
The fi lm revolves Darren, a stu-
dent who returned from the dead to 
have revenge on those who bullied 
him. 

This movie is perfect for those 
who love a good scare and bloody 
gore. Many of the revenge scenes 
will turn even the most settled 
stomachs and sain brains to mush 
for weeks.

This fi lm has a trigger warning 
for suicide and graphicness. 

This one cheats the system a little, as 
it is a four-movie franchise, but each 
one is terrifying, with jump scares and 
spooky plots. 

The series follows those who can as-
tral project into ‘The Further’, a spirit 
infested dimension. and their struggle 
to save themselves and their families.

If you like traditional, sus-
pense-fi lled horrors, the Insidious 
franchise is defi nitely the series for 
you. 

The Boy is a psychological horror 
which received mixed reviews for 
the end plot twist. 

A British couple hires a live-in 
nanny, Greta, to look after their 
sweet and quiet son, Brahms. 

What they forget to mention is 
that Brahms is a creepy porcelain 
doll. 

This fi lm is perfect for people 
who fi nd suspense and the paranor-
mal enticing.

While this is not a horror movie, the 
10-episode Netfl ix series is defi nitely 
going to make you second guess that 
shadow in the corner of your room. 

The story follows the Crain family 
who have linked together once again in 
adulthood following a family tragedy. 

The timeline blurs past and present 
until you are thrown from one shock-
ing revelation to another. This series 
has a trigger warning for graphic 
scenes and suicide. 

By CHLOE WRIGHT
Underappreciated and over-
looked, Case 39 is our top pick 
for that spine-tingling Halloween 
Horror. 

This fi lm follows social worker 
Emily Jenkins, who looks after 
forgotten foster child, Lillith. 

But is this sweet little girl really 
as innocent as she comes across?

Defi nitely worth watching if you 
like supernatural horrors.
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KING OF HORROR
You have seen his name everywhere, 
and you know who he is. Who better 
to lead you into Halloween than horror 
master himself - Stephen King. 

You could simply watch one of the 
many newly-released fi lms with King’s 
name stamped obtrusively at the bot-
tom, but where his talents truly lie is in 
his ability to make the mind reel, and 
visualise horrors unimaginable through 
his written word. 
THE GIRL WHO LOVED 
TOM GORDON

Simple, beautiful and haunting. 
Nine-year-old Trisha gets lost in the 

deep forest of the Appalachian Trail 
and faces an innate sense of horror at 
the realisation that she might never be 
found. It is not long until she realises 
that she is not alone. 

Her blind panic, resulting in resig-
nation, mirrors our own feelings while 
still keeping us at a horrifi ed arms-
length. 

King’s ability to describe the sur-
rounding forest as peaceful and beau-
tiful juxtaposed against Trisha’s fear 

and isolation makes 
the tale even more 
haunting. 
IT 

While you may 
have seen the re-

cent release of IT 
Chapter Two, it pales 

in comparison to this 
1166-page behemoth. 

The horror is more grue-
some, the friendship more bittersweet, 
and the ending even more heart break-

ing. 
It is bigger and better. 
DANSE MACABRE

While this book is not one 

of King’s fi ction works, it does take 
you deeper into the genre of hor-
ror itself. 

In Danse Macabre, King analyses 
the impact of horror fi ction in print, TV, 
comic books, fi lm and radio. 

He examines the infl uences on his 
own work, and interrupts the authori-
tative narrative to input tales from his 
childhood, and recalls his fascination 
with horror. 
FULL DARK, NO STARS

Full Dark, No Stars is a 
collection of four novellas: 
1922, Big Driver, Fair Ex-
tension and A Good Mar-
riage. 

You might re-
m e m b e r 
1922 from 
Netflix’s 
o r i g i n a l 

2017 fi lm, in which a disgruntled Mid-
western farmer, fed up her “city-gal 
ways”, decides to murder his wife.

It is a simple plot, nothing new from 
King’s regular spin, but the relentless 
and merciless haunting of nothingness 
that fi lls each moment of the delusional 
farmers’ life is the chill that runs down 
your spine. 

And the rats. Oh God, the rats. 
The novellas all focus on the 

theme of retribution, and 
while Big Driver can be 
crude and follows King’s 
regular rape-revenge plot-
lines, Fair Extension brings 

an unsettling and disquieting 
realisation that perhaps true 

horror is in the human ability to 
wish bad things on others. 

The fi nal novella, A Good 
Marriage, perhaps rings too 

close to 2019’s online obsession Ted 
Bundy.

We see housewife, Darcy, discover 
her husband is a murderer. And what is 
a wife to do, if not to stop him? 
PET SEMATARY

If you love your pet a little too much, 
then this is not the book for you. 

A slow build to the central climax, 
you follow Dr Louis Creed into the 
marshy Indian-owned land beyond the 
Pet Sematary, and hear the whispers of 
the spirit of the forest curl around your 
ears. You might just put the book down 
for good.  

While these might not be the cheap 
jump scares you would typically get on 
the big screen, the inherent messages, 
ominous undertones and truths a little 
too close to home make for perfect Hal-
loween reading. Who needs sleep when 
you have Stephen King? 

TOP 5: Scary television for Halloween

By STEFANIA DALL’ARMI 
and ISABELLA RUFFATTI
With Halloween around the corner, 
Kingston University students from 
all over the world are unleashing 
their cultural costumes and scary 
stories to share the fear.

Fashion student Ziki Liu re-
members going out in the streets of 
her home in China for the Ghost 
Festival, the “scariest celebration of 
the year”.

“When we burn joss paper, our 
deceased relatives come back. It is a 
very sad moment too”.

On November 2, Mexico City’s 
streets become stages for dancing 
and singing in celebration for the 
colourful Day of the Dead celebra-
tions. Parades and off erings are held 
to remember and honour the lost 
loved ones. 

The Mardipäev is the Estonian 
version of trick or treat and it is that 
time of the year where girls dress up 
as boys and go asking for sweets.

Criminology and forensic psychol-
ogy student Carolina Nellis evokes 
moments from her childhood: “As a 
little girl I used to take my father’s 
clothes, wearing moustaches and 
asking for candies,” she said.

To learn more about these cel-
ebrations and see more examples 
follow the @rivernewspaper on 
Instagram or visit the River news-
paper online.  
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Aimee Miller explores the terrifying and disturbing fictional worlds of Stephen King’s writing
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