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Behind those bungled ballots
BY ERIN MCINTYRE
Erin.Mcintyre@gjsentinel.com

The company hired by more than
a third of the counties in Colorado to
print ballots for their primary elections is connected to a California man
who has a history of not paying taxes
or debts, has significant judgments levied against his businesses in court over
the years, and appears to still be active
in the company.
Eric Kozlowski, who started Integrated Voting Solutions, filed for bankruptcy in September 2016, the same

Firm responsible for Montrose primary debacle
tied to California man plagued by financial woes
month the businesses he was connected to were registered to his daughter,
who was 19 years old at the time. One
of those businesses began operating
under a slightly new name — Integrated Voting Systems.
Integrated Voting Systems — doing

business as Integrated Voting Solutions, according to tax paperwork filed
with Montrose County — entered the
spotlight in June when Montrose election officials were forced to conduct a
hand count of their primary election
because IVS had printed the wrong

ballots. In a letter to IVS, California
elections officials cited the reports
about the recount and another article
in The Daily Sentinel, which reported
IVS owed taxes in California and was
prohibited from doing business in the
state. The letter expressed concerns

City waterway full of trash

about the company’s ability to conduct business and potentially putting
county elections at risk. The company
responded by insisting Integrated Voting Solutions and Integrated Voting
Systems have nothing in common and
aren’t the same company, according to
the Fresno Bee.
IVS has contracts to print ballots in
five California counties. Twenty-five
of Colorado’s 64 counties used IVS for
this year’s primary election, though
some have dropped their business with

See BUNGLED, page 8A ➤

Analysis on
moms reveals
schisms across
United States
By QUOCTRUNG BUI and CLAIRE CAIN MILLER
New York Times

CHANCEY BUSH/The Daily Sentinel

Tor Larson paddles to the bank of the Blue Heron boat ramp Saturday, after collecting trash and debris — including a boiler stove — from the Colorado River
during the 13th annual River Cleanup. About 46 volunteers spent the day deep-cleaning the Colorado and Gunnison rivers.

‘People just don’t respect
the river, unfortunately’
By AMY HAMILTON
Amy.Hamilton@gjsentinel.com

They found a bed frame, a
baby’s bassinet and a refrigeration unit.
They scooped up discarded
tires from along the banks
and spirited away plenty of
clothes, fishing supplies and
countless aluminum cans.
If you could imagine it, rafters on the annual Colorado
River Cleanup fished it out of
the water Saturday.
One group that cleaned a
roughly six-mile section between the Gunnison River
diversion dam and the Blue
Heron boat ramp removed
about 1,000 pounds of metal.
They filled two large dumpsters with waste that other-

wise would soil that section
of the river. Volunteers farther downstream conducted
a similar purge.
Even after 13 years of
the annual or sometimes
twice-yearly river cleanups,
local volunteer rafters still
are baffled by the amount of
trash people discard into the
water.
“I think people expect
some trash in the river,” said
Kathleen Larson, a volunteer rafter, while heading to
the shore with garbage bags
filled to the brim Saturday

See TRASH, page 8A ➤
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Dumpsters were placed near river takeouts to allow volunteers to discard trash they
removed from the Colorado River during Saturday’s annual cleanup. More debris was
spotted this year because of low water levels, an organizer said.

Becoming a mother used to be seen
as a unifying milestone for women in
the United States. But a new analysis
of four decades of births shows that
the age that women become mothers
varies significantly by geography and
education. The result is that children
are born into very different family
lives, heading for diverging economic
futures.
First-time mothers are older in big
cities and on the coasts, and younger
in rural areas,
the Great Plains
and the South.
In New
York and San
Francisco, their
average age is 31
and 32.
In Todd
County, South
Dakota, and
Zapata County,
Texas, it’s half a
generation earlier, at 20 and 21,
according to the
analysis, which
was of all birth
certificates
in the United
States since 1985
and nearly all
for the five years
prior.
It was
conducted for
The New York
Times by Caitlin
Myers, an
economist who
studies reproductive policy
at Middlebury
College, using
data from the
National Center
for Health Statistics.
The difference
in when women
start families
cuts along many
of the same
lines that divide
the country in other ways, and the
biggest one is education. Women with
college degrees have children an average of seven years later than those
without — and often use the years in
between to finish school and build
their careers and incomes.
People with a higher socioeconomic
status “just have more potential things
they could do instead of being a

