
MEDIA INFLUENCE ON POLICE BRUTALITY AND RACIAL PROFILING 

Introduction 

Media was created in order to communicate important issues and events with individuals 

amongst a community. The media perspective holds a high standing globally and can be 

communicated within seconds thanks to varies social media outlets, such as Instagram, 

Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, etc. The media acts as a check and balance system for the way we 

get our information and for what is seen as acceptable. In more recent years, the media has 

focused in on the law enforcement and their interactions with citizens in their community. 

Does the media play a role in the positive or negative interactions that take place between law 

enforcement and citizens? Does the perspective that the media takes on this issue put more 

people in danger or keep people accountable?  

We can use the positive or negative influence that the media has over the interactions 

between citizens and law enforcement to identify if the media is influencing violence between 

law enforcement and citizens in the community. If this can be identified, we can work as a 

society towards a solution.  

 In order to get a better understanding of the interactions that take place, there must be a 

determination of the media Influence on racial profiling and societies response to the stories that 

are presented to us by media. Moreover, how the media Influences violence agent law 

enforcement. Social Cognitive Theory can be used as a framework from which to address the 

media's influence on law enforcement because it focuses on people and their influence on the 

environment and how the environment influences them. Social Cognitive Theory can be used to 

environment and how the environment influences them. Social Cognitive Theory can be used to 

answer the critical question, “Does the media’s perspective on police brutality and racial 

profiling help or instigate interactions that citizens have with the police force?”  

Literature Review 

The two themes that were found in my research was the media's influence on racial 

profiling found within law enforcement and the violence that is caused by the depiction of police 

officers in the media. The way that the media portrays law enforcement results in a social 

backlash that leads to the death of both parties between the blue line. The media's influence on 

racial profiling causes for there to be an "us" and "them" mentality that leads to discrimination 

and preconceived ideas of how the other acts. 

 

Theme 1 - Media Influence of Racial Profiling and societies response   

 

The debate of race being used as a motivator with negative interactions between Law 

Enforcement and citizens has been around since the era of slavery. As time has progressed to 

more modern age, the idea of racial profiling has shifted to cause police brutality. Police brutality 

is described as confect used by police to dehumanize and degrade a person. It is portrayed in the 

media that police brutality and racial profiling go hand in hand with one another. A study 

conducted in 2017 by Alang, S., Mcalpine, D., Mccreedy, E., and Hardeman, R. in their journal, 

Police Brutality and Black Health, found that, “Blacks are almost five times more likely than are 

Whites to have a police intervention-related injury” (Alang, Mcalpine, Mccreedy, & Hardeman, 



2017, pp. 663, Vol 107). What was found flawed in their findings was a lack of background 

information showing what took place between the citizen and law enforcement. Therefore, a 

concluding idea that there is a threat from law enforcement to black citizens is inconclusive. This 

lack of context passed off as the full information is taken by the media and passed off as the “full 

picture.”  

The media is constantly reiterating the “black vs. white” mentality when it comes to how 

we interact with one another in society. As a result, we as a society are having the media feed, 

“the public a steady diet of images and platitudes that perpetuates the idea that blacks pose a 

threat to whites, even if race is not directly mentioned” (Staples, 2011, pp. 31-41). This attitude 

of ‘black vs. white’ in media causes societies to respond in conflict, especially when it comes to 

racial profiling amongst law enforcement.  

The framing of racial profiling in the media is directed at pretraining the police involved 

as guilty. When looking at recent reports of police and racial profiling in media, they make it 

seem like there is, “White supremacy permeates [in the] US law enforcement system” (Alang, 

Mcalpine, Mccreedy, & Hardeman, 2017, pp. 662, Vol 107). All sources that clime racial 

profiling and white supremacy are due to police having contact with black citizens. These 

interactions fall under the categories of routine and expected of all citizens. Such as being pulled 

over for a DUI or speeding. Routine precoders that follow the upholding of the law, but because 

of medias influence of "black vs. white" when the individual in question is black and has 

interactions with the police, it has the higher possibility of receives the attention of media. With 

these instances, the media portrays the idea that racial profiling was involved in their 

interactions. When analyzing evidence to show the use of racial profiling as an underlining cause 

for an officer's action, there came up with few instances to support this in recent years. The other 

events were interpreted and influenced by the media's "black vs. white" mentality portrays that 

made the community feels as though the incidents were racially motivated when they weren't. 

Media's influence on racial profiling causes society to respond in a way that creates segregation 

between blacks and whites and law enforcement. This, in turn, puts police officers as targets for 

violence in society. 

