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President Donald Trump, lowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and Ivanka Trump participate
in a roundtable discussion on workforce development Thursday at Northeast
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lowa Community College in Peosta, lowa. Trump and his team toured an NICC
manufacturing lab prior to the roundtable.

President discusses ag trade, job training in Peosta

BY BEN JACOBSON
ben.jacobson@thmedia.com

PEOSTA, Iowa — President Don-
ald Trump offered high praise to
state officials and business leaders,
as well as his own administration,
during his first trip to Dubuque
County since his historic 2016 elec-
tion victory.

Trump and several VIPs — his
daughter and senior adviser Ivanka
Trump, Gov. Kim Reynolds, Lt. Gov.
Adam Greggand U.S. Rep. Rod Blum
among them — discussed jobs, un-

employment and work-
force training during a
roundtable discussion
Thursday at Northeast
Iowa Community Col-
lege in Peosta.

“There’s no place
doing better than
Iowa,” said Trump, whose victory in
Dubuque County marked the first
time a Republican presidential can-
didate carried the area since Dwight
D. Eisenhower in 1956. “There’s no
place for better leadership.”

The president, seated before

Rod Blum

an invite-only crowd of about 250
people, touched on a wide range of
issues, including the state of inter-
national trade, the success of GOP-
backed tax cuts, his support for the
ethanol industry and the need for
health care reform.

He even tossed hats adorned with
“Make Our Farmers Great Again” —
aplay on his signature slogan — into
the crowd after praising a pending
trade deal with the European Union.

“We just opened Europe up to
you farmers,” Trump said. “You're
not going be too angry with Trump.”

TOUR

After arriving at NICC, Trump
toured the school’s industrial tech-
nology building. While
members of Trump’s
White House press
corps joined the presi-
dent, local media were

- not granted access.

] NICC President
LiangChee Liang Chee Wee joined
Wee Trump and his team on

the tour. It was an excel-
lent opportunity to showcase the
role that community colleges play in

workforce development, Wee said.

“I think (Trump) was very im-
pressed with the education and the
programming we provided ... and
the skills that we have imparted
and the application of the knowl-
edge,” Wee said after the panel dis-
cussion.

Several students had an oppor-
tunity to interact with the president
and his team.

“I'think he really connected with
our faculty and students about how

See TRUMP, PAGE 2A

Supporters praise
president’s policies

Protesters gather
on NICC campus

BY JEFF MONTGOMERY
Jeff. montgomery@thmedia.com

Daniele Halfhilll felt like it
was her duty to stand among
the protesters during Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s visit to
Dubuque County on Thurs-
day.

Halfhill teaches fourth
grade at Fulton Elementary
School in Dubuque and be-
lieves the president’s con-
duct over the past 18 months
has set a bad example for her
students.

“We try to teach our kids
respect, loyalty and respon-
sibility,” said the Dubuque
resident. “My students see
the president on the news,
and he is not demonstrating
that kind of character. When
you have young students
questioning the behavior of
the president, I think that is

than 300 people who gath-
ered on the west side of the
Northeast lowa Community
College cam-
pus to protest
Trump’s visit to
the area. More
than 100 addi-
tional protesters
lined up along
NICC Drive.

Daniele
Halfhill

DAVE KETTERING e« Telegraph Herald
Allison Simpson (left), her sister Madison Simpson
(middle) and Jacklyn Sindahl and her daughter, Daya,
demonstrate outside NICC.

Many of those
gathered grew 1
agitated briefly after Trump’s
motorcade to NICC took
an alternate route and by-
passed the crowd. Protest-
ers spilled onto NICC Drive
and appeared poised to
march across campus, but
law enforcement successful-
ly cleared the street within
minutes.

Peosta Police Chief Jim
Riley confirmed no arrests
were made.
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BY ALLIE HINGA

AND BENNET GOLDSTEIN
allie.hinga@thmedia.com |
bennet.goldstein@thmedia.com

The silence at Dubuque
Regional Airport was bro-
ken when President Donald
Trump stepped off of Air
Force One on Thursday.