The experiences
of American
mothers look
very different
across the
country. People
are more likely
than before to
live in places
surrounded
by people like
them. And local
factors — job
opportunities,
housing prices
and social
mores about
things like
going to church
and using
contraception
— all influence
their family
planning.

See MOTHERS, page 8A ➤
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BUNGLED: Trail of debt, questions about shuffling companies, shared clients raise concerns
➤ Continued from Page One

paperwork in November 2016
with the state of California
forming a corporation called
Purewal Inc. Records show it
was classified as a consulting
business with Purewal listed
as the CEO, president, CFO and
secretary of the company.
An attorney representing
IVS claims Integrated Voting
Solutions, Kozlowski’s former
company, and Integrated Voting Systems, the new company
listing his daughter as president
and Purewal as CEO, are completely unrelated. However, IVS
does business in both names,
according to business records
and tax paperwork filled out by
company representatives, and
also shares locations, clients
and employees.
Attempts to contact Purewal
and Eric and Rebecca Kozlowski for comment were unsuccessful.

the company after the snafu in
Montrose, the latest complication in a long list of issues with
Kozlowski and his business
dealings.

HISTORY

Kozlowski’s career includes
the formation of several printing and mail-related businesses,
including IVS, Central Valley
Presort, The Presort Center and
Elk Envelopes.
He started in the mailing business in 1984 when he was only
16 years old, according to court
documents, eventually working
for a company he ended up buying and calling Central Valley
Presort. He started IVS in 2004.
According to documents filed
in Kozlowski’s bankruptcy proceedings, the businesses employed more than 120 workers
at one point in time and grossed
$20 million.
That prosperity didn’t last.
According to the bankruptcy
filing, Kozlowski and his wife
Ronda amassed $15.6 million in
debt, including unpaid property, sales and employment taxes
and liabilities from property
and business loans, lawsuit
settlements and credit cards. A
review of the creditors’ debts
shows the couple owed more
than $1.6 million in taxes to federal, state, city and county entities, causing the state of California’s Tax Franchise Board to
bar their companies from doing
business with the state. And
they accumulated more than $2
million in credit card debt from
nearly 50 different accounts.
All the businesses “are defunct now,” Kozlowski wrote in
the bankruptcy filing.

THE BANKRUPTCY, IVS & IVS

An attorney representing
Integrated Voting Systems and
Integrated Voting Solutions
claims the two companies have
nothing to do with each other
and that Kozlowski isn’t involved in IVS operations any
longer. However, records show
they share employees, addresses and clientele.
Sources close to IVS also say
Kozlowski is very much still
involved in the ballot-printing business, though his now
20-year-old daughter who attends college is currently listed
as the president. Under penalty of perjury, Kozlowski said
he retired in 2015, according to
bankruptcy court documents.
Eric Kozlowski and wife Ronda filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy in September 2016, according