 

Theme 2 - Media Influence on violence agent police and societies response 

 

The media’s influence on interactions between citizens and police have led to, “police  

[being] under attack and that there is a ‘war on cops.’” The Black Lives Matter (BLM) 

movement takes its roots in media after #BLACKLIVESMATTER went virile fallowing George 

Zimmerman being acquitted for the death of Trayvon Martin. The hashtag later became a social 

movement powered by the media. BLM leaders have used their standings on social media 

networks to call for violence and death to police officers. One such leader of BLM, DeRray 

McKesson, was sued by Louisiana police officer who was wounded in the Baton Rouge 

shooting. McKesson’s involvement in the incident was rabble-rousing others to harm police 

officers because of the death of a black man by cops. This calling for violence by BLM leader’s 

agent police officers is starting, what is seen as, a war on cops that has cost them their own lives.  

The war on cops first starts on social media sights then progresses into violent actions taken out 

on law enforcement officers. It was found that with the increase of, "both the number of law 

enforcement officers and minorities shot and killed," (Bejan, Hickman, Parkin, & Pozo, 2018) 

was because of tweets related to the BLM and social media posts that encourage violence against 

cops. It's a stretch to say that this violence is solely caused by these social media sights and 



tweets, but not when you consider the misinformation and emotionally changed content that is 

being spread. It is in the spread of this information that causes for there to be a negative response 

in society that results in violence against police officers. The number of deaths related to media 

coverage shows the direct link between the real world and the social media world and where the 

two intercrosses. 

The media takes great care when it comes to putting more weight on one story over 

another in order to get the most views. A way that guaranties this is playing on the emotions of 

people; a strategy used to encourage the war on cops. Media is zoning in on police and that is 

shown in the increase of violence caused by social media influences that call for the death of 

police officers. The Social Cognitive Theory can be used to answer why this is happening and 

why social media's influence is causing there to be more deaths to police officers and minority 

groups. 

Application of Social Cognitive Theory 

 

Social Cognitive Theory is founded off of the Bandura's 1986 Social Learning Theory. 

The Social Learning Theory fallows how people learn for one another through observation and 

imitation. The two are connected by how they share how people are influenced by their 

environments. Social Cognitive Theory is based on people being, "producers as well as products 

of social systems" (Bandua, 2002, pp. 266). This means that we not only shape our environment, 

but our environment shapes our actions and the way we respond to situations.  

By using this as a framework for investigating the media influence in relation to the 

outcome that comes from interactions between citizens and cops, it can be seen that the media 

negatively affects the way people have a relationship with law enforcement. Social Cognitive 

Theory relates to the literature review by showing how people react to the environment, being 

what the media creates and portrays.  

Connections between the literature review and Social Cognitive Theory can be seen in 

the theme, Media Influence of Racial Profiling and societies response, by how media creates a 

“black vs. white” mentality in society. This produces products of a social system by creating a  

system where blacks are seen as a threat towards whites. The theme, Media Influence on 

violence agent police and societies response, also shows how people are influenced by their 

environment. This is by the direct link to the increase of law enforcement officers and minorities 

killed because of social media.  

Conclusion 

Then interactions that take place between law enforcement and citizens are interpreted by 

the media in a way that creates more tension by "stirring the pot." The media's influence on racial 

profiling in law enforce creates a disconnect between citizens and the police. This disconnect 

results in mistrust and a pre-proceed idea of how the society is set up to recognize that there is a 

"black vs. white" system in place. When the media creates this sort of tension between the two 

groups, it causes for violence to take place. The media's "war on cops" is responsible for the 

targeted violence on law enforcement. The contribution that the literature brings to the topic is by 

answering the question, "Does the media’s perspective on police brutality and racial profiling 

help or instigate interactions that citizens have with the police force?” The literature shows that 

by the media presenting a “good guy, bad guy” to the public, it creates a negative reaction of 

violence and discrimination against law enforcement. We as a society need to care about how the 



media is pretraining interactions between the police and citizens because of the negative 

ramifications that come from it. By changing the media’s approach from emotional and 

provoking to factual and unattached, these incidences and the way we have our society’s 

perspective on the topic can shift.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



References 

Alang, S., Mcalpine, D., Mccreedy, E., & Hardeman, R. (2017). Police Brutality and Black 

Health: Setting the Agenda for Public Health Scholars. American Journal of Public 

Health, 107(5), 662-665. 

 

 

Bandura, A. (2002). Social cognitive theory of mass communication. In J. Bryant & D. Zillman 

(Eds.), Media effects: Advances in theory and research (2nd Ed.), (pp.121-153). Mahwah, New 

Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates 

 

Bejan, V., Hickman, M., Parkin, W., & Pozo, V. (2018). Primed for death: Law enforcement-

citizen homicides, social media, and retaliatory violence. PLoS One,13(1), E0190571. 

 

Staples, R. (2011). White Power, Black Crime, and Racial Politics. The Black Scholar, 41(4), 31-

41. 

 


