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Adrian and Maria Pearcey
took a chance on a ruadown
house in their dream location.
Several years on, they have no__
regrets about their decision
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hile Adrian and Maria Pearcey enjoyed living in
the pleasant coastal town of Hove, buying a bigger
place was growing to be an urgent priority. Keen
to remain in the same sought-after area of
southeast England, the couple were residing in what was becoming
an uncomfortably cramped maisonette. “Our son Felix was already
a toddler;’ says Maria. “There were only two bedrooms in the
property, and we wanted to find somewhere with more space
because we knew that we wanted another child”
The Pearceys had imagined moving into a relatively finished
housewith little work to do, but once they viewed a 1930s dwelling
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THE PEARCEY FILE

NAMES Adrian & Maria Pearcey

OCCUPATIONS Head of
account management & client
services manager

LOCATION Hove, Sussex

TYPE OF BUILD Extension
& loft conversion

STYLE 1930s semi-detached

CONSTRUCTION METHOD
Masonry

PROJECT SIZE 56m?
PROPERTY COST £250,000
BOUGHT 2009

PROJECT COST £161,487
PROJECT COST PER M? £2,384

BUILDING WORK COMMENCED
July 2014

BUILDING WORK TOOK

]

16 weeks The Pearceys needed a larger abode

located about a mile down the road from where they lived, they
soon changed their minds. “We realised that we could get so much
more for our money by taking it on and doing it up, as it hadn’t
been occupied for years,” explains Maria.

A home with potential
When Adrian and Maria first visited the property they felt like they'd
stepped into a time warp. The kitchen layout was poorly conceived
and a large part of the space was taken up by an outdoors WC. It did,
however, have three generously-sized bedrooms, something which
the pair had found to be lacking in the majority of the homes they
had already viewed. Plus, there was space to convert the attic. “We
could see beyond the dated decor and the need for re-wiring and
re-plumbing, as the layout had real potential,” says Maria.

The property had been empty for five years prior to Adrian and
Maria’s visit and had been on the market for a significant stretch
of time. The previous owner took some convincing before he
accepted the couple’s offer, as he was hesitant about changes to the
property that had been his family home. The Pearceys managed to
secure the purchase of the house, but one of the mortgage conditions
was that they had to treat the joists for woodworm. They also had to
install new wall ties because the cavity walls had started bowing.

Finding the right team

The family moved into the property in 2009, but it wasn’t until
several years later that they bit the bullet and decided to commence
with a complete overhaul. Adrian and Maria had often spoken to
their neighbour Scott about making changes to their home. “He’s

an architect and we are friendly because he’s got a young family as
well, so our children play together;” says Adrian. The couple invited
Scott round to discuss the alterations that they wanted to make and
he ended up drawing the plans for the loft conversion and extension.
“He came up with a few interesting ideas, and he even suggested one
that did not involve expanding out,” says Maria. “However, we really
wanted to have a little bit more space downstairs so that the kitchen-
diner zone didn’t feel too long and narrow.”

to accommodate their growing brood

Glazed sliding doors create an uninterrupted
flow between the kitchen-diner and the garden

The scheme didn’t require planning
consent, but the Pearceys applied for a lawful
development certificate to confirm it was
allowable under permitted development
rights. They also decided to project manage the build themselves.
Their architect helped them produce a statement of works, which
they used to put the job out to tender. “We approached four firms
including JCJ Construction, which Scott had heard good things
about,” says Maria. “We also contacted the company our neighbours
had used for their project, plus two others.”

The couple found that JCJ were the most proactive, as they asked
to visit the house as well as inviting Adrian and Maria to see some
schemes that they'd already completed. “At this stage we didn’t know
how much they were going to quote, but they worked out to be
affordable;” says Adrian “We were very impressed with how well they
communicated with us and how they managed our expectations.
They also helped with the project management throughout the build
and produced colour-coded drawings,” says Maria.