A crowd of about 150 peo-
ple, many wearing red “Make
America Great Again” hats
and holding up signs, erupted
in cheers and applause as the
president disembarked from
the plane.

“USA!'USA!” they chanted.

Trump landed at the air-
port en route to a roundtable
at Northeast lowa Commu-
nity College in Peosta, which
was focused on workforce de-
velopment.

Before the main event,
however, he was greeted at

more online, inside
More photos, video of Trump’s
visit, TelegraphHerald.com
AP fact check, 2A

A look at recent presidential
visits to the tri-state area, 5A

had been waiting two-plus
hours to see him. Those in at-
tendance were invited to the
event.

“I think he deserves our
gratitude,” said Mareda Ann
Pierce, a Monticello, Iowa,
farmer. “It’s not an easy time

pretty profound.”

Supporters wait for the arrival of President Donald

the airport by the throng of

Halfhill was among more

See PROTESTERS, PAGE 5A

Trump at Dubuque Regional Airport.

supporters, many of whom

See SUPPORTERS, PAGE 5A
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almanac

Todayis Friday, July 27,
the 208th day 0f2018. There
are 157 daysleftin the year.

ON THIS DATE:

¢ In 1789, President
George Washington signed
ameasure establishing the
Department of Foreign
Affairs, forerunner of the
Department of State.

«In 1866, Cyrus W. Field
finished laying out the first
successful underwater
telegraph cable between
North America and Europe

«In 1909, during the first
official test of the U.S. Ar-
my'’s first airplane, Orville
Wright flew himself and a
passenger, Lt. Frank Lahm,
above Fort Myer, Va., for
one hour and 12 minutes.

¢ In 1953, the Korean
War armistice was signed
at Panmunjom, ending
three years of fighting.
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Paul McCartney returns to
Liverpool’s Cavern Club cellar bar

LONDON — Paul McCartney has returned
to the famous Liverpool club credited with
being the birthplace of the Beatles.

The 76-year-old played an exclusive per-
formance Thursday at the Cavern Club — the
cellar bar where the Fab Four played in their

earlyyears.

Some 270 fans packed into a sweltering

room to watch McCartney after lining up for

free tickets at the Echo Arena box office after

the gig was announced.

“Liverpool. Cavern,” McCartney said as he
opened the show. “Those are words that go
together well”

McCartney played the guitar and the key-
board in a performance which lasted almost
two hours. He played Beatles classics includ-
ing “Love Me Do,” “I Saw Her Standing There”
and “Get Back,” as well as songs from his new
album “Egypt Station.”

The Associated Press

happy birthday

TV producer Norman Lear, 96 o

actress-director Betty Thomas, 71

o Comedian Bill Enguvall, 61 e rock

singer Juliana Hatfield, 51 ¢ comedi-
an Maya Rudolph, 46 « former MLB
All-Star Alex Rodriguez, 43 e actress

Taylor Schilling, 34 « singer Cheyenne
Kimball, 28 « golfer Jordan Spieth, 25

AP: Trump skews claims on GDP growth

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump is pre-
maturely claiming he proved
naysayers wrong in boosting
U.S. economic growth.

Speaking Thursday in Iowa,
Trump claimed victory in ad-
vance of Friday’s government
release of quarterly gross do-
mestic product data, saying
“nobody thought we were go-
ing to be this good” and that
when he became president,
“those numbers were bad.”

In fact, the skepticism from
economists has centered
more on whether strong
GDP growth would be sus-
tainable after a few quarters.

That questlon has yet to be
answered; it’s not unusual for
the economy to surge forward
temporarily.

Alook at the claims:

TRUMP, on GDP figures:
“On Friday, numbers come
out and I don’t know what
they are, but there are pre-
dictions from 3.8 to 5.3. ...
Nobody thought we were go-
ing to be this good. ... When I
took over those numbers were
bad, and they were headingin
the wrong direction, because
of regulation. Really the taxes
were too high ... jobs were, for-
getit” — remarks atworkforce
event in Peosta, lowa.