CHANCEY BUSH/The Daily Sentinel

Election officials in Montrose County were forced in June to conduct a hand-count of more than 10,600
mailed-in ballots in their primary election because of a printing mistake. Integrated Voting Systems — doing
business as Integrated Voting Solutions, according to tax paperwork filed with Montrose County — had printed
the wrong ballots. Since then, Montrose, Routt, Clear Creek, Moffat and Saguache counties have decided not to
use IVS for their general elections.
to court records. The couple
blamed the recession and a foreclosure on commercial property worth more than $3 million
in Fresno for the situation, but
they also faced more than $1.3
million in business debt judgments, lawsuits and labor disputes, records show.
A flurry of business filings in
California, Colorado and Florida, all states where IVS does
business, reflects a scramble
to shuffle Kozlowski’s business
interests around the time the
bankruptcy was filed. And it
seems Kozlowski was able to
relieve himself of his biggest
secured debt by having his
then-teenaged daughter create
a new company that would assume a fraction of the debt he
owed.
According to a review of that
bankruptcy filing, Kozlowski
fought with his biggest creditor to push the bankruptcy
proceedings along and relieve
himself of roughly $2.6 million
in unpaid commercial loans to
one of his businesses, Central
Valley Presort. The loans came
from First Fresno Bank, which
wanted more information about
another company that had negotiated to buy those loans out
at a much-reduced price. That
company, called Beekoz Direct
Marketing, Inc., just happened
to be owned by Rebecca Kozlo-

wski, formed when she was 18,
according to Delaware business
records. Beekoz registered to
do business in California using
the Kozlowski family’s former
address in Visalia, a home that
went into foreclosure.
The attorney representing
First Fresno Bank accused the
Kozlowskis of shuffling companies around in the year prior
to filing for bankruptcy, “all in
an effort to keep those assets
out of the reach of creditors,”
according to motions filed in
the case. She also suggested the
Kozlowskis are the true owners of the businesses instead of
their daughter, and said shutting down their own companies
and transferring customers to
Rebecca’s “new” businesses devalued their assets, robbing the
creditors of the money owed to
them.
“With the exception of her
ownership and roles in connection with The Presort Center
and IVSystems, Rebecca’s work
experience consists of child
care and working in the drama
department at Cal Lutheran,”
the attorney wrote.
Rebecca Kozlowski was a
19-year-old college student living in the dorms more than 200
miles south of Fresno at the
time.
She signed an agreement for
Beekoz to buy the loan for her

parents’ debt in August 2016,
only five months after Beekoz
was formed and only a month
before her parents filed for
bankruptcy.
The agreement called for
Beekoz to pay $450,000. Eric and
Ronda Kozlowski were able to
proceed with the bankruptcy,
which was finished last month.
In the end, creditors who
claimed the Kozlowskis owed
them $119.7 million were left
without payment, and only $2.8
million was distributed to creditors, according to bankruptcy
court records.
“Our daughter, Rebecca, with
the assistance of Ranjiv Purewal, a family acquaintance with a
business background in financial consulting, sales and marketing, took our business model
and started her own businesses,” Eric Kozlowski wrote in a
December 2016 court document.
“Rebecca did so by utilizing her
trust fund monies.”
It’s unclear where Rebecca
got the money to start the business or come up with the money
Beekoz spent on the loan sale
for her parents’ debt. The couple disclosed trust accounts for
their three younger children in
their bankruptcy filings, with
each account amounting to only
about $1,000.
Purewal, now the CEO of Integrated Voting Systems, filed

2018 ELECTIONS

According to bills submitted
to Montrose County, obtained
by the Sentinel with open-records requests, IVS has asked
Montrose County to pay a little
more than $26,000 from invoices sent in April and June. The
county’s elections office contracted with IVS for the coordinated election in November
2017, the spring 2018 municipal
election and the primary election in June.
So far, the county has only
paid about $2,900 for postage involved in the municipal election
in March, according to Katie
Yergensen, Montrose County
spokeswoman.
The snafu happened when
IVS printed and sent the wrong
ballot to voters, one that Montrose County Clerk’s Office officials asked the vendor to delete
because it wasn’t working. Instead, the older version of the
ballot was mistakenly printed,
sent to voters and wouldn’t work
with the election equipment, so
votes had to be tallied manually. The bid for the project was
$26,175, according to information obtained from Montrose
County with an open-records
request. Montrose officials said
previously their desire is to not
pay for the ballots.
Citing concerns about the
Montrose ballot incident in
June, some Colorado counties
who used IVS for their primary
elections and planned on using
the company to print and mail
ballots for the general election
are jumping ship and hiring
other vendors.
Montrose, Routt, Clear Creek,
Moffat and Saguache counties
have decided not to use IVS.

