
Ploughshares
By Jen A. Becker



Commitment 

“The current staff of Ploughshares holds dear the history of our founding, 
and we pledge to uphold our founding mission of publishing exceptional work 
by emerging and established writers that pushes the boundaries of what 
is possible in art. We will continue to publish writers who might otherwise 
be marginalized or outright excluded. We promise to continue our work of 
recognizing and supporting the unique ways writers respond to and reflect 
significant changes in culture. More than ever, we need our writers to help 
us understand the world.”

Ladette Randolph, Editor-in-Chief



History of the name

The Plough and The Stars – a play by Sean O’Casey 
written in 1926

Flag used by The Irish Citizen Army, founded in 1914

“…a free Ireland will control 
its own destiny from the 
plough to the stars.” 

- James Connolly

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ICA was formed as a paramilitary organization to provide protection for labor demonstrations, and used this flag with the image of the plough and stars. James Connolly, one of the co-founders of the ICA stated that the significance of using this banner was that a free Ireland would control it’s own destiny from the plough to the stars.” The Plough and the Stars play was written by a former member of the ICA, Sean O’Casey, about the Easter Uprising, a rebellion in the midst of WWI against the British Government in 1916. Although he was a part of the ICA at the time, he did not participate in the uprising.  The Plough and Stars Irish Pub was founded in 1969 by brothers Padraig and Peter O’Malley, and it was named after the play by Sean O’Casey. 



History of the name

The Plough and Stars Irish Pub 
founded in 1969 by brothers 
Padraig and Peter O’Malley

The image above is a screenshot from 
their website.

The image to the left is a screenshot from 
Google maps street view. 
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Presentation Notes
The ICA was formed as a paramilitary organization to provide protection for labor demonstrations, and used this flag with the image of the plough and stars. James Connolly, one of the co-founders of the ICA stated that the significance of using this banner was that a free Ireland would control it’s own destiny from the plough to the stars.” The Plough and the Stars play was written by a former member of the ICA, Sean O’Casey, about the Easter Uprising, a rebellion in the midst of WWI against the British Government in 1916. Although he was a part of the ICA at the time of the rebellion, he did not participate in the uprising. On a side note, the play incited a riot by people infuriated because they believed it defamed Irish heroes. The Plough and Stars Irish Pub was founded in 1969 by brothers Padraig and Peter O’Malley, and it was named after the play by Sean O’Casey. In the early 70’s, there was a group of regulars, made up of Irish expatriates, Harvard graduate students, Iowa Workshop refugees, New York School and Bowery veterans, and experimental Black Mountain poets, who “argued passionately about the art, politics, and literature of the day.” Their biggest concern was that important writers, who they felt represented “a seismic shift in the culture at that time,” were being overlooked. 



History of the Journal

DeWitt Henry,
Founding Editor

Peter O’Malley, 
Founding Publisher

The first issue was published in 
September of 1971

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Peter O’Malley, Irish expatriate and co-owner of the pub, and DeWitt Henry, a Harvard graduate student, decided to publish a journal as an extension of their discussions, to share their varying literary tastes with a larger audience. DeWitt Henry, born in 1941, has edited many issues of Ploughshares, continues to serve on the Advisory Board, and still teaches at Emerson College. Peter O’Malley only edited the first issue of their Journal, and is listed on the website as the Founding Publisher. No additional information or picture is given on their website. I searched but could not find any other information or photographs of him. (is this because he’s an Irish expatriate???)The first issue was published in September 1971. (All issues are available for purchase both digitally and hard copy.) Initially, issues were printed 2-3 times per year, and every issue was guest edited. They did this because they wanted it to have a unique and constantly changing voice. 



Journal Management

Don Lee, Editor
1994-2007

Ladette Randolph, 
EIC/Executive Director 
2008-present

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ploughshares continued to be an independent journal until 1989 when it became affiliate with Emerson College, however, they remained editorially independent. In 1994, Don Lee was appointed as Editor of Ploughshares. He stayed in that position until 2007 and is currently director of the MFA program in creative writing at Temple University. He has a book coming out next year, Every Now and Then, to be published by W.W. Norton. Ladette Randolph became Editor-in-Chief and Executive Director of Ploughshares in 2008. She remains the current Editor-in-Chief. In 2009, Ploughshares fully merged with Emerson College. 