THE FACTS: Economists

do expect a strong number
for growth in the April-June
quarter, but itis likely to be a
temporary bounce. And the
U.S. economy wasn’t doing
nearly as bad before Trump
took office as he suggests.
Few economists doubted
that growth could accelerate
after the Trump administra-
tion’s tax cuts were passed last
year, and Congress approved
abig increase in government
spending earlier this year.
But the skepticism Trump
describes centers on whether
the second quarter’s outsize
growth can be sustained. The
economy faces two significant
structural drags: an aging pop-
ulation, which means fewer

people are working and more
are retired, and weak produc-
tivity growth, which means
that those who are working
aren’t increasing their output
as quickly asin the past.

Trump’s tax cuts can stim-
ulate faster growth by put-
ting more money in people’s
pockets, but most economists
expect the effect will be tem-
porary, as those two trends act
like gravity and pull the econ-
omy’s longer-term growth
lower.

TRUMP: “The Canadians
have a totally closed market
... they have a 375 percent tax
on dairy products, other than
thatit's wonderful to deal. And
we have a very big deficit with

Canada, a trade deficit” —
marks in Peosta, lowa.

THE FACTS: No, it’s not
totally closed. Because of the
North American Free Trade
Agreement, Canada’s market
is almost totally open to the
United States. Each country
has a few products that are
still largely protected, such as
dairy in Canada and sugar in
the United States.

Trump also repeated his
claim that the U.S. has a trade
deficit with Canada, but that
is true only in goods. When
services are included, such as
insurance, tourism, and en-
gineering, the U.S. had a $2.8
billion surplus with Canada
lastyear.

TRUMP: President touts ‘Pledge to American Workers’

il

Continued from page 1A

the type of training really im-
pacts lives and community,”
Wee said.

The students presented
Trump with a pair of gifts,
both made inside the indus-
trial technology building.

One was manufactured
by students in the computer
numerical control program
— one of the school’s most
in-demand fields — and rep-
resented the state’s 15 com-
munity colleges. The other
was a 3-D printed model of
the White House.

WORKFORCE

After entering to the
sounds of Lee Greenwood’s
“God Bless the USA,” Trump
took a seat at the head po-
sition of a table, flanked by
Reynolds and Georgia Van
Gundy, executive director of
the Iowa Business Council.

Before launching into the
panel discussion, Trump
discussed trade and how
new developments could
prove a boon for the agricul-
ture industry. He promised a
new relationship with the EU
would lead to “no tariffs” and
“free trade,” and assured the
crowd of the Europeans’ ap-
petite for soybeans.

“Basically, we opened
up Europe,” Trump said.
“That’s going to be a great
thing for Europe and a great
thing for us.”

Still, Trump made no
apologies for upending
longstanding trade relation-
ships such as NAFTA, the
1994 free trade agreement
among the U.S., Canada and
Mexico.

The existing internation-
al trade infrastructure was
“the worst ever made by any
country in history,” the pres-
ident said.

Trump then pivoted to
the main topic of workforce
development — specifical-
ly employers’ investment in
American workers.

Trump touted the dozens
of business leaders who have
signed a “Pledge to Ameri-
can Workers,” promising to
offer training and education
for employee advancement.
That list includes several lo-
cal companies, such as Flex-
steel Industries, Inc., Mi-T-M
Corp., Decker Precision Ma-
chining, AY. McDonald and
Theisen’s Home-Farm-Auto.

He praised Ivanka Trump,
who spearheaded efforts to
revamp the Carl D. Perkins
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation Act. The overhaul
to the $1.1 billion program
— which recently passed
through both chambers of
the U.S. Legislature and is
awaiting Trump’s signature
— provides funding for job
training and programs, typ-

EVAN VUCCI « The Associated Press

President Donald Trump participates in a tour of an advanced manufacturing lab
Thursday with Ivanka Trump, lowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and Northeast lowa Community
College President Liang Chee Wee in Peosta, lowa.