Living through the build

Staying in the house while construction works were being carried
out meant that the Pearceys were able to save on the cost of renting
elsewhere. “We knew that it was going to be tough, but we had no
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alternative so we were forced to grin and bear it,” says Maria. “Our
daughter Mabel started school during the build and having all her
uniform covered in dust was frustrating. Keeping everything clean
and tidy throughout the works was very difficult. We went on
holiday for a week and when we returned you could actually
write your name in the dust on our leather sofas”

Being on site did, however, have some benefits; one of them
being that Adrian was able to meet with the JCJ team on a weekly
basis to check on the progress of the loft and garden extension.

A new format

Since Adrian and Maria had moved into the property, the kitchen
layout had always been the cause of some frustration. “It was quite
strange because we had to have the oven in the chimney breast at the
other end of the room, and it was separate from the main space;” says
Maria. “I used to spend a lot of my time walking from one side to the
other and the children would be under my feet because they just
wanted to be with me”” There was an old fashioned hatch between

the cooking zone and dining area, and the family predominantly

Build 1t A uguist 21016 15— e WWw.self-build.co.uk



58 readers’ homes

used the latter as a playroom. “I'd spend a lot of the time in the

kitchen and the children would be in the other room. I constantly
had to look through the hatch to check up on them,” explains Maria.

Work started with the removal of the back wall so that the house
could be extended by 1.7m. The construction team also took down
the internal partition that separated the kitchen and dining room.
As this had been a load-bearing structure, its demolition meant that
steel beams had to be added for reinforcement.

For the new master bedroom in the attic, the couple wanted to
maintain a sense of being up in the eaves of the dwelling. “We
decided against the full-width dormer because we didn’t need a
huge space at the expense of losing that wonderful lofty feeling,’
says Maria. The couple did, however, install a cottage dormer to
give enough headroom for a new ensuite bathroom. The zone feels
bright and spacious with four large Velux windows allowing copious
amounts of light to stream into the bedroom. “They’re approximately

{ HIRE A STORAGE UNIT for some of
¢ your furniture if you're going to stay in the
¢ house. This will free up some more space
¢ inthe property and will keep everything
dust-free and clean.

{ ADETAILED COST BREAKDOWN :
i saved us from any nasty surprises later on
¢ when it came to our builders’ fees, which H
i were exactly on budget.

i LOOK AT OTHER PROJECTS so that |
i you can take note of the aspects that you :
i both like and dislike. We didn’t want to

¢ have the steelwork exposed, so instead

i we were able to have it buried into the

i ceiling for a flush look.

BEWARE OF UNEXPECTED

i EXPENSES. The garden needed to be
completely redone because the building  :
¢ work ruined the grass and killed the plants.
i Inthe end we had to hire a landscaper, :
i which was something we hadn't factored

i into the original project fund.

3m from floor to ceiling, with space for a radiator below;” says
Adrian. “This design was entirely Scott’s idea as he’s actually got
a similar setup in his own roof, so we knew that it would work.”

Nerves of steel
Everything went to plan during the build, but the couple recall one
particularly hairy moment when the supporting steel beams arrived
onsite. “I received a call one day at work saying that there was a
problem,” says Maria. The crane that was carrying the materials had
a handbrake failure and started rolling down the drive that runs
adjacent to the house, leading to a row of properties. The steel was
still attached to it and took out the garden fence. The vehicle finally
came to a standstill when it hit a neighbouring dwelling.

Asaresult of the incident the owners had to have structural work
carried out, because the impact shifted their home over a couple of
inches — they even had to move out for two weeks. “It was the

Several large rooflights allow natural brightness to flood

into the master bedroom suite in the newly-converted loft

A dormer window
extension created
space for a new

ensuite bathroom

¥
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darkest day of the build. We just wished it had crashed into our

)

s, says Maria. “The neighbours were
very good about it; they knew it wasn’t JCJ’s or our fault”

house rather than someone else

A fine finish

One of the main motivations for extending out to the rear was that
Maria had always wanted a kitchen island. “Iliked the idea of being
able to face into something rather than looking against the wall,” she
says. “It’s the main part of the space now and there are often rows
over who’s going to sit on the two bar stools”

The couple started work on the culinary zone a long time before
it got fitted, they found that The Kitchen Store, much like JCJ, were
very in tune with what they wanted. “They understood how
important it was for us to know where the trays, lights and sockets
were going to go, and the representative came up with several ideas
that we hadn’t even thought of;’ says Maria.

