT!, a story-
telling life brand. The memoir will hit 
the shelves March 29. Already gaining 
recognition from the publishing world, 
she is expected to be an instant success in 
the queer hip-hop community. 

O’Briain collects her accounts in a 
beautiful non-linear form that differs 
from regular memoirs, starting with the 
shocking death of  her mother before 
jumping back to her life growing up 
on a dull Camden estate being bullied 
for being a lesbian. We flick between 
chapters’ titled Love and Gay unravelling 
her relationships with the women in 
her life, all the while being a voyeur on 
her search to piece together her identity 
through hip-hop, poetry and Buddhism. 

What adds character to the memoir is 
that it is written as O’Briain would speak. 
You get lost in the Camden slang mixed 
in amongst her poetic way of  writing. At 
times I felt as if  O’Briain was there in the 
room, chatting about the time she had 
“earth-shattering orgasms” with the one 
she thought was The One, or partying 
with 14-year-old O’Briain at Camden 
Bridge taking speed at a squat party. 
Often I found myself  on Google looking 
up the many different ways to say weed. 
She constantly makes the reader feel 
involved in her surroundings. If  she was 
“vibing” in her second successful event 
where 500 women were “bouncing to 
the baseline” and collectively being part 
of  a “melting pot of  ethnicity… creating 
equality through the love of  music” then 
so were you. 

Poetry is used to interlude the 
chapters, bringing the pages to life. It 
was refreshing to see how O’Briain          
weaved her words to a beat you would 
not expect to get in a memoir. It’s stirring 
to see a writer be able to express her 

life via such 
rhythmic 
story-
telling. In 

the chapter 
Poetry is more 
than life to me, 

we get a deeper understanding 
of  how O’Briain used her passion 

to keep faith in herself.  “Poetry and 
self-expression are the tools for me to 
find those things, to find that heaven; 
so poetry is more than words: it is my 
healer, it is my mother and father; it is 
love in my veins,” she writes.  She uses 
her passion to fuel the fire inside of  her 
and urges people who are struggling to 
use their passion too. 

A theme that O’Briain struggled with 
throughout the memoir was the death of  
her mother. I felt her presence in almost 
every chapter. Despite being abused both 
mentally and physically by her mother, 
she grows up adoring the woman who 
can barely pay attention to her. She was 
a big part of  her life, shaping O’Briain’s 
identity even after death. I was touched 
by the persistent love the daughter had 
for her mother. O’Briain expressed that 
love is limitless, it has no boundaries and 
no conditions, you love unconditionally. 
“Love and hate are two sides of  the same 
coin: but is it ever really love if  it can be 
replaced by hate so quickly?” This truly 
felt like a punch in the face. For me, love 
is such a hard concept, but with this small 
sentence I was thrown into thoughts of  
my family and relationship dynamics, 
and how I love them because of  their 
flaws. The whole memoir shows layers 
of  O’Briain’s life and how she comes to 
accept love into her life, using Buddhism 
to come to terms with her mother’s 
passing, beautiful sex with women to heal 
her wounds and her inspiring passion to 
make something of  herself.

Moments of  Significance is more than 
a collection of  someone’s life. It’s an 
exploration of  how hurt a woman can 
be, how deep her pain can run and her 
ability to pick herself  up and fight for 
what she deserves. O’Briain is a beacon 
of  hope for all struggling queer women. 
Reading this book will push all you KIKI 
readers to realise your worth in this 
world. O'Briain says: “When I open my 
life to the infinite power of  the universe 
I know we have the power to make the 
change: we are the change the world 
needs to see.”

Rating: 

Tell us what you are currently 
reading on Twitter with our 
hashtag #KIKIreads.

Moments of Significance will be 
available at all good book retailers 
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