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O
rganisers of this year’s 
Royal International Air 
Tattoo at RAF Fairford in 
the Cotswolds are promising 

visitors an ‘out of this world experience.
Renowned for being one of the most 

thrilling airshows on the planet, this 
summer’s event, which takes place on 
the 50th anniversary of the first manned 
moon landing (July 19-21), will be 
expanding its horizons beyond earth – to 
include the whole universe. And visitors 
can expect to experience the airshow’s 
most astronomical year yet, with an 
array of exciting exhibits and aircraft for 
all the family to enjoy.

Giving his seal of approval to this 
year’s theme, Air & Space: Inspiring 
The Next Generation Air Force, will 
be British astronaut Major Tim Peake 
who will be making an appearance 

at the airshow on Friday, July 19. As 
part of the European Space Agency 
(ESA), Tim was the first British ESA 
astronaut to visit the International Space 
Station, launching on a Soyuz rocket in 
December 2015 and returning to earth 
six months later having taken part in a 

variety of activities including conducting 
a spacewalk to repair the Station’s power 
supply.

He said: “I’ve been wanting to attend 
the Royal International Air Tattoo for 
some time and this year’s ‘Space’ theme 
presented the perfect opportunity. I’m 
really looking forward to it.” 

Other star attractions include the 
critically-acclaimed Techno Zone®, 
which among other exciting exhibits, 
will host a planetarium show and a 
full-scale ExoMars rover prototype from 
Airbus Defence and Space, which visitors 
can witness drive across a simulated 
Martian surface. Visitors can also see 
space technology firm Skyrora’s The 
Black Arrow – the UK’s only rocket to 
successfully launch a satellite into orbit.

If that isn’t enough, visitors on the 
Friday will find themselves under the 

This year’s Air Tattoo reaches new heights as the 
anniversary of the first moon landing is celebrated
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Tim Peake in his Russian Sokol suit. Picture: 
ESA-Stephane Corvaja
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royaL internationaL air tattoo

This summer’s Air Tattoo 
takes place on July 19-21 and 
promises to be one of the 
Cotswolds’ most exciting 
outdoor family events of the 
year.

Once again, Cotswold Life 
is proud to be the Air Tattoo’s 
official media partner for 
2019 and to celebrate, we 
are offering readers the 
opportunity to enjoy one of 
the UK’s most exciting days 
out from the comfort of a 

stylish enclosure.
The Cotswold Club, which 

has been established by the 
Air Tattoo in partnership with 
Cotswold Life, offers garden 
seating, private toilets and a 
crowdline location from which 
to enjoy all the aviation action - 
plus an inclusive tasty lunch.

If you would like the chance 
to win a pair of Cotswold Club 
tickets (including Air Tattoo 
admission, valid for Sunday, 
July 21) plus a fascinating, 

money-can’t-buy, behind-
the-scenes tour of the Air 
Traffic Control Tower during 
the airshow, all you must do is 
answer the following question:

What year did man first land 
on the moon?
A. 1959
B. 1969
C. 1979

There are also two runners-up 
prizes of a pair of Sunday public 

admission tickets to the Air 
Tattoo.

Even if you don’t win, you 
can still purchase an Air Tattoo 
admission ticket and entry 
to The Cotswold Club on 
Friday 19 and Sunday 21 July 
(the enclosure is sold out on 
Saturday, 20 July) online at 
www.airtattoo.com. General 
admission to the Air Tattoo 
is free for all under 18s who 
are accompanied by a ticket 
holder.

ViP airshow tiCkets

Terms and conditions:
Competition closes at midday on Friday, June 21, 2019. Entrants must be 18 years or older. The prize is as stated and to be taken in accordance with Royal 
International Air Tattoo. The prize is not transferable and there is no cash alternative. Unless you have chosen to receive other information from us, Archant 
Community Media Limited will solely use the data you provide for the purpose of running the competition, including contacting winners and the distribution of 
any prize. Full Archant terms and conditions can be found at: www.cotswoldlife.co.uk

WIN

microscope as Airbus DS’s Pleiades 
satellites flies over RAF Fairford taking 
a photo of the airshow as it orbits the 
earth. 

Techno Zone® Coordinator Sandra 
Keen said: “The Techno Zone® never 
ceases to amaze visitors with its hands-
on displays, but this year is set to be 
particularly awe-inspiring. It’s always 
a big attraction for youngsters and 
hopefully the unique exhibits will ignite 
a spark and inspire them to discover and 
learn more about air and space”.

RAF Fairford, which is celebrating its 
75th anniversary this year, was NASA’s 
only UK transatlantic abort landing site 
for the Space Shuttle and in 1983 hosted 
a visit by the spacecraft which was 
secured on the back of a jumbo jet bound 
for the Paris Air Show.

In the air, spectators can see thrilling 

flying displays grace the skies above 
Gloucestershire from the RAF Red 
Arrows in their last UK display before 
flying to Canada and America for their 
Western Hawk 19 Tour, the Ukrainian 
Air Force’s Russian-built Sukhoi Su-27 
and the Armada Espanola’s two AV-8B 
Harriers. u

Tickets for the airshow, which 
is staged annually in support of 
the RAF Charitable Trust, can be 
purchased online at www.airtattoo.
com or by calling 01285 713456. All 
accompanied under-18s go free.

In 1983 RAF Fairford hosted a visit by the Space Shuttle, secured 
on the back of a jumbo jet bound for the Paris Air Show

Red Arrows in Hawk T1s