Having lived in the house through a couple of winters already,
the family knew that they don’t have any issue with draughts or
insulation levels. The addition of the inset Stovax stove and a series
of vertical radiators now makes their dwelling feel really cosy.

The couple are also very pleased that, rather than going for bifold
doors — which come with thicker frames — they opted for sliders
that give them a 4m-wide glazed aperture. “We went to the Build
It Live exhibition at Bluewater in 2013 and saw the Sunflex sliding
doors there,” says Maria. “They work incredibly well in the ground
floor extension and look gorgeous.’

Allin all, through careful planning and specification of products,
the Pearceys have successfully managed to transform a dated 1930s
property into the inviting family home that they imagined when they
first stepped into the house over seven years ago.
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Creating more headroom... =~ _—*

Dormer windows are structural extensions that project out from
the plane of a sloping roof and open up the internal zone to by
providing more headroom. They are usually built using studwork .
and finished with tiles that match the existing roof or render/brick . Filhoiny oy =
to blend with the walls. The Pearceys’ dormer addition allowed C '
space for a sleek ensuite bathroom to be installed, which includes

a modern walk-in shower enclosure. A dormer loft conversion can usually
be constructed without gaining planning permission, as it is considered permitted development.

Floor plans
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Elements Costm? Cost% Total cost

Demolition & removals £58 2% £3,231
- Preliminaries £107 4% £6,022
fenen Foundations £69 2% £3,875
External works £143 5% £8,000
Ground & upper floor structure £138 5% £7712
utity External walls & windows £277 10% £15,537

Ground
floor

L e Roof structure & covering £450 16% £25,176

Lounge ——

Internal walls £27 <1% £1,536

‘ N Store

- A Floor, wall & ceiling finishes £118 4% £6,606
Joinery & fittings £234 8% £13,133
Plumbing & heating £708 25% £39,659
Electrics £107 4% £5,989
Decorating £146 5% £8,158
Radiators & woodburning stove £102 3% £5,700
Fees £115 4% £6,419
Miscellaneous £85 3% £4,734

Grand total £161,487

Useful contacts

First
floor

Second
floor

Ensuite

Bedroom ;0 5

Storage

BUILDERS JCJ Construction 01273 857886 www.jcjconstruction.co.uk
ARCHITECT Bold Architecture Design 01273 249390 www.bold.uk.com
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER Mitchinson Macken 01273 609742 www.
mitchinsonmacken.co.uk ELECTRICIAN Wellman Electrical Services 01903
873526 www.wellmanelectrical.co.uk PLUMBER Platinum Plumbing &
Heating Services (Southern) 01903 526593 WOODBURNING STOVE
Stovax 01392 474000 www.stovax.com Home Heat Fireplace & Stove Centre
01273 814600 www.home-heat.com KITCHEN The Kitchen Store 01273
957778 www.thekitchenstore.co.uk SLIDING DOORS Sunflex 01603 258649
www.sunflexuk.co.uk R&D Goatley 01273 411177 www.windowsinsussex.
co.uk ROOFLIGHTS Velux 01592 778225 www.velux.co.uk ENSUITE
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Bathstore 01273 608088 www.bathstore.com FLOORING City Wood Floors

Buil d It House plans re-created using 01273 426588 www.citywoodfloors.co.uk DECORATING Mixed Emulsions

Wardrobe

Build It 3D Home Designer software. 01908 529997 www.mixed-emulsions.net LANDSCAPING Stepping Stone
HOME DESIGHMER www.buildit.co.uk/3dsoftware Landscapes 01273 601084 www.steppingstone-landscapes.com
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