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  Rue's death scene is one of the biggest turning points for our protagonist, 
Katniss, and her experience in the Hunger Games. It is the underlining message that 
comes with her death that defines the rest of the story and might be the boldest 
message in Young Adult literature. Because the book is targeted at Young Adults, the 
act of rape is not expressed or even addressed. However, if the Hunger Games 
operated in our world today, the rape of young teens would be a prevalent problem 
during the games. 
  The death of Rue came when they devised a plan to destroy the Career’s food. 
Rue and Katniss set up three fires that Rue was to light as a distraction for Katniss to 
abolish their food supply. Only two of the fires were lit, the last fire remained untouched 
due to the boy from District 1 hunting down Rue and ultimately killing her. The three 
fires, two lit and one untouched represent the statistic conducted by the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center that one out of every three women will become a victim of 
sexual violence in the United States (NSVRC). The unlit fire is where Rue is killed as 
the boy’s spear, “is buried up into the shaft of her stomach,” (Collins 233). The position 
of the spear is strategically placed to show the action of being penetrated. As Katniss 
seizes up Rue’s wounds, she comes to the conclusion that, “there's no point in 
comforting words, and telling her she’ll be all right. She's no fool,” (Collins 233). 

Katniss’s words are powerful in showing that there is nothing someone can say 
to a victim of sexual assault that will take away the trauma that happened to them. The 
victims themselves know that what happened to them will change their lives forever. 
Collin’s addresses the since of innocents being taken away through the song Katniss’s 
sings and the way she arranges Rue’s body.  

Katniss sings an old District 12 folk song to Rue that promises, “tomorrow will be 
more hopeful than this awful piece of time we call today,” (Collins 234). This talks to the 
process of coming through the other side of sexual violence. The most painful moments 
take place when the assault happens. But as tomorrow comes individuals will slowly 
start to heal. Tomorrow is what someone who has been a victim of this type of trauma 
will grasp onto for hope and recovery.  

Katniss then goes onto covering Rue in wildflowers; around her body, in her hair, 
and around the spear in her stomach. An act of defiance done that, not only shows the 
innocents of a twelve-year-old girl but the shame and accountability of what happened 
to her by the Capital.  
 The Capital in this scene represents the act of rape. A concept that Katniss 
doesn’t understand the weight of until Rue is killed. Katniss concludes that, "ravings 
against the capital [are] no longer pointless, no longer to be ignored. Rue’s death has 
forced [her] to confront [her] own fury against the cruelty, the injustice they inflict upon 
us" (Collins 236). Katniss shows that sexual assault is not addressed until it happens to 
someone you know, or to you. 
 The ontology for which our society operates around puts sexual assault as 
something you don't talk about or that is looked on with dehumanizing disgrace. 
Therefore, we exist on a plane where this type of trauma is not addressed until it plays a 
role in an individual’s life. Rue’s death scene in The Hunger Games plays a critical role 
in how sexual violence is handled and addressed in our society today.  
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The Hunger Games just offers one look into what could come of civilization as we 
enter into the Anthropocene. The Hunger Games uses the theory of Capitalocene as 
each District is in charge of providing cheap natural resources to the Capital. Entering 
into the Anthropocene represents that civilization has the opportunity to set up new 
standards and concepts. This is with the reinvention of, “new myths and new stories, 
[and] a new conceptual understanding of reality,” (Scranton 19).  

As civilization enters into this new era, we have an opportunity to reconduct the 
standards and stigma that surround sexual violence. Our myths can be written in ways 
of justice for victims, instead of mistrust in our legal system for sexual assault cases. 
The new reality can be written as zero tolerance and the Anthropocene can be born into 
a time where a movement such as #METOO holds weight in changing society.   
   