“It was kind of a last-minute
thing,” Routt County Clerk Kim
Bonner said.
She said a new vendor has
been chosen and will order
envelopes this week, as election preparations have already
begun in her county, where
17,000 ballots are expected to be
mailed. Bonner said the handcount of more than 10,000 ballots in Montrose worried her
and she was also concerned
after an IVS employee she respected resigned after the incident.
Moffat County will also
switch vendors for approximately 7,500 ballots after using
IVS in the primary, according to
Election Coordinator Tori Pingley, who said the county decided the risk was too great to stay
with them.
“It was Montrose that we
were really concerned about,”
Pingley said. “A hand count is
our biggest fear.”
Boulder County elections official Justine Vigil-Tapia said
her county decided to keep their
plans to use IVS for approximately 240,000 ballots. They will
implement additional quality-control processes and testing
to catch any mistakes.
Unlike California, Colorado
doesn’t have an approved list
of ballot vendors or require
an inspection or review of ballot-printing companies for them
to conduct business with counties.
Some county elections officials
said they hope that changes.
“I think probably the Secretary of State’s Office should
have that authority especially
because we’re under a uniform
voting system now,” Bonner
said.
Colorado counties can choose
to hire any ballot vendor they
want or print their own. There’s
currently no way to know which
county is using which vendor,
other than asking around.
Bonner said she hopes Colorado will pursue a method
of validating ballot vendors to
make sure printers are reliable
and able to perform elections
they’re hired to do, to avoid
problems like what happened in
Montrose.
“Colorado’s election law does
not impose any technical, financial or other requirements on
ballot printing and mailing vendors,” secretary of state spokeswoman Lynn Bartels wrote in
an email. “As a result, the Secretary of State does not, and is
not authorized by statute to,
certify or qualify commercial
printers to engage in that line
of business.”

MOTHERS: Average age of first-time mothers is 26, up from 21 in 1972; for fathers, it’s 31
➤ Continued from Page One
parent, like going to college
or grad school and having a
fulfilling career,” said Heather
Rackin, a sociologist at Louisiana State University who
studies fertility. “Lower-socioeconomic-status people might
not have as many opportunity
costs — and motherhood has
these benefits of emotional
fulfillment, status in their community and a path to becoming
an adult.”
There has long been an age
gap for first-time mothers,
which has narrowed a bit in
recent years, driven largely by
fewer teenage births, Myers
said. Yet the gap may be more
meaningful today. Researchers say the differences in

when women start families
are a symptom of the nation’s
inequality — and as moving up
the economic ladder becomes
harder, mothers’ circumstances could have a bigger effect on
their children’s futures.
A college degree is increasingly essential to earning a
middle-class wage, and older
parents have more years to
earn money to invest in violin
lessons, math tutoring and
college savings accounts — all
of which can set children on
very different paths. Yet an
education and a high-paying
career also seem out of reach
for many people.
“These education patterns do
help drive inequality, because
well-educated women are really
pulling ahead of the pack by

waiting to have kids,” said Caroline Hartnett, a sociologist and
demographer studying fertility
and families at the University
of South Carolina. “But if
going to college and achieving
an upper-middle-class lifestyle
seems unattainable, then having a family might seem like
the most accessible source of
meaning to you.”
College is a stronger factor
than geography or home prices.
The average age of first birth
among college-educated women doesn’t vary much between
counties with large, expensive
cities and those with smaller
and more affordable cities.
In Hennepin County, the
home of Minneapolis, where
Zillow says the typical home
costs $259,000, the average age

