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No extension of QR waiver on rice imports

The country will not pursue the extension of the quantitative restriction (QR) on
rice imports, as adjourned in the second meeting regarding the amendment of the
Agricultural Tariffing Act by the Committee on Agriculture and Food on Monday.

As the country’s QR waiver to the World Trade Organization (WTO) expires by
July 1, the government would be retaining concessions as the Congress deliberates the
amendment of the Tariffing Act, according to Department of Agriculture (DA)
Undersecretary Segfredo R. Serrano.

The country imposes a 35 percent tariff rate on imported rice through the QR,
hence importation outside of the QR is more costly, according to Serrano.

Meanwhile, Committee Deputy Speaker Sharon S. Garin questioned Serrano on
what is the proposed plan of action after the expiration of said waiver, as sanctions may
be imposed by the WTO.

Serrano clarified that there would be no sanctions, and that the WTO “will only
take note of our decision of not extending the waiver”.

Tariff Commissioner Ernesto Albano supplied that 95 to 99 percent of our rice
imports come from neighboring Southeast Asian countries Thailand and Vietnam,
highlighting the problem of determining the tariff level to be placed on locally-produced
rice.

“In order to be effective, tariff rates should be higher than costs produced,” said
National Food Authority Deputy Administrator Tomas R. Escarez, who added that tariff
rates should have a quota and not higher than 75 percent, which is in contrast to the
required by the Asean Trade In Goods Agreement (ATIGA) that the government has
signed in 2009.

Nueva Ecija District Representative Estrellita B. Suansing suggested Pampanga



Representative Gloria M. Arroyo’s HB 5023 or the Rice Safety Net Act of 2017,
which provides that tariff rates at a hundred percent be followed, however members are
still to deliberate in the next meetings.

Authored by Bohol District Representative Arthur C. Yap, HB 4904, or the bill
amending Republic Act (RA) 8178 and Presidential Decree (PD) no. 4, is a move to
support millions of rice farmers through the provision of funds to the rice sector.

The bill also seeks to prescribe tariff rates that comply to international obligations
and support the country’s agriculture.