EILEEN MESLAR « Telegraph Herald

U.S. Rep. Rod Blum, R-lowa, greets supporters at
Dubuque Regional Airport on Thursday.

ically for workers who aren’t
pursuing a traditional four-
year college education.

“It’s very, very exciting and
an enormous piece oflegisla-
tion,” Ivanka Trump said.

OTHER PANELISTS

Trump’s fellow panel-
ists took turns sharing their
thoughts.

Blum touched on the criti-
cal need for workers at a time
when unemployment is his-
torically low.

“We have more job open-
ings than we do workers to fill
them for the first time in our
history,” Blum said.

Matt Giese, a project man-
ager at Giese Sheet Metal, said
workforce struggles are a con-
stant challenge.

“They’re great guys,” Giese
said of his workers. “I just
want more of them.”

REACTION

Dubuque County Su-
pervisor Jay Wickham was
among the 250 invited to view
Trump’s panel up close and
personal. The strong turn-
out from business leaders
— officials from John Deere

Dubuque Works, Portzen
Construction and Cotting-
ham & Butler and others
among them — was good to
see, Wickham said.

“I think it was a really
good day to showcase NICC
and their sup-
port for the busi-
ness community
and the entire
community as
a whole,” Wick-
ham said after
the event.

Wickham, an
elected Demo-
cratic office-holder, likely was
something of a rarity at the
event. But party affiliations
mean little to the business
community, and the office of
president deserves respect,
he said.

“That group voted for
President Trump in the last
election and voted for me
overwhelmingly,” Wickham
said. “I'm happy to have their
support.”

Joe Ertl, president of Scale
Models and Dyersville (Iowa)
Die Cast, said he wants to
lessen the regulatory bur-
dens that are “choking” his

Jay
Wickham

business. Still, he would glad-
ly expand his workforce if he
could find the employees.

“We could hire 10 people
tomorrow, and we’d prob-
ably hire 20 within 30 days,”
Ertl said.

Cottingham & Butler
Chairman John Butler
said it is a good market for
job-seekers.

“I think business, in gen-
eral, is considerably better
than it has been,” he said. “I
would be very pleased and
impressed that the (unem-
ployment) rate
issolowasitis”

After Trump’s
departure, Blum
said economic
growth under the
Trump adminis-
tration is “amaz-
ing” and that
workforce devel-
opment efforts are a “piece of
the puzzle” However, he also
pointed to the importance
of immigration reform and
changes to welfare policy re-
quiring recipients to work, if

John
Butler

“We have more job
openings than we
do workers to fill
them for the first
time in our history.”

U.S. REP. ROD BLUM,
R-IOWA

able, as necessary steps.

Trump used the panel to
attack Iowa Rep. Abby Finke-
nauer, calling her “Absent
Abby,” and saying, “Who is
Absent Abby?” The Demo-
crat is engaged in a compet-
itive race that has garnered
national attention for Iowa’s
First District seat held by fel-
low Dubuquer Blum.

Blum later said the impact
that Trump’s visit could have
on the Nov. 6 election hasn'’t
crossed his mind.

“I don’t think about the
election,” Blum said. “I'm
just doing the job that voters
... hired me to do”

Finkenauer used Twitter
— Trump’s preferred meth-
od of public discourse — to
respond to the president.

“Hi! The name’s Abby
Finkenauer, for the record,
but I'm sure you'll know it by
Election Night,” she wrote.

Reached via email after
the event, Finkenauer ac-
cused Blum of squandering
his captive audience with the
president.

“It’s disappointing that
Congressman Blum appar-
ently spent his time on Air
Force One talking political
nicknames instead of telling
the president how awful his
Twitter trade war is for our
farmers,” Finkenauer wrote.
“This administration is hurt-
ing Iowa families, but instead
of standing up for us, Rod
Blum is rolling over and tell-
ing the president whata good
job he’s doing.”

Telegraph Herald reporters
Allie Hinga and Bennet
Goldstein contributed.
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Rick Petitgout

has joined our
East Dubuque Chevy Sales staff.

Give Rick a call or email him at:
rpetitgout@rundechevrolet.com
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