of first birth for a college-educated woman is 31. In Brooklyn,
New York, where the average
home costs $788,000, it’s 32.
New parents tend to be older
in general. The average age
of first-time mothers is 26, up
from 21 in 1972, and for fathers
it’s 31, up from 27. Women are
having babies later in other
developed countries, too: In
Switzerland, Japan, Spain, Italy
and South Korea, the average
age of first birth is 31.
In the United States, it
sharply increased in the 1970s,
after abortion was legalized.
Now, more people are going to
college and marrying later, and
there has been a sharp decline
in teenage pregnancy and a rise
in the use of long-acting birth
control like IUDs.

But the experiences of American mothers look very different across the country. People
are more likely than before to
live in places surrounded by
people like them. And local
factors — job opportunities,
housing prices and social
mores about things like going
to church and using contraception — all influence their
family planning.
“It feels like no one here has
babies under 35 anymore,” said
Mary Norton, interim chair of
maternal-fetal medicine at the
University of California, San
Francisco. Because of fertility
treatments and genetic testing,
there is less fear about health
complications and less stigma
about having babies after 35,
she said.

By that age, parents are
more likely to have one or more
degrees and to be planning
to invest in their children’s
educations. The wage penalty
for women who have children
is high, so many try to advance
in their careers before giving
birth. The women are more
likely than young mothers to
be married, and less likely to
divorce.
They’re also less likely to live
near their children’s grandparents, or because their parents
are older, they juggle child
care with elder care. And they
might have fewer children than
they hoped, because fertility
declines during a woman’s 30s.
Research has shown that
children’s start in life determines where they end up.

TRASH: ‘We haven’t really embraced’ the river
➤ Continued from Page One
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afternoon. “They’d be amazed
at what we’re pulling out. It’s
never-ending. People just don’t
respect the river, unfortunately.”
Low water levels from
drought conditions probably
helped rafting volunteers spot
more trash this year, said Dave
Grossman, a river cleanup organizer.
“This gave us access to trash
we might have floated right over
in previous years,” he said.
However, paltry water flow
also meant rafters couldn’t use
their larger rafts to retrieve
even more garbage. Shallow

water also forced rafters to skip
cleanup efforts from Palisade to
Corn Lake, he said.
Cleaning up the river helps
connect people to an often-overlooked jewel of the Grand Valley, Grossman said.
“We have the Colorado River
floating through our community,” he said. “We haven’t really
embraced that.”
Forty-six volunteers ranging
from children to senior citizens
assisted with the cleanup, and
even more people wanted to
help, Grossman said. About 15
others who wanted to volunteer
weren’t able to rent a raft locally because all the rafts were already spoken for, he said.

Grossman said ultimately
the goal is to not have to collect
garbage from the river because
people would care enough not
to litter.
If rafters collected a little garbage each trip, “that would go a
long way,” to keeping the water
cleaner, Larson added.
The cities of Grand Junction
and Fruita each placed dumpsters near the takeouts to allow
the groups to discard the trash.
A number of other groups and
river-friendly businesses also
supported the annual event.
Volunteers were treated to a
barbecue at Canyon View Park
later Saturday to thank them
for their efforts.

N.M. compound searched, 11 kids removed
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
TAOS, N.M. — A northern
New Mexico sheriff said 11 children ranging in age from 1 to
15 were removed from a rural
compound after being found in
filthy conditions during an unsuccessful search for a missing

3-year-old boy.
Taos County Sheriff Jerry
Hogrefe said Saturday that
two men were arrested Friday
during a search stemming from
an investigation also involving
the FBI and Clayton County,
Georgia, authorities. He said
two women were detained be-

fore being released pending further investigation.
Siraj Wahhaj, 39, was jailed
on a Georgia warrant alleging
child abduction and that Lucas
Morten was arrested on suspicion of harboring a fugitive.
The 11 children were turned
over to child-welfare workers.