The Journal Today

Jill McCorkle, Guest Editor 
Summer 2018

“I find that some of the most satisfying moments in fiction are 
those where I might gasp with shock or surprise only to 
immediately see that I should have known, that indeed there is 
a carefully scattered path of bread crumbs that led me there.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, Ploughshares is published four times a year, with guest editors for only the Spring and Summer issues. They carry on the tradition of guest-editorship “to offer a fuller representation of the range and diversity of contemporary letters than would be possible with a single editorship.” Each guest editor is allowed to solicit up to half of their issue, with the rest of the issue selected by staff editors from unsolicited manuscripts. The guest editor for their most recent issue is Jill McCorkle. In her Introduction she states, “To find surprise and logic in the same moment is a feat I greatly admire…. A good story…thrives on what is missing and being sought: freedom, salvation, acceptance, understanding, a simple answer or possession or new way of seeing.” Content in the Summer 2018 is primarily fiction, however, there are a couple of nonfiction pieces, poetry from one author, and a Look 2 Essay. 



Special Features

Writers writing about notable writers, 
“bringing critical attention to the 
neglected writer and his or her 
relevance to a contemporary 
audience.” 7,500 to 20,000 word pieces 

of Fiction, Nonfiction, and 
Novellas 

“We consider authors “emerging” if they haven’t published or 
self-published a book.” Submissions accepted March 1st

through May 15th, with winners announced mid-September. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Look2 Essay is open to contributors and is intended to be about notable writers who are “underappreciated or overlooked.” These essays include biographical information relevant to the writer’s work, and should “bring critical attention to the neglected writer and his or her relevance to a contemporary audience.” Writers who have been brought to readers’ attention through the Look2Essays include Richard Yates, Sybille Bedford, Dawn Powell, and Thomas Lux – featured in the Summer 2018 issue of Ploughshares. The Look2 Essays are open to contributors from June 1st – January 15th, submitted as queries only. (See website for guidelines.)  Solos are longer pieces of writing, (fiction, nonfiction, or novellas), that typically run from 7,500 to 20,000 words each. These longer writings are what makeup the Fall edition of the journal, published in the month of October. Each piece is also simultaneously published as an individual ebook, called Solos, that can be purchased for $1.99 each. Submissions for Solos are accepted from June 1st through January 15th. (See website for guidelines.)The Emerging Writer’s Contest strives to recognize emerging writers in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. One winner from each genre is awarded $2,000 and publication in the journal. The contest is closed for this year, but will reopen for submissions in March of 2019. Writers are considered emerging if they have not had a book published or self-published. Guidelines for submission to this contest are available on the website. 



Ploughshares Blog

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Ploughshares Blog was first launched in 2004, with a redesign of both the blog and the website in 2014. While content printed in the journal issues are primarily fiction or poetry, the blogs are posted to (almost) daily with essays, interviews, and book reviews. Anybody can “pitch” to be a contributor to the Blog. They specifically look for critical essays, personal essays, blended longform essays, book reviews, and interviews with authors or anybody involved in the publishing industry. See their website for guidelines. 

http://blog.pshares.org/index.php/contribute/
http://blog.pshares.org/


Issues through the years
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Presentation Notes
Here are examples of how the cover art has changed over the years. While the journal itself has been around since long before digital issues were a thing, they did make all back-issues available in 2013. Digital and hard copies of all issues are available on their website. 



Ploughshares

"The ploughshare is the sharpened blade of the plow, the thing 
that cuts the furrow. But it is also, in our culture, a moral 
symbol. The founders of this magazine made a moral and political 
statement when they chose its name, and it is that aspect of 
the meaning of Ploughshares that this issue emphasizes. It is 
dedicated to the idea that writing, and in particular, the writing 
of fiction, is a morally serious enterprise; and more than that, 
that fiction inevitably involves us in a mode of thinking which is, 
at its core, thinking about morality."

- From James Carroll’s Introduction to the Fall 1989 issue. 
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