
Harsh Winter 
 

Van: Hey, let me give you a hand with those potatoes Grandpa. 

Grandpa: Whoa! Van, it’s good to see you boy. You are right on time too, I thought I 

was going to have to lug all these 'tatas to the house by myself. 

Van: Nah, Gramps I got you. 

Grandpa: I surely appreciate it son. I see you are growing up nice and strong. How 

have you been? 

Van: I've been alright Gramps. 

Grandpa: Are you still looking to become a pastor like your Pa and Grandpa? 

Van: Ahh… I'm not so sure anymore Gramps. 

Grandpa: Well why is that? 

Van: Because I can't even get through to my own friend. Last week he got arrested for 

stealing out of the Wal-Mart. The manager dropped the charges, but whenever I try to 

talk to him about God and making better decisions, he ain't trying to hear it. How can I 

expect to tell strangers about the gospel, if I can't get my own friend to listen. 

Grandpa: Oh, I see, well, how's your friend's home life? 

Van: It’s rough Gramps. His mother died in a car accident a few years ago, and his 

father was murdered before he was born. So, he lives with his Aunt and her boyfriend, 

but they don't really get along. 

Grandpa: “I see, well Van it’s difficult to plant a seed in hard ground. 

Van: What do you mean by that Gramps? 

 



 
Grandpa: As many years that you've help me on this farm you should know. After a 

harsh winter, it is hard to plant seeds in hard and dry dirt. However, when it rains 

enough, that dirt will turn soft and you will be able to plant that seed. So Van, it sounds 

like your friend has had a rough season in his life, so his heart is hard like that winter 

dirt. But, if you continue to show him love and pray for him, I'm certain that God will rain 

down the remaining amount of affection that he needs in his life to soften his heart and 

make it able to absorb the gospel. 

Van: Wow, Gramps that was deep. I'm going to keep trying and praying for him. 

Meanwhile I’ll work on having more patience. 
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